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BOOK OF FROUCS 



A NEW YEAR'S REUNION 

Scarlet bells, clustering amid holly and mistletoe, 
seem to anticipate the "Happy New Year" soon to peal 
forth from every clock tower in the land. The Yule log 
roars genially on the hearth and the gathering is that 
merriest of the entire year, a family reunion. Aunts, 
cousins and "intimates," elders young again for one 
evening at least, and every one ripe for a romp. 

A jingle of sleigh-bells and a handful of paper snow, 
showered by one of the reception party, greet each guest 
entering the hoUy-bowered hall — sl frosty suggestion, 
which steaming bouillon, passed in tiny cups, promptly 
dissipates. 

Without adhering too rigidly to any special plan, the 
fun will be extremely spirited. First in order will come 
a lively Riddle Bee, which resembles the old-fashioned 
spelling bee, but with riddles to answer instead of words 
to spell. The entertainer should have prepared in ad- 
vance a long list of riddles, very old as well as new, with 
their correct answers. Players draw numbers to decide 
&eir various positions in the line, and the hostess, facing 

in 
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BOOK OF FROLICS 

the line, propounds the different questions. Those wlio 
fail, go down, and those who correct the mistakes, go 
up, and the man or girl standing at the head of the class 
when the supply of conundrums is exhausted, mns a 
prize. 

Equally amusing, though on a different order, is a 
nutting game. The large Spanish chestnuts are hidden 
in nooks and crannies around the room, a few being 
laid where they can be seen, on the piano, mantelshelf, 
windowsill and bookcases. The men select partners 
among the girls for the game and each pair of partners 
receives a tiny basket, the handle of which is tied with 
a jaunty bow of ribbon. They are then ranged in a line 
as if Going to Jerusalem, but without any chairs, and 
some one seated at the piano plays a lively tune. When 
the music stops, which is always suddenly, as in the 
old-fashioned game, a merry scramble for the nuts be- 
gins. Intermissions in the music are never longer than 
a minute at a time, and after the first note for con- 
tinuing the march sounds, no one is allowed to collect 
another nut under penalty of losing all the booty pre- 
viously collected. Each pair of partners work together 
to fill their baskets, and prizes are in waiting for those 
who have most to show. The lucky lady could receive 
a pretty glove box with decoration in holly design, and 
the gentleman a book of Christmas folklore. 

Of course, the chestnuts gathered up in this frolic 
will be roasted in com poppers over the open grate be- 
fore beginning another game. 

Now, a roimd at a novel kind of tag. Lx>ts are drawn 

[2] 
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and the player who becomes "It" receives a spray 
of artificial holly, thornless, of course, with which 
he is expected to tag the others. The next person tagged 
takes the left hand of the person tagging him, and to^ 
gether they go in search of other victims. Both ends 
of the line have holly sprays and the prerogative of 
tagging. Any one caught joins the line in the same 
way. As the line becomes more tortuous and unwieldy 
the fun is greater and the difficulty of escape increased. 
No prize is attached to this frolic. 

While the players recuperate from the foregoing romp, 
arrange an interesting guessing game, called New Year's 
Bells. Little cards, tied with ribbon, from which de- 
pend pencils and clusters of wee gilt bells, are distrib- 
uted among the players. Each card has written on it a 
set of questions, each riddle to be answered by a word 
beginning or ending in the syllable bd. A few of the 
questions are given to show tihe plan. 

A literary bell? Belles-lettres? A noisy animal bell? 
Bellows. A bell of Adam's time? Abel. A bell that 
blows? Bellows. A bell found in a city of Ireland? 
Belfast. A bell found in a town of Servia? Belgrade. 
The bell of bells? Belfry. A bell never peaceful to the 
ear? Belligerent. The bell of an old-fashioned girl? 
Annabel. A floral bell? Bluebell. A bell borne by 
Pegasus? Bellerophon. A withered old woman who is 
a bell? Beldame. 

A silver hand-bell for the desk would make a good 
first prize, with a New Year's bell in hard chocolate, 
for the second best. 

[8] 
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In another frolic guests may be required to carry 
holiday bundles around the room on teaspoons. The 
bundles contain inexpensive gifts, wrapped in successive 
layers of excelsior, tissue paper and jeweler's cotton, 
until they assume unwieldy bulk. The last wrapper is 
always of white paper, tied with scarlet ribbon, and 
having a spray of holly drawn through it. This makes 
the game a pretty one in addition to its interest. Any 
one who succeeds in carrying his or her bundle over the 
prescribed course without once dropping it is entitled to 
retain the gift it conceals. 

Now let the Spirit of the Holly, a sibyl of the season, 
produce New Year's fortunes for all. The spirit is im- 
personated by a pretty girl of brunette type. She is 
costumed in green with touches of scarlet, and wears 
holly at her belt and in her hair. The fortunes for the 
ladies are enclosed in envelopes of one color, those for 
the gentlemen in another. They are heaped up in a 
punch bowl and carried aloft by the holly spirit after 
the manner of a wassail bowl. Although written neces- 
sarily at random, the little predictions will be found to 
strike home in many cases, provoking much teasing and 
fun. 

Later on, the meaning of a circle o*f cardboard, which 
has all evening mysteriously shrouded the face of the 
clock in the hall, can be explained. Slips of paper are 
passed with pencils, and every one is called on to gfuess 
just how far away the New Year then is — for January 
1st will be drawing on apace. A little traveling-clock in a 
leather case, rewards the person making the best guess. 

[4] 
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Supper follows, when the health of each and all is 
drunk, following an old custom of the season, in hot 
spiced wine. Table favors can be cornucopias filled 
with candied fruits and other sweets. When the tissue 
paper has been removed from these cases and the dainties 
eaten, the company finds itself in possession of little 
tin horns with which to welcome in the New Year. 

For supper, serve combination chicken and clam bouil- 
lon. Follow this with creamed oysters and oyster 
crackers. Then, roast chicken, potato croquettes, cran- 
berry jelly and celery. For a salad have dressed pine- 
apple passed in a pineapple rind. Ice cream can be 
obtained from a caterer in the form of little white cards 
with "Wishing you a Happy New Year" in lettering of 
another color. Cakes, coffee, wafers and cheese round 
out an extremely dainty menu. 

ODD DUTCH ENTERTAINMENT FOR 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 

• In the celebration of New Year's Eve a return to the 
old Knickerbocker customs is both appropriate and de- 
lightfully novel. 

In early New York days New Year's hospitality was 
famous, for the Dutch liked much the good things of 
this life. 

Let mformality and jollity be the watchwords for 
your evening. If your guests can come in Dutch cos- 
tumes so much the better. Ask each girl to bring her 
knitting, and the young men may bring their favorite 
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pipes« After all have convened, pass around 

of paper upon which you have written this old New 

Year's h3rmn to the good Saint Nicholas : 

DUTCH. 

''Santa Klaus, goedt holig man! 

Knopybest Van Amsterdam, 

Van Amsterdam aan Spanje, 

Van Spanje aan Oranje, 

En brang doze kindjis eenige grops." 

"Sint Nicholas, myn goden vriend, 
Ik hab a altyd mel gediend, 
Ais gy my me not wilt geben, 
Zal ik dienen als myn leben." 

TRANSLATION. 

Santa Gaus, good holy man ! 
Go our way from Amsterdam, 
From Amsterdam to Spain, 
From Spain to Orange, 
And bring these little children toys. 

Saint Nicholas, my dear good friend. 
To serve you ever was my end. 
If you me now something will give, 
Serve you I will as long as I live. 

Next invite your guests to gather about the fireplace, 
or, failing that, a table, and place in front of each a 
small bowl of "suppawn" and milk, telling them that 
after that is disposed of all are to join in singing the 

[6] 
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New Year's hymn, which you can set to any tunc de- 
sired or simply chant in unison. After the hymn has 
been properly sung have some one dressed up in furs to 
represent a Teddy Bear come in carrying in his paws 
a basket of gifts suited to the day. 

These may consist of little Dutch tankards, Delft 
pitchers or plates, Dutch pipes, collars and caps, Dutch 
dollies or other Dutch toys. These may be taken grab- 
bag fashion or they may have been selected and done up 
beforehand with special reference to each individual's 
characteristics. After this may come games, dancing or 
music until time for supper, which should be served 
about eleven o'clock. 

The guests may be seated at one large table or have 
the dining-table arranged buffet fashion and the guests 
seated at small tables and served from the large one. 
For the supper you can bring out your choicest table 
linen, your old silver and pewter, and your daintiest 
Dutch china, or you can use the paper tablecloths and 
napkins that come in the Delft figures, and the heavy 
blue Delft plates. A wooden shoe in the center of the 
table may hold real Dutch tulips or realistic paper ones, 
and the table may be ornamented with Dutch windmills 
and Dutch houses, which can be cut out of pasteboard 
and then painted or bought ready to use in toy shops. 

At each plate may be a menu card, using if- you like 
the back of some of the pretty Christmas or New Year's 
cards in Dutch motif. 

Among the edibles true to tradition are pickled oysters, 
herrings, prawns and sauerkraut, pickled beets and 

[7] 
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pickled onions^ a fish salad, or plain cabbage or let- 
tuce, rye bread and cheese sandwiches, cold roast 
beef cut in thin slices and bread in tiny slices, besides 
plenty of New Year's cakes with chocolate or coffee. 
Beer or cider may be served from tankards, and after 
the New Year has been welcomed the loving-cup should 
be passed. 

SHOUT HAPPY NEW YEAR AT 12 O^CLOCK 

When the clock is on the stroke of twelve let all rise 
from the table, throw open doors and windows and as the 
cool, fresh air rushes in along with the chiming of the 
bells, join hands while all cry in unison, "Prosit, Neu 
7ahrr "Happy New Year r 

WATCH-NIGHT GAMES 

Distribute cards cut from thin white cardboard in 
the shape of leaves (to suggest humorously the new 
leaves turned over on January ist). Give one with a 
pencil to each player, requesting him or her to write out 
a New Year's resolution. The resolution must be writ- 
ten in rhyme. At the end of fifteen or twenty minutes 
the "resolutions'* are read aloud and a diary for the 
coming year awarded for the funniest. 

Write* out in advance of the occasion twenty-five im- 
portant years of past history, and while friends are as- 
sembled, waiting for the bells of the New Year to ring, see 
who can give the events for vhich these past years were 
remarkable. Important dates which every one should 

[8] 
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know are best for this game — such historical milestones 
as: 800 A,D. (Charlemagne crowned emperor); 1066 
(Conquest of England by William) ; 622 a.d. (Hejira 
of Mohammed) ; 1799 (Death of Washington). Award 
a prize for the most complete set. 

Write funny little fortunes for the coming year. In- 
close those for the girls in envelopes of one shade, the 
men's in another, and reinclose them in a ball made of 
several thicknesses of tissue paper with some confetti 
snow and a handful of tiny gilt stars. Attach to the 
chandelier and let some blindfolded person strike the bag 
with a walking stick, bringing down the New Year proph- 
ecies. Each person takes one envelope, and the fortune 
in it belongs, of course^ to the one holding the envelope 
it came in. 

It creates great fun, too, if the Watch-Night guests 
are transformed for half an hour into features of the 
calendar. To each person's back a slip of paper is 
pinned, having on it tfie name of some season, month or 
day. Thus, twelve guests are months, four are seasons, 
and others all the prominent feasts of the calendar — 
Valentine's, Fourth of July, and so forth. No player 
has any clue to the day or season he represents except 
what he derives from the action of other players who on 
approaching him must treat him in character. Thus, 
in accosting the player who wears the slip January, one 
blows upon his fingers and claps his hands together, 
rings the New Year bell and goes through other suit- 
able pantomime. In gfreeting the Fourth of July, imag- 
inary firecrackers are set off, etc. It is the aim of each 

[9] 
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player to (discover by the actions of the others his own 
identity. 

Just before midnight the entertainer presents each 
guest with a mysterious package. Some of the bundles 
are small, others large. When opened, players find them- 
selves possessed of tin horns, whistles and similar noise- 
makers with which to welcome in the New Year, and 
the merry din of the revelers is presently added to the 
peal of New Year's bells. 

A JINGLE-BELLS PARTY FOR NEW YEAR'S 

Invitations for a little home entertainment given dur- 
ing the season of the New Year's bells are written on 
bell shapes cut from cardboard and have clusters of the 
tiny silver bells which are used in fancy work tied on 
with ribbon. 

Arriving guests find the door decorated with a clus- 
ter of sleigh-bells from which hangs a ribbon. This 
when jingled by means of the ribbon end causes the 
hospitable doors to fly open. 

Clusters of scarlet crepe-paper bells figure prominently 
amid the green that wreathes the room, and smaller bell 
shapes cut from cardboard and covered on each side 
with silver paper strung on colored cords add a charm- 
ing touch. 

All the fun of the evening program must have a jingle 
suggestion. For the first of these a large holly wreath 
with a cluster of sleigh-bells in the center is suspended 
from the ceiling with red and green ribbons. Three red 

[10] 
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balls of soft rubber are provided and each player 
has three throws. If any ball of the three causes 
the bells to jingle, the player is eligible to draw for 
the prize. 

A game of a different order, equally good fun, is 
arranged by drawing a figure of King Yule on muslin 
or paper and pinning a bell in his hand. One by one 
the players are blindfolded and given a wand with which 
to strike the bell, having first made their way unas- 
sisted to King Yule. If successful, the player is entitled 
to draw for the prize. 

An original game which will keep the mirth in swing 
for half an hour is called Bells Unseen. One player takes 
up his position in the center of the room with eyes closed 
or bandaged. The others circle about him shaking a 
bell which is passed from hand to hand in order to con- 
fuse the blindman. The blindfolded player holds a wand 
with a tuft of raw cotton attached to one end. The 
cotton is dipped in flour or chalk so that when a player 
is tagged the indisputable evidence remains. The blind- 
man lunges with his wand in the direction suggested by 
the sound of the bell and as soon as he has succeeded 
in tagging some one that person is blindfolded. 

For a quiet game to recuperate from the more stren- 
uous contests, cards and pencils are distributed and host 
or hostess reads aloud "The Bells,'* by Poe. In this 
reading important descriptive words are omitted here 
and there, and these the players are requested to write 
down. The papers are afterward examined and a prize 
awarded to the player whose list of correct words is 
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longest. This prize might appropriately take the form 
of an illustrated copy of "The Bells." 

The prizes and souvenirs are distributed by means of 
a child's wagon wreathed in holly and mistletoe. The 
arrival of this wagon is heralded by jingling sleigh-bells. 
It is drawn by a child costumed in white and silver to 
represent the Spirit of Winter. 

Tiny New Year's bells in hard chocolate or the candy- 
boxes of crepe paper in the same form make fetching 
souvenirs. 

A SIMPLE NEW YEAR'S PARTY 

No BETTER suggestion for a New Year's entertainment 
could be offered than a brief description of a Yuletide 
frolic given in a lovely American country home. 

The R 's, without being able to lavish large sums 

upon their hospitalities, have what amounts almost to 
genius for entertaining, and the house, as the holiday 
guests drove up to it, seemed to palpitate with the spirit 
of Yule. 

Within doors full advantage had been taken of the 
lovely things which Mother Nature provides for winter 
festivities. Ropes of green, set off with scarlet immor- 
telles and holly garlanded the walls. Vases filled with 
poinsettia stood at either end of the Colonial mantelpiece, 
and vivified other parts of the room with warm touches 
of color; while over all doorways hung the dangerous 
mistletoe. 

Two schoolgirls, the younger daughters of the house, 
[12] 
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passed hot tea and cocoa among the arriving guests, a 
little attention always appreciated after a spin in the 
frosty ain 

First on the program came a Game of the Years. 
To play it the hostess produced a basket filled with a very 
mixed group of objects, which were distributed among 
the company, one object to each player. Little note- 
books were passed at the same time. When each player 
had either donned what he received from the basket (as 
in the case of a paper cap) or pinned it on (as in the 
case of a card or picture) it was announced that each 
person now represented a year celebrated in the annals 
of the past and that a prize was in store for the best 
g^ess as to what years were represented. 

Each puzzle had a number on it, and guesses were to 
be written in the little note-books identified by numbers 
of the puzzles. It added to the fun that no one was 
told what year he or she represented in the game, but 
must guess this as well as the others. 

A few examples will illustrate the year puzzles : 

1. A lump of sugar gilded to represent a gold nugget 
with a pick (from one of the tiny garden sets sold as 
table favors) glued to it — ^Forty-nine, the year of the 
famous gold rush to California. 

2. A Phrygian cap in tissue paper — ^The era of our 
national liberties, 1776. 

3. Picture of Marie Antoinette with border of crimson 
ribbon — Era of the French Revolution, 1789. 

4. Map of the United States with scarlet line dividing 
North and South — 1861. 

[13] 
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Ancient dates as well as those of mediseval and mod- 
ern times were employed. Half an hour was allotted 
for guessing the various symbols, A pretty calendar 
was awarded as prize for the cleverest list 

A very laughable game with a more personal touch 
to it was called Good Resolutions. Leaves from the 
little note-books were used for this, each player being 
asked to write on one or more of them a resolution which 
could be followed with profit to himself during the year 
to come. No one was excused on any plea whatever 
from composing a resolution, and all compositions were 
to be in rhyme. At the close of the contest papers signed 
with the names of the authors were collected and read 
aloud by a member of the reception committee. There 
were few of the rhymes which did not prove extremely 
mirth-provoking. Two of the compositions which oc- 
cur to mind are worth quoting to show the plan : 

RESOLUTION OF A CANDY FIEND. 

Bonbons large, medium, small. 

This coming year Til shun them all, 

'T will require the greatest circumspection 

But think of the benefit to my complexion! 

RESOLUTION OF A NEW NOVEL FIEND. 

Nothing solid do I read, 
Conducive to my mental need. 
Light, frothy trash will I eschew. 
Of brainy volumes read a few. 

No prizes were awarded in this game, the fun itself 
being sufficient incentive to endeavor. 
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A lively feature on a different order was founded on 
the splendidly exciting but strangely neglected game of 
Pig, It was played in a new way, with forfeits instead 
of prizes. The game, in the matter of dealing the cards, 
etc., closely resembles Old Maid. The players sit around 
a large table and cards are dealt face down. Every one 
matches his cards as rapidly as possible. As soon as 
any player finds himself lacking cards he very quietly 
folds his hands under the table, saying nothing. This 
is a signal for all players to do the same thing — ^that is, to 
lay aside their cards and observe silence. But most 
players will be too intent upon matching, drawing, and 
upon talking to notice the silence reigning in other parts 
of the circle. One by one they discover the fact and 
quietly lay down their cards. The last to do so be- 
comes the Pig, Any number of rounds can be dealt and 
played and a large number of Pigs made. 

Played with forfeits the game is especially funny, the 
subject furnishing all kinds of comic inspiration to the 
forfeit-master. Thus, in the frolic described, a pretty 
girl was obliged to confront the company and recite 
"This little Pig Went to Market," checking off the 
various piggies on her fingers in baby fashion. The 
tease of the party was obliged to fashion a little curly 
pigtail out of shoestring and to wear it through a button- 
hole, while the hostess, who devised the scheme, found 
herself at the blackboard drawing pigs with her eyes 
closed. 

This was followed by a merry crowning of King Yule. 
The king, enthroned in an armchair, was composed of a 
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bolster, a fur cap, a rubicund false face and red shawls 
which formed the royal mantle, flecked with cotton bat- 
ting snow. He occupied one end of the room, players 
starting from the opposite end of the same apartment to 
crown him. The feat had to be performed blindfold. 
Any one who succeeded in reaching his chair and placing 
a wreath of artificial holly on his venerable brow was 
entitled to draw for the prize — b, box of holiday candies 
with cover decorated in a design of holly. 

The games ended in an informal dance, including that 
good old favorite, the Virginia Reel, followed by a simple 
supper. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION 

Have your decorations in holiday red, holly, poinsettias, 
etc. Soon after your guests arrive, hand them slips of 
paper and pencils and ask each one to write slang phrases. 
Allow five minutes for this, then collect the papers, which 
should be duly signed, and award the first prize to the 
one who knows the least and the consolation to the one 
who knows the most. For the next "stunt," let the 
guests walk around a table on which are piled up a 
number of small articles. After a single walk around 
the table they must go in the next room and be allowed 
five minutes to write the names of the articles they have 
seen on the table. At the conclusion of this game more 
prizes may be awarded. 

Next provide the guests with paper and pencils, then 
read aloud ten letters of the alphabet so the guests can 
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write them in the order in which they are given. Now 
request each one to write a New Year's resolution of 
ten words, each beginning with one of the letters used 
and in the order in which they were given out. 

About ten minutes before twelve let the hostess seat 
her guests around a large table, blindfold each one and 
place a lighted candle in front of each. If candlesticks 
are lacking one can use apples or turnips hollowed out. 
On the first stroke of midnight and simultaneously with 
each stroke of the clock each one of the guests in turn 
must try to blow out the light before her or him. 

Only one trial is to be allowed each one. For those 
who succeed there may be a prize. A pretty Scotch 
custom that may be introduced here is to put a big 
dictionary on a bed of holly after midnight, then each one 
blindfolded in turn should be led to the book and told to 
open at any page and select a word at random. This word 
must be read aloud and will be held to predict in some 
way what the future has in store for the one who makes 
the test. After this refreshments can be served. It is 
always a pretty idea to open the windows at the stroke 
of twelve to let the old year out and the new one in, 
while all stand to welcome the newcomer and drink to 
the health of all present 
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TWELFTH NIGHT FESTIVITIES 

With the celebration of Twelfth Night or Little 
Christmas on January 6, the holidays proper come to 
an end. 

The English and Latin peoples have always made 
much of the traditions of "Old Christmas," but it is only 
of late years that Americans have begun celebrating it. 
Now, among "gentle folk" guests are invited to country 
house parties from Christmas until Twelfth Night, when 
a gay masque and other revelries suited to the occasion 
bring the festivities to a hilarious close. We of the 
workaday world compromise by helping the young people 
to one more gay evening before they go back to their 
studies. The program for a Twelfth Night party be- 
gins with the supper, which is served in the evening, 
and is hearty enough to take the place of the usual meal 
at home. It must be as "Old English" as possible. The 
table, preferably of boards stretched across trestles, may 
be set in the dining-room, kitchen, or, best of all, in the 
cellar, down by the furnace fire, where oysters may be 
roasted. Greens should cover the table, and, if possible, 
the floor. At either end of the table should be the 
flagons, if not of "nut browne ale," at least of sweet 
cider, or strictly temperance fruit punch. If oysters are 
on the menu, they come first, served on tin or wooden 
plates, just as they come from the fire. If not, bowls of 
barley broth are appetizing and true to tradition. Be- 
side this the menu may include small individual mutton 

[18J 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

pies, plenty of cold beef and mustard, rye bread, pumper- 
nickel or oat©n loaves, Stilton cheese to eat with the pip- 
pins, and last, but by no means least, the Twelfth Night 
cake. 

TWELFTH NIGHT CAKE 

While any good poimd-cake recipe, used plain or plen- 
tifully stufFed with raisins and caraway seeds, and elat>- 
orately frosted, will answer the purpose, &e genuine is 
also available. 

Beat to a cream three-fourths of a pound of butter, 
with a pound of sugar; add two tablespoonfuls of brandy 
and a half teaspoonful of soda. Stir in the yolks of five 
eggs, thoroughly beaten; the grated rind of one lemon, 
a pound of flour, sifted, with a teaspoonful of cream of 
tartar, and the whites of ten eggs, beaten to a stiff froth. 
Beat the batter thoroughly before adding the whites of 
the eggs, which should be simply folded in. Have ready 
a large, round cake pan, lined with buttered paper, and 
as the batter is poured in add a pea, a bean and a dove, 
designating their places by running a straw or slip of 
stiff white paper in next them, marking the paper so 
that you can tell which is which. Bake slowly for at 
least an hour in a moderate oven, covering the top with 
a paper, should it brown too rapidly at first 

When the cake is baked, cool in the pan, then ice 
with a plain white icing, made of the white of one egg, 
a tablespoonful of water or lemon juice, and powdered 
sugar, to spread. When this is slightly dried it is time 
for the ornamental icing, for the Twelfth Night cake is 
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nothing if not gorgeously ornamental. Put the whites 
of two eggs in a bowl, iand measure out tiyo cups of 
confectioner's sugar, sifted, to free from all lumpiness. 
Beat three or four spoonfuls of this sugar with the eggs 
for a few moments, then add as many more, and beat 
again. Continue until all the sugar has been added, 
beating thoroughly between additions. Lastly, add a 
teaspoonful of lemon juice, and beat until stiff enough 
to stand alone. Spread a thin coat of this icing over 
the cake ; then with a confectioner's tube and rubber bag, 
or a stiff white paper funnel, filled with the icing, decorate 
with a border of leaves, fancy scrolls or any other fancy 
marking that taste may dictate. Place fancy figures of 
the king, queen and knave (these may be obtained at 
almost any confectioner's), at the places indicated by the 
straws or slips ; then finish the ornamentation of the cake 
with candied cherries, cut in halves, the g^een angelica, 
shaped like leaves, and other candied fruits, cut in stars 
or other fancy shapes. In the center place a tiny Christ- 
mas tree. In cutting the cake, the persons who receive 
the bean, pea and clove are designated king, queen and 
knave, and assume those characters for the evening. 

PLUM PUDDING GLACE 

In case a plum pudding is desired at a Twelfth Night 
supper, an iced one is a pleasing variation. This is 
little more than a plain ice cream decorated with an 
abundance of fruits and nuts. If desired, the cream may 
be purchased from the confectioner's, then mixed with 
the fruit which has been soaked in sherry and repacked 
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in ice and salt until needed. If made at home, try this 
rule, which, by the way, is a good one for any wintry 
festivity. Put two and three-quarters cups of milk in a 
double boiler and bring to a scald. Stir in gradually two 
full tablespoonfuls of flour and one cup of sugar dis- 
solved in three tablespoonfuls of milk. Stir until thick- 
ened and smooth, then add one beaten tgg, a deep yellow 
one preferred. Have ready one level tablespoonful of 
gelatine which has soaked for twenty minutes in three 
tablespoonfuls of cold milk, and add to the custard as 
soon as taken from the fire. Stir until dissolved, add a 
cup of cream and a teaspoonful of vanilla, and set aside 
until cold. Then freeze. Meanwhile have in readiness 
one-quarter pound chopped figs, the same quantity seeded 
raisins, two tablespoonfuls of candied orange peel and 
citron and a quarter cup chopped English walnuts, all 
of which have been soaked in a little sherry for half an 
hour. After freezing, add the fruit and nuts, turn the 
freezer five minutes, then pack in ice and salt. If, in 
emptying from the mould, tfie iced pudding sticks, wrap 
a towel wrung out of boiling water around it for a mo- 
ment to loosen. Then if it seems creamy, set on ice a 
moment to harden. This may be served with or without 
a pudding sauce. If desired, the following sauce, which 
is equally good for any frozen pudding, may be served. 

ICED PUDDING SAUCE 

Beat together the yolks of two eggs and two table- 
spoonfuls of sugar in a bowl, then set in a pan of boiling 
water, on the stove, where the water will be kept at the 
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boiling point. As it begins to thicken add slowly two 
tablespoonfuls of brandy, stirring all the time. Take 
from the fire, add a pint of whipped, sweetened cream, 
beat well, and set on the ice until time to serve the pud- 
ding. 

A TWELFTH NIGHT PARTY 

In decorating a dining-room for a Twelfth Night en- 
tertainment use evergreen garlands, swing ropes of g^een 
diagonally across the ceiling, frame the doors and win- 
dows with it and let the chandelier support wreaths 
tied with big bows of holly ribbon. 

Get a quantity of the little red paper bells — ^at the 
stands they can be purchased at ten cents per dozen — and 
a roll of the holly crepe paper. Cut the latter in strips 
about half an inch wide and tack a little bell on one end 
of each strip. Now wherever the garlands are festooned 
let fall loops and streamers of the red paper, ending in 
clusters of bells. If you wish to give a snow effect, sprinkle 
the ropes of green before putting up with a strong solu- 
tion of alum water, using a whisk broom to spatter. In 
one comer have a small table encircled with the greens 
and on this the glasses and "wassail bowl" also garlanded. 
The wassail itself may be hot or cold, made of ale or 
fruit juices, as preferred. 

For the center of your dining-table use one of the 
brilliant-hued poinsettias with its decorative leaves. If 
you have no pretty jardiniere, wrap the pot with scarlet 
or green tissue paper, or if you have a pretty Indian 
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basket set it in that. Light your room with candles. If 
you can have an open fire on the hearth or even a make- 
believe gas log be sure it is burning when your guests 
enter. 

Among the jolly games that can be played quickly and 
without much previous preparation, try threading a needle 
on a jug. Have a big stone jug laid on its side on the 
floor and offer a prize to the one who can make the best 
time in threading an ordinary needle while balancing 
on the wobbly seat. 

Another contest is to hand each guest a slip of paper 
and pencil with instructions that five minutes will be 
allowed in which to write slang phrases. Award a prize 
to the one least conversant with slang. 

A TWELFTH NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 

Suggestions for a Twelfth Night entertainment may 
found in a Yuletide dinner, g^ven by the Lotus Qub of 
New York. It was as close a reproduction as possible 
of an old English Twelfth Night feast, and the good 
cheer was of the same hearty quality that abounded in 
the good old days of Queen Elizabeth. 

"Ye Yule Tide Stuffe," was the caption of the menu. 
There was crab meat in the style of Henry VIII, and 
there were English ribs of beef, with Yorkshire pudding, 
English grouse. English plum pudding, dairy cheese and 
toasted crackers. The rooms were decorated with masses 
of holly and evergreen, and over the chair of the pres- 
ident, who was master of the feast^ VL^ draped a canopy 
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of coarse brown stuff with supporting pikes and armorial 
bearings, the throne and canopy representing a baronial 
dais of the sixteenth century. 

LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY 

A VERY effective decoration for a Lincoln's Birthday 
celebration can be carried out in this way. A central 
point of the parlor wall is filled with a large portrait of 
the great man surrounded with a wreath of artificial 
laurel, which in turn is enclosed in a second border 
formed of little black dolls. 

From the picture radiate streamers of red, white and 
blue, which are caught up at appropriate points with 
funny little pickaninny heads fashioned out of black card- 
board with features (in vermillion and white) from the 
color box. 

Among the many contests which can be introduced to ■ 
make up an entertaining program are the following: 

1. Writing short biographies of Honest Abe in blank- 
books supplied by the hostess. The time limit should 
be half an hour, and a prize awarded for the cleverest. 

2. Pinning into the hands of the patriot (drawn on a 
sheet) a scroll representing the Emancipation Procla- 
mation. This is a blindfold game. All those who suc- 
ceed in the attempt are eligible to draw for the prize. 

3. A contest in Lincoln anecdotes. Players sit in a cir- 
cle, and each relates the (to his mind) best story of our 
sixteenth president. The hostess awards a prize for 
the one which appeals to her as most amusing. 
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4. Drawing game, for which cards or squares of paste- 
board are passed, and players must draw the character- 
istic physiognomy or copy the portrait used in the 
decorations — for a prize. 

CUPID'S EXPRESS— A VALENTINE FROLIC 

A CHARMING way of celebrating the feast of lovers is 
by means of Cupid's Express. This consists of a box 
containing as many bundles, large or small, as there are 
guests expected. 

The box should be introduced with picturesque ef- 
fect, say with the ringing of the doorbell and a blast 
from a tin trumpet, after which the servants can carry 
it into the parlor. Each paclcage should be daintily done 
up with fresh paper and ribbon. Each player in turn 
takes a large package. Upon its contents properly in- 
terpreted depends his or her fate. A few easily in- 
terpreted articles with their meanings are given below : 

Handful of rice, slice of dark fruit cake, plain gold 
(can be imitation) ring — ^Approaching marriage. 

Pink cardboard heart stuck full of gold arrows — Flirt. 

Silk mitten — Rejection by a girl. (In the case of a 
girl) — Offer of marriage you will decline. 

Toy reins — ^This valentiner will be driven in matri- 
monial harness. 

Bit of crepe — ^"Beware of vidders," or widowers. 

Toy cat or parrot, teapot, thimble — Spinster or 
bachelorhood. 

Popcorn ball — For a man, "propose soon and you will 
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be successful. For a girl, "you must be ready to help 
him out/' 

Two parlor matches, two rings — ^Married twice. 

Coin — ^You will marry wealth. 

Paper snake — Beware of rival soon to enter your 
Eden. 

The entertainer should have a list of the different 
articles and their interpretations prepared in advance. 
Those whose approaching engagements St. Valentine 
thus betrays are congratulated, others whose love is un- 
requited or will perish on the maiden thorn are con- 
doled with, and even in a social circle of people only 
slightly acquainted, the novel "express" cannot fail to 
arouse laughter and fun, while in a roomful of gen- 
uine friends it is irresistible. 

A FORGET-ME-NOT PARTY FOR VALENTINE'S 

DAY 

Invitations and decorations for valentine parties are 
almost invariably in pink, yet blue is the emblematic 
color of fidelity and the forget-me-not the chosen emblem 
of constant lovers. A woman of originality conceived 
the idea of a valentine frolic in which the hue of con- 
stancy should appear everywhere, and as the little func- 
tion turned out a genuine success other hostesses may 
like to hear of it. 

For the invitations she chose writing paper of pale 
blue tint. At the head of each sheet where the mono- 
gram usually appears she painted a true love knot in 

[26] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

deeper blue, using water colors. The wording was as 
follows : 

Dear Miss Cartright: 

I hope you will be free to make one of us at a Pale 
Blue Party on St Valentine's Day, from 9 to 12. If you 
can come please wear blue, or even a touch of this 
color emblematic of faithful lovers. 

Yours cordially, 

Helen Thomson. 

The festive rooms were, of course, tricked out daintily 
in pale blue. Tissue paper in the required shade afforded 
lovely festoons for the walls. Bowls of natural forget- 
me-nots were arranged on mantelpiece, bookshelf and 
table. The hostess herself wore a pale blue gown 
with a wreath of artificial forget-me-nots in her hair. 
Each man or woman as the company passed into the 
parlor was carefully scanned for a touch of blue. Those 
who had forgotten the admonition of the invitations were 
condemned to pay forfeits. Later in the evening these 
forfeits had to be redeemed by laughable stunts which 
kept the room in a gale of laughter. Such efforts as 
reading aloud highly sentimental love verses and panto- 
miming it with appropriate gestures rendered the for- 
feits appropriate to the day. 

One of the contests which formed a part of the eve- 
ning's program was particularly new and diverting. 
For it each girl received a big heart (cut from rough 
white art paper) decorated with a border of forget-me- 
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nots in water colon Each man received a gilded arrow 
made by whittling small sticks in the form of Cupid 
shafts and then gilding. The girls were ranged in a row 
along one end of the room and facing them, as far 
away as possible, was the row of men. The entertainer 
then took np her position at the piano and sang a little 
song, the words improvised for the occasion and set 
to some popular tune* Any cme can compose a jingle 
verse a little ifi advance of the game, but the first stanzas 
of the original one will help to give tiie idea. They were : 

Blue heart, blue heart, 
Speed me on my way, 
May t win a true heart 
And cherish it alway. 

When tfie music stopped the young men broke ranks 
and rushed forward hdding the golden arrows in their 
right hands. The man first to pierce the heart of his 
partner with his arrow was declared prizewinner. Both 
he and the girl whose heart he had pierced won little 
gifts in valentine style. 

In another round each girl received a length of very 
inexpensive ribbon from which she was required to fadi- 
ion a "true love knot." Fifteen minutes was allowed for 
this feat The men were permitted to assist their part- 
ners by criticism and advice but not to help in manip- 
ulating the ribbon. The girl who succeeded best received 
a prize in pale blue* The yotmg men then pinned on 
the blue love knots and wore them during the remainder 
of the evening. 
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The refreshment table, to which guests were conducted 
at the end of the frolics and contests, was extremely 
dainty with its pale blue trimmings. Broad blue ribbon 
was swung in festoons all round the white cloth and 
caught up at intervals with bowknots of the same. The 
centerpiece was a basket with tall handle filled with 
natural forget-me-nots. A large butterfly bow of ribbon 
finished off the handle. The table candles had pale blue 
shades. The favors were tiny satin-covered bonbon- 
nieres in blue with decoration of beaux and belles of 
yore in quaint okl-time dress representing the .valentines 
of long ago. 



A VALENTINE PROGRESSIVE PARTY 

SoHBTHiNG entirely out of the beaten track in valen- 
tine parties was invented by a bright high school girl 
who had become thoroughly tired of the usual program 
of progressive "Hearts.*- Cards, being too hackneyed, 
were not to figure at all, of that she was resolved, yet 
for several reasons a progressive par^y was altogether 
desirable. For one Uiing there were to be several 
strangers in the company and nothing is quite so good 
as a progressive series for getting people acquainted 
from the start 

Her plan, which made a great hit among the young 
people of the neighborhood, was this: 

As each player entered the parlor he or she received 
a tissue paper flower. There were four flowers of each 
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kind, two of which went to members of each sex. Thus, 
two men received red roses, two girls the same, two girls 
carnations, two men the same and so on. 

When the guests were all on the scene the four hold- 
ing red roses proceeded to the table on which an artificial 
rose was laid, the four having carnations searched for 
the table identified by a carnation. By this pretty means 
all found their seats promptly. 

At the first table the fun consisted in seeing who could 
throw most tiny wire rings (bent into the shape of 
hearts) over a wooden peg, shaped and gilded to rep- 
resent an arrow. The arrow at the base, was set in a 
gilded wooden block to make it stand upright. The 
two players having most hearts to their credit at the 
end of the round received stars on their (heart-shaped) 
tallies and progressed. 

At the second table the fun was based upon a basket- 
ful of tiny pink hearts— cut in halves, quarters, etc. 
'Each player received a square of cardboard and a bottle 
of mucilage was found upon the table. A large hatpin 
was passed from hand to hand. The player receiving 
it plunged it into the basket Whatever heart fragments 
were jabbed on the pin he or she had the privilege of 
examining. If there were any mating halves among 
them these could be retained and pasted so as to form 
a complete heart, on the square of cardboard. All pieces 
which did not mate were returned to the basket Spear- 
ing and mating went gaily forward until the signal bell 
rang. The two people having the most complete hearts to 
their credit progressed. The squares of pasteboard were 
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destroyed after each round by the hostess, who provided 
new ones for the next attempt. 

At the third table attention centered upon a dishpan 
of water in which floated a dozen tiny hearts cut from 
celluloid. In each heart was a small hole. Each player 
was given a rod and line (on the end of the line a tiny 
hook) and all were invited to fish for the floating hearts. 
The two persons capturing the greatest number re- 
ceived stars and proceeded to the next table. The hearts 
were, of course, used again and again as new players 
progressed to the table. 

At the fourth table a large basket filled with the 
ivory letter chips used in anagram games provided the 
fun. Each player was supposed to help himself to a 
handful of these letters (returning such as did not suit 
his purpose to the basket) and from them to form the 
words St. Valentine's Day. The letters could only be re- 
tained in their proper order. That is, a player who held 
V but not A might not retain an L. If no one had com- 
pleted the word when the bell rang the two players hav- 
ing most letters proceeded to the next table. 

In the center of the fifth table a little heap of hard 
pink candy drops was found by the players. Surmount- 
ing the heap was a tiny Cupid, with outstretched bow. 
Candy tongs were provided and each person in turn 
lifted a candy from the pile. The lifting went on gaily 
until some one removed a candy which overthrew Cupid. 
This person was then pronounced "out" of the game. 
The pile was rebuilt and the fun continued until one of 
the three remaining players had removed a candy which 
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overthrew Capid. When this occurred the other two 
received stars and were ready to go forward. 

The progression consisted of these five tables. Players 
winning the greatest number of stars on their tallies re- 
ceived, respectively, a book of celebrated love songs and 
a pink linen pincushion in heart shape. Boobies were 
pink candy hearts and comic valentines. 

SPECIAL VALENTINE GAMES 

A VALENTINE contest not new but ever popular is a 
Heart Search. The hearts are cut out of pasteboard and 
paper — preferably pink or pink and white. Some are 
cut into halves, others into thirds and quarters. The 
pieces and whole shapes are hidden everywhere like nuts 
for a nut search. Some can be pinned to curtains and 
furniture in easy reach or may need to be climbed for. 
With the paper hearts mix in a few silver paper shapes, 
which count five times as much as any ordinary one; also 
bne or two gilt paper hearts, which represent ten points 
each, and are therefore treasures. Candy and chocolate 
hearts found here and there among the others are eaten 
when found and count nothing towards the game. Give 
a heart-shaped candy box, blotter or pincushion to the 
man or girl finding most hearts in twenty minutes. 

IDEALS 

Cards are distributed. The men write short essays 
describing The Ideal Woman, the gfirls write on The 
Ideal Man. Twenty minutes is allowed for composition, 
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At the end of that time the essays are read aloud and 
a prize awarded in each class for the cleverest 

LOVE LETTERS 

Or the players can be required to write love letters, 
addressed to persons of the opposite sex, either imaginary 
or chosen from the present company. They are read 
aloud at the expiration of the time limit and two prizes 
awarded. 

BEART STAB 

This is a version of Peanut Stab, but new and very 
exciting. The players sit around a table in the center 
of which is a heap of tiny paper or cardboard hearts. 
The player receives a hatpin. When his turn arrives 
he jabs once into the pile of hearts. All the shapes taken 
up on the pin belong to him. Each player's score is kept, 
the fun continuing until the supply of hearts is all ex- 
hausted. The person jabbing the greatest number of 
hearts in all rounds is prizewinner. 

MATCHING VALENTINES 

Cut valentines (either fancy or comic, postals, etc.) 
into two or three pieces, having some halves, some thirds, 
etc Hide the fragments around the room. When the 
signal is given, all begin to search. The fun consists in 
seeing which two or three people can soonest construct 
a valentine by searching out the players holding match- 
ing pieces. The two or three (according to the way the 
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card is cut) who first meet and match a valentine, draw 
for the prize. 

WRITING VALENTINES 

Again, pencils and paper may be distributed and guests 
requested to write short verses addressed To My Valen- 
tine. Read the different valentines and award a prize 
for the prettiest. 

HEART AND DART 

On a square of white muslin drawn taut upon the wall 
paste a large heart cut from red velvet or plush. Players 
are blindfolded and are given arrows (gilt) with which 
(held in the right hand) they must try to pierce the 
heart — Shaving first reached it, of course, through their- 
own unaided efforts. All those thrusting their arrows 
blindfolded through the heart are entitled to draw for 
the prize. 

OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

In preparing for a Valentine party send invitations on 
heart-shaped pieces of cardboard, which may be red, the 
invitation written in white ink, or white cardboard with 
the invitation in red ink. Across one end, if one is 
clever with brush or pencil, draw a spray of "bleeding 
hearts." 

If one likes, the guests may be asked to come as Valen- 
tines. At one jolly affair last year the men were "comics," 
with appropriate sentiments written in large characters 
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on cardboard pinned to their breasts, while most of the 
young women were Dresden shepherdesses. 

In making ready for the decorations one can buy 
glazed red paper hearts with strings to hang them, or 
the red paper from which hearts may be cut. These 
should be strung in long festoons and draped from walls 
so they will criss-cross over the dining-table. From 
these suspend by invisible threads a lot, of paper Cupids 
with bows and arrows. These may be purchased for 
sixty cents a dozen or cut out at home. Any number 
of appropriate favors, boxes and paper dishes for serving 
salads, ices, bonbons, etc., can be purchased at low rates. 

For children, valentine napkins and the valentine 
snapping mottoes, containing caps, etc., are always in 
order. Japanese bows and arrows that sell at from fifteen 
to thirty-five cents each, according to size, are effective 
favors. 

For small children, the game of heart target makes 
plenty of fun. To make it, give each child a small dart 
about four inches in length, made from cardboard, with a 
small, sharp tack in the end. 

Have pinned on the wall a large red paper heart and 
let each child throw his dart, aiming for the center of 
the heart The one who comes the nearest gets the prize. 

A VALENTINE POST OFFICE 

A Valentine Post Office is good fun and affords a 
chance for enamored swains to make favorable impres- 
sions upon their lady loves. The post office may be a 
trellised or curtained booth at one side of the hall or 
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living-room, with a pretty postmistress installed, and a 
couple of small boys dressed as Mercurys ready to deliver 
the mail. The valentines may be purchased or, still better, 
made at home, and therefore suited to the individuals for 
whom intended. 

The hostess may provide all the valentines or ask her 
guests to bring valentines with them for special distri- 
bution. Every five or eight minutes the postmistress can 
hang out a card to this effect : "Uncalled-for letter here 
for Jack Smith; five cents due": or a longer list of ad- 
vertised letters. Among the clever valentines prepared 
for a society event a few years ago were these, which 
may be suggestive: 

To Mrs. C V„ Jr.5— 

Sweet Valentine, my heart is thine^ 

As thou canst plainly see, 
Join heart to mine and cross the brine 

And fly to gay Paree. 

To P. C H., Amateur Electrician:— 

Oh, call me not the "Light That Failed," 

When Cupid hands thee this, 
My love for thee has never failed. 

My arc of hope and bliss. 

A game for older persons consists of a curtain screen^ 
behind which stand all the ladies of the party. There 
are openings at equal distances through the middle of 
the screen and these are numbered. Through these the 
ladies' hands, devoid of rings, are extended and the men, 
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provided with pencils and note-books, are required to 
guess the names of the owners of the hands, according 
to the number. This data they put in their note-books. 

Then the men and women exchange places, the curtain 
coming down just to the ankles of the men. Above each 
pair of feet is a number. The women on the other 
side guess the owners of the feet and write the names 
opposite the numbers. 

At the conclusion the men who guessed correctly the 
greatest number of hands and the women who knew the 
greatest number of feet receive valentine prizes. 

At one home valentine tableaux have been arrai^d 
to include such familiar pictures as Millais' "Huguenot 
Lovers," Ahna Tadema's "Old Story," Boug^ton's "John 
Alden and Priscilla," Botticelli's "Venus and Cupids," 
and Davey*s "Courtship." 

If a regular valentine supper is in order no better 
menu can be devised than this : 

Oyster Cocktail witH Sweet Red Peppers cut in Heart shape in 

center of glass. 

Cream of Love-Apple Soup with Croutons in Heart Shapes. 

Twin Soles. Potato Puffs. 

Timbales 6f Turtle Doves witH Sweet Peas. 

Tendertoia of Bee^ Sweet Potatoes, Candied, and Mashed 

Potatoes* 
Love-Apple Jelly with Mayonnaise and Cream Cheese Molded 

In Hearts. 
Ices served in Hearts or Cupid Shape. Bow-knot Cakes and 

Kisses. 

iHeftrt-fthaped Bonbons. Devilled Nuts, 

Black Coffee. 
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Another menu easily prepared and served by the host- 
ess who has to do her own work would be grapefruit 
cocktails, bouillon in cups, oyster or chicken patties, a 
heart-shaped salad, with cheese-straws, a pretty fruit 
jelly with whipped cream and fancy cakes. 

For an evening company, sandwiches cut heart-shaped, 
olives, salted nuts, fancy cakes and ices, with coffee or 
punch would be all that is required. Use heart-shaped 
paper doilies on the tables under plates and dishes, and 
for a centerpiece a big, fluffy, heart-shaped, red paper 
surprise pie, with red ribbons terminating in candy hearts 
running to each cover, or a glass bowl of scarlet poppies 
or tulips. 

If the surprise pie is used at the end of the meal, let 
each pull a ribbon, receiving a favor that should be sug- 
gestive of some future love affair. 



A PROGRESSIVE PARTY FOR FEBRUARY 22 

A JOLLY plan for a Washington's Birthday frolic was 
discovered by four girls with plenty of ingenuity but 
little money to spend. 

It took tiie form of a series of games, each appropriate 
in some way to the great man's feast, played progressively 
from table to table. 

They arranged five tables. The tallies were employed, 
but they decided to keep the score with the tiny flags, 
which can be bought in any toy store for a cent apiece 
or even less. The player winning most points at each 
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table received a flag. At the end of the progression the 
greatest number of these ensigns held by any player 
carried off the trophy. 

For the fun at the first table a tin pieplate was piled 
high with cranberries. These make very satisfactory 
substitutes for the Washingtonian cherry which in Feb- 
ruary would be difficult to get and high in price. Each 
man or girl received a finger-bowl and a hatpin. When 
the signal was given each speared as many of the little 
red fruit as possible, with the pin. A flag was awarded 
for the largest number of cranberries found in any bowl. 

At the second table the foundation of the game was a 
set of Washington postals — ^that is, picture postals depict- 
ing in color the sc^es of Washington's career. TTiese 
were cut into irregular-shaped morsels and mixed in a 
bowl. The player who in the allotted time made the frag- 
ments the largest number of completed pictures won the 
flag. Players jumble the fragments again before 
progressing. 

Next in order came a delightful Washington Pie, ar- 
ranged in a dishpan, — a la Jack Horner. "When the 
Pie was opened" a number of miscellaneous objects, each 
of which in some way suggested the Father of His Coun- 
try, were revealed. Thus, natural-looking green leaves 
painted on a card were puzzling unless one happened to 
discover in them the leaves of the cherry tree. A ball 
suggested the maiden name of Washington's mother. A 
map of Virginia gave his birthplace, and a "sample" of 
green cloth his General Greene. Each puzzle had a tag 
with number attached to it. Player? were asked to write 
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their guesses according to these numbers. The hostess 
decided which list deserved the flag, after each round. 

The answers were kept secret by the hostess in order 
that the two players remaining at this table should not 
have an unfair advantage over the two newcomers. 

Patriotic Anagrams was a new version of the familiar 
game. The letter chips were placed face downward in 
the middle of the table. Some one, to begin the game, 
lifted a chip from the pile and turned it letter side up. 
The person first to call out some word of patriotic sug- 
gestion beginning with the letter turned up received the 
chip. The greatest number of chips held by any player 
won the flag. 

As an illustration of the working of the game we will 
say that the letter B is turned up. A player calls out Ball, 
and receives the chip, Mary Ball being the name of the 
great man's mother, it will be remembered. 

Or the letter S appears. Some one names the Stars and 
Stripes, and is successful. 

For the fifth table paper and pencils were provided. 
At the top of each sheet was written the word Wash- 
ington, from which players were required to make as 
many smaller words as possible. The longest list won 
the flag. Lists were corrected and pronounced on by 
the entertainers. 

To the gentleman winning most flags a Life of Wash- 
ington was awarded. The lady who succeeded best 
among her sex received a dainty fan with decoration in 
Colonial style, 
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WASHINGTONIAN PARTY 

Decorate your rooms, or at least the table, with cotton 
balls. If you cavinot secure these, make artificial snow- 
balls out of cotton batting and combine them with the 
brakes, which you can get at any of the florists. In ar- 
ranging lay a few of them carelessly on the tablecloth 
and at each cover set a tiny hamper with candies in the 
bottom and picked cotton on the top. This will be rather 
more distinctively Southern than the little cherry trees 
and hatchets that can be obtained at any of the shops. 
If you like, you can alternate cotton snowballs with large 
bunches of cherries made of cotton covered with cherry- 
red tissue paper. These should be hung in festoons about 
the pictures and chandeliers. 

Your refreshments could be simply beaten biscuit, Vir- 
ginia ham sandwiches, chicken salad, salted peanuts, Lady 
Baltimore cake, coffee and egg nog, unless you wish a 
more elaborate supper. In this case the menu might be : 

Hearts of Artichokes filled with Russian Caviare (on a layer of 
hard-boiled eggs, and in the center a half olive stuffed with 
sweet pepper; served on individual plates). 

Turtle Soup. Madison Biscuit. 

Chicken Croquettes. Candied Sweet Potatoes. 

Fried Sweet Peppers. 

Crab Salad served in Tomatoes. 

Cream Cheese Balls. Red and White Bar le Due. 

Toasted Crackers. 

Cherry Mousse 

Martha Washington's Fruit Cake; 

New Orleans Brulo. 
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PLAY CARDS 

In pairing your guests you might have two sets of 
cards, one for the gentlemen and one for the ladies, these 
to be drawn at random from separate baskets and passed 
the guests as they enter. Each of these cards has a 
mate. On one card should be the first line of some well- 
known Southern song and on the mate the second line. 
The persons drawing the lines that fit will be partners. 
"Old Black Joe," "Suwanee River," "In My Old Ken- 
tucky Home," "Maryland, My Maryland," "Old Uncle 
Ned," or any of the old darkey songs, may be levied on 
for couplets. 

A pretty idea for a Washington Birthday entertain- 
ment is to have the guests come in Colonial costume — 
the men in knee breeches, low shoes with silver buckles, 
powdered hair and giddy waistcoats, while the ladies can 
wear flowered gowns, high combs, powdered hair and 
patches. If it would be too much trouble to don the en- 
tire suit, a Colonial headdress party would make plenty 
of fun. 

WASHINGTONIAN PARTY NO. 2 

Send out invitations on the back of Washington's 
Birthday post cards or on bristol board cut in the shape 
of hatchets. Ask guests to come in Colonial dress, and 
bring with them an anecdote, poem, story, riddle, song 
or other feature suitable to the occasicHi* 

Decorate your room with Japanese cherry blossoms, 
one or two sprays in a vase, or if something moie elab- 
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orate is desired^ ropes of smilax or other greens caught 
up in festoons with bunches of cherries made of cotton 
and covered with red tissue paper. 

If you serve your refreshments on small tables, cover 
the boards with pretty paper tablecloths and napkins, 
decorated with realistic-looking cherries. If your guests 
are to be seated at one large table the white cloth with 
a vase of cherry blossoms in the centre and little in- 
dividual pots with cherry trees at each plate will be more 
effective. 

Serve your salads and ices in paper cases that come 
in the shape of Continental hats, or boats with paste- 
board rims representing "Washington crossing the Del- 
aware.*' 

Many of these cases are in the Continental colors, 
blue and gold ; while others will fall in with the scheme 
of green and cherry. If you wish to serve a regular 
course supper, an appropriate menu would be: 

Grapefruit cut in halves with Maraschino Cherries. 

Pimentoes. Salted Nuts^ 

Virginia Oyster Soup. 

Virginia Fried Chicken with Cream Gravy. 

Sweet Potatoes. Beaten Biscuit 

Peas. Cheese Salad. 

Vanilla Ice Cream with Preserved Peaches. 

Coffee. Dolly Madison Cake. 

Simpler refreshments might be : 

Chicken Patties. Maryland Biscuit 

Pickled Oysters. 

Cherry Ice. Cherry Cake: 

Coffee or Egg Nog. 
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Pretty place-cards can be purchased or made at home 
by pasting small medallions of George and Martha Wash- 
ington on rough-edged cards, writing the name of the 
guest below. 

After refreshments are served, if you do not care for 
dancing, furnish the men with genuine Virginia tobacco 
and cob pipes, then gather about the open fire or in a 
circle and let each one add his mite to your Washing- 
tonian feature, whether it be song, sftpry, recitation^ 
jingles or conundrums. 

NOVEL WASHINGTON CONTOST 

A novel contest at a Washington party last year was 
seeing who could tell the most fabulous story, either 
original or borrowed, weaving it around some grain of 
truth. The winner, by acclamation, was one who took 
for his theme Washington's wooing of Mary PhiUipse, 
of PhiUipse Manor, mixing in with it other historical 
events until it was hard to tell where truth ended and 
fancy began. He received for his prize a volume of 
Munchausen, while the fishiest kind of a fish story 
brought its narrator a can of kippered herring. 

Another game that stimulates quickness of thought is 
"Who Am I?" Let each one imagine him or herself a 
particular character in Revolutionary or Colonial times 
and get the others to guess it. Each one in turn may 
ask of the individual personating another any question 
that can be answered by "yes" or "no." The first ques- 
tioner who brings out the hidden identity scores a point, 
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and the one who wins most points gets a prize suited 
to the occasion. Of course, the characters assumed 
must be familiar ones, as for instance, Paul Revere, 
Martha Washington, Lafayette, Dolly Madison, Benjamin 
Franklin, Major Andre, Benedict Arnold, Mme. Jumel 
and the like* 



ITHE GAME OF AGE 

Another quiet game which can be used here or for 
some other entertainment is a heart-to-heart talk about 
ages. Furnish each guest with a written list of ques- 
tions and pencil and ask them to fill out the answers. 

1. To what age will we arrive if we live long enough? 

2. To what age do most women look forward? 

3. What age describes some men when dinner is late? 

4. What age do we find at the bargain cotmter?i 

5. What otiier age is required to face it? 

6. What age is neither more or less?. 

7. What age do milliners delight in? ^ 

8. What age does the farmer delight in? 

9. What is the age people get stuck on? 
la What age is necessary for the clergyman ? 

This list can be extended easily to include twenty-five 
questions. The answers to those already given are : ( i ) 
Dotage. (2) Marriage. (3) Savage. (4) Scrimmage. 
(5) Courage. (6) Average. (7) Plumage. (8) Acre- 
age. (9) Mucilage. (10) Parsonage. 
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WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY DINNER 
(Colonial) 

Mock Turtle Sonp. 

Oyster Loaves. 

A Colonial "Frickasie." Beaten Biscuit. 

A Dish of "Mushrumps." 

Sweet Potatoes. Baked Virginia Ham. 

Cold Slaugh. 

Martha Washington Fruit Cake. 

Dolly Madison's Whims. 

Preserved Peaches or 

Peach Cobbler with Whipped Cream. 

Coffee Brula 

Among tiic genuine old Virginia Colonial recipes suit- 
able for Washington's Birthday are these taken from 
the books of Colonial Recipes and Famous Old Re- 
ceipts. 

''a frickasie^ (colonial) 

Take ye fowls, cut them in pieces and clean them. 
Season with pepper and salt, a little mace, nutmeg, cloves, 
some parsley, a little bit of onion. Let them lay two 
hours, then flowr them very well, fry in sweet butter 
hott before you put them in. Fry a fine brown. Wash 
ye pan and put them in again with a pint of gravy. Lett 
them swimyer in ye gravy. Take the yolks of three 
eggs with a little grated nutmeg and a little juice of 
lemon, and two spoonfuls of wine. Shake it over the 
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fire until it is as thick as cream, pour over ye frickasie 
and so serve it to ye table hott 

TO DRESS A DISH OP MlTSHRUMPS 

This recipe is taken verbatim et literatim from Mrs. 
Washington's "Book of Cookery," owned by the Penn- 
sylvania Historical Society, Philadelphia, 1706. "It was 
written by Eleanor Parke Curtis' Great Grandmother, 
Mrs. John Curtis, was given to her by her Beloved Grand 
Mama Martha Washington, formerly Mrs. Daniel 
Custis." 

Take ye firme mushrumps and pill ye scin from them 
and scrape away all ye red yt grows onye insyde owf 
them and pill yr stalks likewise. If you finde them firme 
throw them as you doe theme into faire water and let 
them ly 3 or 4 hours, then take water and set them on 
ye fire in a pan with thejrr own Liquor will stew them, 
put in an ownion cut in halves and often sticke them. 
As ye water rises cast it still away till you finde them 
almoste dry, then take out tlie ownion and put in a little 
sweet cream yt is thick and shred in some parsley and 
put in some grated nutmeg and a little grose pepper and 
a little salt and soe let them boyle, shaking them well 
together, and put in a piece of fresh butter^ giving them 
another shake and soe dish them up. 
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AN EXHIBIT OF WASHINGTON RELICS 

NOVEL PLAN FOR A PATRIOTIC PARTY ON FEBRUARY 22 

t 

The pleasure of (Miss Eunice Clark's) presence is 
cordially requested at a patriotic exhibition of Wash- 
ington Relics, to be displayed at 45 Stanhope Square on 
the afternoon of February 22d from 4 till 7 o'clock. 
The favor of a reply is requested. 

Even those who knew the hostess most intimately had 
never heard that she possessed any treasures in the way 
of mementoes of the Father of His Country, and curi- 
osity was rife among the invited guests. 

Where could she have secured the famous things in 
sufficient quantity to form an exhibition? Was it by 
special loan from a museum or from some friend owning 
a collectictti, or how? The "relics" proved a huge sur- 
prise when the young people came trooping into the 

hospitable living-room at the F 's on the appointed 

afternoon, but the surprise was by no means a disap- 
pointment 

At the door of the living-room, through which the 
boys and girls caught glimpses of walls delightfully 
trimmed with tissue paper in buff and blue, stood a 
young lady beating a lively rub-a-dub on a small drum 
suspended round her neck. She was most picturesque in 
a Continental cocked hat with a baldric of tricolor worn 
over her white dress. 

Each guest passing in received a small blank-book 
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covered in blue and decorated with a tiny head of Wash- 
ington. The lettering, which read "Catalogue of the 
Relics," was in buff. As, with the aid of these booklets, 
guests began to discover and to understand the differ- 
ent entries, bursts of laughter rang out on all sides. 

The first relic, placarded "Exhibit i," was an Amer- 
ican flag, made, it was noticed, with only thirteen stars 
on the blue ground. This was tacked on the wall with 
a white sheet as a background. The explanation in the 
catalogue read, "The Flag of General George Washing- 
ton. This beautiful banner became Washington's (and 
ours) in 1777. It has been in the family ever since, 
though more stars have been added." 

Exhibit 2 was a tiny cherry tree of the kind sold in all 
novelty stores and toy departments at this time of the 
year. The explanation in the catalogue read, "This tree 
belonged to the great man's father. It was cut down by 
George at an early age, and was never afterwards 
separated from him." 

A little farther on the laughing guests found Exhibit 
3. This was a map (specially drawn), the principal out- 
lines of which resembled the boundaries of the Thirteen 
Original States. Towns and rivers were given — the for- 
mer as they now exist — but the names of the States 
themselves were omitted, for a reason which appeared 
later on in the entertainment. Instead of a name, each 
State was identified with a number. This "exhibit" was 
labeled "View of the United States Just After the Rev- 
olutionary War." 

Exhibit 4 was a toy cannon, mounted on a small table 
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with a heap of red, white and blue balls beside it. The 
two Continental soldiers, bought in a novelty shop, stood 
beside it "at attention/' The catalogue read, "The fire- 
arms of Washington's day were extremely crude com- 
pared with those of our own times, but the patriotism 
of '76 made up for what the Colonies lacked in point of 
weapons and armament. The balls in this exhibit are 
of modem date. Please do not handle." (Cannon and 
balls figure later on.) 

Exhibit 5 was a portrait of the great man executed 
in crayon on a large square of muslin and stretched 
taut in a disused picture frame. This was described as 
"Portrait of Washington at the Time of His First Presi- 
dency, 1789-1793. Artist Unknown." 

Exhibit 6 was a collection of dolls' wigs hanging from 
a string of colored beads. The explanation here was, 
"Scalps taken by tiie Indians in General Braddock's dis- 
astrous expedition against Fort DuQuesne, where he 
scorned the good advice of his youthful aide Washing- 
ton, and lost his life." 

The diflFerent frolics arranged for the afternoon pro^ 
gram began with some novel cannon practice. 

The toy cannon was loaded with tiie red, white and 
blue balls which lay beside it, and fired with repeated 
salvos. As the pretty colored shot was projected towards 
the center of the room, the boys and girls endeavored to 
catch it As soon as any player had caught one ball 
he or she withdrew from tiie field, retaining, of course, 
what was caught. When the red, white or blue tissue 
paper coverings were stripped from the shot, it was 
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found to consist of delicious balls of popcorn or ribbon 
candy, which were promptly enjoyed. 

Those who failed to catch a cannon ball were afforded 
a chance to distinguish themselves and incidentally to 
win a prize in the game of the Thirteen Original States. 

For this little cards were distributed, having pencils 
attached with tricolored ribbons, and the numbers from 
I to 13 inclusive written down the left-hand margin. 
The young folks drew up their chairs in a semicircle, 
facing the map which had formed Exhibit 3. Each boy 
and g^rl was now called on to identify the States by 
writing their names, as these were supposed to be op- 
posite the numbers on the cards, for identification. 

Fifteen minutes was allowed for this feat. The player 
who at the end of that time was found to have named 
the most States correctly won a prize. This was an in- 
teresting volume of stories from early American history. 

Then a merry scramble game, which consisted in see- 
ing who could, blindfolded^ place a laurel wreath on the 
patriotic brow of our first president, represented by the 
crayon portrait. Each girl or boy in turn had a hand- 
kerchief bound over his eyes and was given the laurel 
(cut from a green cloth and stiffened by pasting on a 
buckram foundation), with a strong pin stuck through 
it. All those who made their way successfully across 
the room without tiie advantage of eyesight and honored 
the Father of His Country with a garland, were eligible 
to draw for the prize. 

The foundation of another sport was a penny flag of 
the smallest size obtainable, not more than about two 
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inches in width. To arrange the game the children all 
withdrew into the hall, while some elder person placed 
the flag upright somewhere on the scene of action. The 
object was not to hide the flag, but to have it displayed 
somewhere in some rather inconspicuous position, where 
it would not necessarily catch the eye of any one enter- 
ing the room. 

As soon as thi flag was poised the young folks were 
readmitted to the parlor. The person first to sight the 
flag did not annotmce the fact, but quietly took a seat. 
Any one seeing a player seated also sat down, whether 
he himself had discovered the whereabouts of the flag 
or not This continued imtil but one boy or g^rl re- 
mained standing. This person was shouted down by the 
rest of the company, who called out in unison, "General 
George Washington." The player caught napping was, 
of course, considered out of the game. The flag was 
replaced six times, six players being therefore caught out. 

Those who remained were privileged to draw for a 
candy box filled with sugar plums, and the refreshments 
which rounded out the fun were full of patriotic sug- 
gestion. 



A CHERRY PARTY FOR THE TWENTY- 
SECOND 

A HOSTESS who had planned to entertain some friends 
at a Cherry Party on Washington's Bifthday found the 
artificial cherries sold by confectioners, etc., much too 
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expensive for her purse, and substituted big red cran- 
berries with excellent effect. 

Invitations were written on the postals decorated with 
cherries which are sold everywhere in February, and 
began as follows : 

Next Friday Night at half-past eight. 
We beg you'll help us celebrate 
Great George and the immortal ,tree, 
His gift to all posterity. 

After this came the address, date and hour. 

The first thing to catch the eye of the guest entering 
the parlor on the appointed evening was a cherry tree 
in a wooden tub. This was constructed of a dead sapling 
tricked out with tissue paper leaves and at once became 
the basis of a jolly game where each player received a 
big cranberry with a thread drawn through it (by means 
of a needle) and was required to tie it on the tree while 
blindfolded. All those who accomplished the feat re- 
ceived points toward the prize. 

Another jolly contest was guessing the number of 
cherries in a basket filled with them. The player who 
came nearest to the exact number received a second 
point. 

When the guessing was over, each player thrust his 
hand into the basket, pahn side down, the idea being to 
see who could catch up most cranberries on the back 
of the hand and so balancing tiiem walk arotmd the 
room without spilling one. The player most successful 
1 here also was entitled to a point 
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Tossing the cranberries into a bowl at the opposite 
end of the room was another feat which came a little 
later on the program and offered another point for the 
successful competitor. 

Funny, too, was the necklace competition. Here the 
men chose partners and each couple received between 
them a long piece of linen thread, with a needle at each 
end. A large basket of cranberries was placed on the 
table in easy reach of all players, and the fun lay in 
seeing which couple could form the longest necklace (by 
stringing the cranberries) in the three minutes allowed. 
The pseudo cherries were, of course, strung on at each 
end of the thread. When the bell rang, all stopped 
work immediately. The "beads" on each necklace were 
counted and a point awarded for the largest number 
strung. The first and second prizes were candy-boxes 
decorated with artificial cherries. Huge cherries made 
by covering popcorn balls with scarlet crepe paper and 
finishing with leaves of the green were consolation prizes 
for those who failed to win tiie regulation trophies. 



AN EVENING IN ERIN 

For an Evening in Erin decorate the walls of parlor 
or living-room with any views of the Ould Counthry 
which can be obtained for the occasion. Temporary 
frames of green tissue paper heighten the effect. 

Begin the fun with a mirth-provoking contest called 
The Blarney Stone. This is played by giving each per- 
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son a card on which he must write the prettiest compli- 
ment he ever heard or read. Or, if guests are well 
acquainted and all young, each man may be required to 
write an original compliment for some girl, the young 
woman doing the same for him. 

Now have some one who plays the piano render a few 
bars from each one of a dozen Irish melodies. The 
players guess what melodies are represented and write 
down the names, for a prize. A book of Moore's Irish 
melodies would be an appropriate trophy. 

Conundrums with a basis of Irish geographical names 
can also be made very amusing. Such riddles as those 
given below will form an entertaining series : 

What city of Ireland floats ? Cork. 

What part of Ireland is lowest, cosmographically? 
Down. 

What part of Ireland is celebrated for its cats? 
Kilkenny. 

What part is it that no one of the name of Dare may 
visit? Kildare. 

At what point is the weather always good ? Cape Qear. 

What town should be a favorite with milliners ? Trim. 

What county is a female connection of the town just 
named? Antrim (Aunt Trim). 

What Irish bay is a good one for detectives? Qew. 

What town is like a pretty woman caught in a bog? 
Belfast (Belle-fast). 

What Irish mountains lament the dead ? Moume. 

Give candy pipes tied with green ribbons for the two 
cleverest sets of answers. 

[55] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 



A SHAMROCK PARTY 

Another new and lively plan for celebrating the feast 
of Erin's patron saint is called a Shamrock Party. 

Invitations are written on cards cut out in the shape 
of three-leafed clovers from heavy green art paper. The 
writing should be done, if possible, in gold ink. Through 
two perforations at the top of each card pass a piece 
of pale yellow baby-ribbon, tying m a bow. This gives 
the colors of the Irish flag. 

For one of the contests have a funny little Irishman 
wearing a plug hat drawn on a square of white muslin. 
Use colored chalks for the drawing. The sheet is tacked 
up in the open doorway and each player in turn is given 
a silk shamrock, which he attempts to pin blindfold on 
to Paddy's hat. A box of candy in trefoil shape is the 
prize in this round. 

During another fifteen minutes play Irish Alphabet. 
Each person is given a sheet of paper having the letters 
of the alphabet written one below the other down the 
left-hand margin, with blank spaces opposite. It is 
exciting to see who can, in the time allotted for the 
frolic, fill in each blank space with some Irish noun or 
adjective beginning with the letter named. The words 
used may be the names of celebrated Irishmen, places 
in Ireland, Irish legends or anything of the kind. A 
hasty example of such an alphabet is g^ven below: 

(A) Armagh, (B) Blarney Stone, (C) Colleen 
Bawn, (D) Dublin, <E) Emmet, (F) Fitzgerald, (G) 
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Garryowen, (H) Handy Andy, (I) Innisfallen, (J) 
"Judy O'Grady," (K) Kathleen Mavourneen, (L) Lover, 
(M) Mayo, (O) O'Connell, (P) Paddy the Piper, (Q) 
Queenstown, (R) Rory O'More, (S) Shandon Bells, 
(T) Tara, (U) Ulster, (V) "Vale of Avoca," (W) Willy 

ReiUy, (X) , (Y) Youghal (Z) . (X and Z 

should not be included in the test.) 

Again there is the amusing puzzle game founded on 
the names of different snakes banished from Ireland by 
the great Apostle, if their species ever flourished there. 
To play the game pass around cards having* the following 
queries written on them, and ask your guests to find 
in the answer to each the name of some crawling den- 
izen of the globe: 

1. Worn in winter by women? Boa* 

2. Worn all the year round? Garter. 

3. Baby plays with it unhurt? Rattle. 

4. Expensive to feed in winter ? Eggeater. 

5. Sign of a harsh letter? Asp. 

6. How Mr. Weller would describe a napkin? Viper. 

7. Deadly to the negro race? Blacksnake. 

The game or puzzle called Irish Initials is also well 
worth considering for a March 17th festivity. It con- 
sists in supplying for your guests the initials of certain 
celebrated Irish names and seeing who can fill in the 
blanks correctly. Examples of the skeleton names would 
be: 

D. O. (Daniel O'Connell). E. F. (Edward Fitzger- 
ald). R. E. (Robert Emmet). S. L. (Samuel Lover). 
C. L. (Charles Lever). T. M. (Thomas Moore). O. G, 
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(Oliver Goldsmith). B. B. (Brian Boru), B, S. (Ber- 
nard Shaw). 

The Shamrock Puzzle cannot fail to excite amusement 
among bright people. This consists of from ten to 
twenty questions about the three-leafed clover, of which 
the following are illustrations: 

What mystery of religion did St Patrick illustrate 
with a shamrock? The Trinity. 

What cards of the euchre deck are patterned on the 
three-leafed clover? The entire suit of Clubs, which in 
France, whence our playing cards come, is called Trefle 
or Trefoil — ^that is, three-leafed clover. 

What expression appropriate to this puzzle suggests 
extreme good fortune? To "be in clover." 

Why might clover resemble a stone being hurled? Be- 
cause it is sometimes a shamrock. 

When the program of games has been exhausted and 
prizes awarded, a shamrock supper will be in order. 

Instead of lace doilies and centerpiece for the table, 
have pretty mats cut from green tissue paper to go 
under the flower bowl, hors-d'oeuvres dishes and in- 
dividual covers. The candlesticks should have pretty 
running designs of clover and place-cards are tiny paper 
shamrocks fixed with wire to hang over the edge of the 
tumblers. 

Decorate some entree with tiny shamrocks stamped 
out of thin slices of cucumber or green pepper with a 
vegetable cutter. 

Have lettuce sandwiches cut in shamrock shape or 
roll the minced chicken variety and tie with green baby- 

[58]! 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

ribbon. Any confectioner will supply ices in shamrock 
molds for the occasion. 



A SIMPLE GUEST LUNCHEON FOR ST. 
PATRICK'S DAY 

The hostess who must squeeze her occasional hos- 
pitality out of a bill of small dimensions should ap- 
preciate in full the possibilities of St Patrick's Day — 
that feast of fun pure and simple. 

Here to her hand is a celebration where jokes and 
comic ingenuity take the place of expensive elaboration, 
and where any one with some little knack of tricking 
out a table or making a special dish out of an every- 
day course can give a successful luncheon or little dinner. 

Have few and simple courses, omitting oysters or 
preliminary relish, if necessary, to keep the frolic within 
the limits set for it by the family exchequer, but flavor 
strongly throughout with Hibernian allusion and no- 
menclature. These bits of timely nonsense introduced 
here and there keep people amused and laughing from 
course to course and go far toward a general good time. 

Special tissue paper with designs of shamrocks and 
other emblems of the "ould sod" makes a cheap and 
effective table trimming. A pretty way to arrange it 
is where two strips of the paper are crossed in the center 
of the festive board over the white cloth, or, if preferred, 
on the polished tabletop. This does away with the ex- 
pense of a formal centerpiece, the place of which is 
usurped by the large designs on the paper. 
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A quick and easy way to make candleshades appro- 
priate to the occasion is to cut them from rough art 
paper or cardboard and decorate with shamrock sprays 
in watercolor. Finish with g^lt paper fringe or gold 
beading. 

Crepe paper in one or more shades of green, with a 
sheet each of gfreen and black cardboard, and two or 
three white clay pipes such as children use for blowing 
bubbles, are the only materials required for some timely 
and amusing "Paddy's day" favors. 

Hold the pipes with bowl away from you and on the 
stem paint features comically suggesting the human face. 
Dress the pipes like dolls, male or female, with gfreen 
and yellow tissue paper. The bowl of the pipe will af- 
ford a projecting cranium on which funny bonnets and 
"stovepipes" may be built up. 

A "shamrock powder" case is another amusing trifle 
to lay at some cover. The foundation of this is a set 
of tiny envelopes each of which contains some Hiber- 
nian joke clipped from a newspaper or written from 
memory on a card. These are bound together with baby- 
ribbon and are enclosed in a folding case (needle-book 
shape) of green crepe paper, or of white crepe decorated 
with St. Patrick's trefoil. The case closes with green 
baby-ribbon. The name "Shamrock Powders" appears 
on the case in gilt. The idea is, of course, that the per- 
son receiving this novelty will take a powder (i. e., read 
a joke) whenever suffering from a fit of the blues. 

Any small, inexpensive baskets, round or square, with 
or without handles, can be trimmed with green crepe 
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paper to hold bonbons. Line them inside either with 
tinfoil or with white paper which has been passed 
through the fluting-iron, and tie the handles with g^een 
baby-ribbon. Fill with home-made fudge. 

From the green cardboard (or from heavy art paper 
in the same timely hue) make place-cards. These are 
little shamrocks all cut by one pattern and having the 
names of the guests written on them. They can be made 
with a wire catch for suspending them on the edges of 
the water tumblers, or they can lie on the service plates 
when guests sit down. Similar clover shapes, but much 
larger in size, make striking substitutes for doilies un- 
der dishes, hors-d'oeuvres and so forth. 

The following menu is dainty and not too expensive. 
It can be altered a Uttle here and there when necessary 
to suit the resources of the entertainer : 

Pratie Soup with Shamrocks. 

Qover Croquettes with Grane Pays. 

Rolls and Butter. 

Lamb Qiops (Irished) with Biddy's Entree. 

Evergreen Lettuce with Golden Dressing. 

Pat's Delight with Erin Cakes. 

Coffee, Crackers and Cheese, 

Irish Mint Drops. 

A piquant and rather unusual potato soup for the 
initial course is made of "praties" browned in butter by 
the following recipe : Fry in butter until nicely browned, 
but not scorched, one small onion, sUced, and from six 
to eight potatoes (according to size) peeled and cut in 
dice or slices. Remove from the fire and turn them into 
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a quart (or a quart and a half) of stock or hot water, 
preferably the former, with a tablespoonful of parsley 
chopped fine. Boil until the potatoes are soft enough 
to mash easily, and pass through a sieve. Return to the 
fire and reheat, seasoning well with salt and pepper. The 
beaten yolks of one or two eggs may be stirred in, just 
before serving, for additional richness. The soup must 
not boil again after these are added, or the eggs will 
curdle. 

The shamrocks served with this soup are tiny clover 
shapes stamped from rather dry bread with a tiny cutter 
and then browned in the oven like croutons. 

The clover croquettes may be of chicken, crab, fish 
or any other nice croquette mixture to which the home 
cook IS accustomed. They take their name from the 
fact that they are molded in the trefoil shape emblem- 
atic of the day. By placing the croquettes very care- 
fully in the wire basket after the egg and cracker dust 
are added, and frying not more than two or three at a 
time, the form can be retained without much trouble. 

The lamb chops are "Irished" (after being Frenched) 
by decorating the bones with tiny frills of green paper 
instead of the usual white papillotes, and "Biddy's en- 
tree" is white turnips and "praties" mashed together and 
seasoned, a favorite dish of the Emerald Isle. 

The green of the lettuce and the yellow of the may- 
onnaise give the colors of the flag of Erin. Decorate 
this dish with a tiny harp flag. 

"Pat's delight" is bombe glace, the outer cream pis- 
tachio for the green, the inner orange or frozen custard 
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(yellow). A gelatine dessert colored green with vege- 
table coloring, hardened in a trefoil mold and served 
with a thin, soft custard dressing (yellow), could be 
substituted where the ice cream would entail too much 
outlay. White iced cakes with the word "Erin" in green 
would not be beyond the facilities of the home kitchen 
unless the affair is arranged at very short notice. Irish 
mint drops are the popular cream mints wrapped in 
squares of green tissue paper. 



AN EMERALD GREEN FROLIC 

Again, the entertainer with little to spend, who wants 
a generous meed of laughter at her Patrick's Day Party- 
can try the merry scheme of an Emerald Green Evening. 

Begin arrangements by covering the floor of the par- 
lor or living-room with green baize. Now, with chalk 
suggest on the green the outlines of the Irish map, writ- 
ing in the names of some celebrated counties as Cork, 
Kilkenny, Kerry. 

A Blarney Stone (and this all must kiss under heavy 
penalties) is next constructed of packing boxes and 
sand paper. Another laugh can be raised by filling shal- 
low pans with water, embedding them with green leaves 
on the parlor table and labeling the whole "The Lakes 
o' Killarney." Or, flat, rimless mirrors may be sub- 
stituted for the pans of water. Have tiny toy swans and 
ducks floating on the lakes. 

When all have arrived the ceremony of kissing the 
[68] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

Blarney Stone takes place. From this no one is excused 
on any plea whatever. 

Follow this important initiation with a jolly scramble 
game played with the little Irish flags, sold for a penny 
apiece, or even less, during the early part of March. 
These flags are stuck up wherever they can be inserted 
around the room. 

Some one who does not join in the game then plays 
the piano and all march in a circle clapping hands. When 
the music breaks off, which is always suddenly in the 
middle of a bar of a melody, players scramble for the 
flags. When it continues they must immediately resume 
their march. This continues until all flags have been 
collected, when the person having the largest number 
wins a prize. 

A game involving less physical and more mental ex- 
ertion is called Irish Acrostic. For it, secure half as 
many white cards as you will have players. Down the 
left-hand margin of each card write very legibly the 
letters of the patriotic sentence, Erin Go Bragh, having 
them occur in the order they follow in the sentence 
itself. Have little pencils attached to the cards with 
green ribbon. 

Each girl and man receive a card between them, 
which they endeavor to complete together. This is done 
by writing opposite each letter on the card the name 
of something for which Ireland is famous, beginning 
with that letter. 

An example of such an acrostic will serve to illustrate 
the plan: 
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E — Emmet. 

R— Rory G'More. 

I — Innisfallen. 

N — Nora. 

G — Giant's Causeway. 

O— O'Connell. 

B — Bells of Shandon. 

R — Redmond. 

A — ^Antrim. 

G — Goldsmith. 

H — Hibernia. 

Any other sentiment appropriate to the occasion, or 
the name of some Irish patriot, can be employed in the 
same way. 

GREEN QUESTIONS 

A pleasant question game is founded on the color 
green and objects found green in Nature. The questions 
are written in tiny blank-books, with spaces opposite for 
the answers. Illustrations of Green Questions would be : 

What Frenchman was called *'the sea green incorrup- 
tible ?*' Robespierre. 

What part of the frigid zone is green even in winter ? 
Greenland. 

With what Oriental nation is green a sacred hue ? The 
Turks. 

Fill in the following Scriptural quotation : "Spreading 
himself like a green ? Bay Tree. 

Who called trees, "Green-robed senators of the mighty 
woods?" John Keats. 
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What small race of beings are said to dress only in 
green? The fairies. 

MATCHING GREEN 

Round out the evening's program with an amusing 
contest which consists in matching different shades of 
green. For this secure six "samples" of different shades 
of green cloth and two good-sized squares of paste- 
board. Cut each sample in half, paste one half on one 
square of cardboard, the remaining half on the other. 
Mark one set of samples (that is, those on one card) 
with numbers, the others with letters, taking care that 
the matching halves do not correspond. To begin the 
game, one square of cardboard is hung up on one side 
of the room, the other square on the wall opposite. 
Paper and pencils are distributed and each player is 
asked to write down the matching halves, identifying 
them by number and letter. Thus, N — 2, S — 7, and so 
on. Players whose answers are correct are eligible to 
draw for the prize. 

TO MEET PAT 

A FUNNY Irish entertainment given by a New York 
hostess to celebrate St. Patrick's Day made a great hit 
with the twenty-four guests invited. 

Invitations were written on "say grane" paper, deco- 
rated with Irish harps and other appropriate emblems, 
and were strongly flavored with brogue. The following 
will illustrate the latter: 
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Anna, Daklint : 

Can yez attind a tay drinkin' and gineral divarsion on 
Paddy's day in the avenin', to meet Pat? Shure, 'tis 
wilkim ye'U be, and that heartily. R. S, V. P. av yez 
kindly plaze, and so hopin' to see ye prisint, I raymain, 
Your affectionate Carrie. 

Arriving on the appointed evening, guests found the 
guest of honor nowhere in evidence. Questions as to 
the other name of Pat, who he was or whence he came, 
were met with laughing evasion on the part of the host- 
ess. He was on the premises^ she annoimced, and would 
appear very shortly. 

The entertainer herself was arrayed in a black gown, 
with green and white striped gingham apron and close- 
fitting black bonnet garishly trimmed with Paddy's own 
hue. Many of the guests, it soon appeared, had taken a 
hint from the invitations to come similarly attired. 

When everybody expected had arrived, the men chose 
partners among the girls, and each couple received be- 
tween them a card having a g^een pencil attached with 
green ribbon. At the head of each card was written : 

INTRODUCING PAT 

and below it a series of questions, the answers to which 
were "pats" of all kinds, from "patriotic" to "patulous." 
Some possible "pats" are given here to show the plan : 

Pat fighting for his country. Patriotic. 

Pat grown haughty and of noble birth. Patrician. 

Pat inheriting from his father. Patrimony. 
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Pat in a child's game with the hands. Pat-a-cake. 

Pat in a far distant land. Patagonia. 

Pat mending in a very humble fashion. Patching. 

Pat with an Eastern perfume. Patchouli. 

Pat with an ornamental quilt. Patchwork. 

Pat with a bone of the human leg. Patella. 

Pat protecting his own ingenuity. Patent. 

Pat as a married man, as the head of a family. Pater- 
familias. 

Pat in his relations to his children. Paternal. 

Pat abroad speaking an inferior dialect. Patois. 

Pat grown very old with hoary locks. Patriarch. 

Pat in the crime of slaying his own father. Patricide. 

Pat in a uniform on the "force." Patrol. 

Pat, grown rich, protecting arts and industries. Patron. 

Pat bearing one of the family names. Patronymic. 

Pat among the Dutch settlers of New York. Patroon. 

Pat with a good model to fashion by. Pattern. 

Pat disguised as a woman. Patricia. 

Pat imitating the sound of raindrops. Patter. 

Pat with a small pie or luncheon dainty. Patty. 

Pat spreading like a tree. Patulous. 

Many other "pats" can be discovered if it is desired 
to extend the list Literature and history will furnish 
them as well as the dictionary, Patrick Henry and Pat- 
more, the author, for example. 

Twenty minutes were allowed for discovering the 
many disguised "pats." At the end of that time the 
hostess collected and examined the lists, awarding as 
prizes two funnv little Irishmen filled with chocolates. 
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"Tay" served in cups of modern Irish Beleek ware, 
the handles of which were bedecked with jaunty bows 
of green ribbon, proved a "divarsion" here. With it, 
instead of sugar, was passed rock candy in a pretty pale 
shade of Hibemia's hue. 

After the "tay" drinking, which kept every one pleas- 
antly occupied for fifteen minutes, some one passed 
around the room with a basket containing folded papers 
of which each man or girl took one. Players were asked 
to keep the subjects written on their slips secret. When 
the latter were opened, a name of an Irish celebrity was 
found written there. Fiction, history, legend and liter- 
ature were all represented in these names, the past and 
present both figuring. 

The gathering thus formed was a very mixed one, in- 
cluding Brian Boru, O'Connell, Paddy the Piper, Handy 
Andy, Robert Emmet, Pamell, Charles O'Malley, Thomas 
Moore and Redmond, among a number of others. Each 
player became, for the time being, the celebrity named 
on his slip. He was obliged to answer any question (ex- 
cept the name of the personage he represented) which 
might be asked by any other player. 

At the end of half an hour the paper and pencils were 
distributed. The players wrote down what characters 
they thought other persons had represented, writing the 
name of the player opposite that of the character as- 
sumed, as: 

Brian Boru — ^Miss Hodges. 

Handy Andy — Mr. Phillips. 

CCoimell — ^Mrs. Stevenson. 
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As the company was composed of intelligent, well- 
read people, this intellectual game was much enjoyed. 
A book of Irish songs with music was the prize in this 
round. 

Of course, they had an Irish potato race, the "praties" 
being propelled over a certain prescribed course with 
wands tied with green ribbons. A potato race may al- 
ways be depended upon to cause a great deal of fun. 

Another twenty minutes passed pleasantly in supplying 
the missing words in a dozen incomplete references or 
quotations extracted from literature, folklore or the 
musical ditties of the Emerald Isle. 

Ample time for thinking up the last words was given 
and a framed photograph of a beautiful scene in the 
Killamey region awarded for the best set of answers. 

Some of the incomplete references follow: 

QUESTIONS 

r. The harp that 

2. The Widow Malone 

3. On Patrick's Day in the momin\ 

4. The bells of 

5. Down in 

They eat potatoes, skins and all. 

6. The White Horse 

7. They're hangin' men and women now — 



[70] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

ANSWERS 

I. once through Tara's hall, etc. 

2. Oc hone. 

3. Potatoes and fishes are very good dishes 

4. Shandon, 

They sound so grand on 
The pleasant waters of the river Lee. 
5. Donegal 

6. of the Peppers. 

7. for wearin' of the Green. 

The supper table was appropriate to the day without 
going to extremes of expense. In the center of the 
board was stretched a silk flag of Ireland, in the center 
of which stood a pot of growing shamrocks. Each of 
the four corners of the flag was defended by a little 
(candy-box) Irishman who carried his shillelah in a way 
which suggested the "tread-on-the-tail-of-me-coat" atti- 
tude. The candlesticks held green bayberry candles. 

At each cover stood a comical little hobgoblin made of 
a hollowed-out Irish potato in the same way that pump- 
kins are treated for Thanksgiving, and lighted from 
within with a candle-end. 

There was plentiful allusion to the Emerald Isle in the 
menu, also. Bisque of pea souf), most appropriate in tint, 
came first, served in cups. 

With the broiled birds, which were effectively gar- 
nished with cress and other edible green things, was 
served the good old Hibernia compound, calecannon. 
This is mashed potatoes and cabbage in combination. 
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The salad, composed of lettuce, cucumbers and fresh 
green peppers, was, of course, entirely green. 

Irish moss pudding and a cake iced with pistachio 
frosting and decorated with a quantity of little Irish 
flags were followed by coflfee and green bonbons. 



A PRATIE PARTY 

The foundation for a home merrymaking in honor 
of St. Patrick is a basket of potatoes. This will furnish 
all the games and contests for the evening's program, 
the lion's share of the refreshments if need be, and will 
cost but a tenth of what is often paid for an entertain- 
ment. 

The entertainer first directs her guests to search the 
room for bundles wrapped in the color they have drawn 
upon entering. In the resulting scramble each player 
finds a package wrapped in tissue paper of the tint 
searched for, which proves to be merely a "pratie" 
scrubbed very clean. Players retain the "praties" found 
as the basis of a potato-peeling bee. Each player re- 
ceives a kitchen-knife with which to peel, and a prize 
is offered for the first potato completely peeled after the 
signal is given. Another way is to allow a certain time 
for this task and award a prize to all who succeed in 
removing the peeling in one piece. Reproductions of 
famous ivory carvings may be asked for after the peeling 
is removed — ^to compete for a prize. 

A contest which will keep the room in a gale of 
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laughter is a potato race where each girl matches a man 
m carrying a certain number of potatoes (one at a time) 
on a tablespoon from a chair at one end of the room to 
another and back in the same way. 

For a sit-down game, distribute paper and pencil and 
see who can in five minutes form the most words out 
of the word "potato,** 

Parlor tenpins can be played with potatoes as balls; 
and if for this long rather than round ones are chosen 
the game will be more interesting, as it requires con- 
siderable skill to direct such a shaped "ball." 

For the'last frolic gather around a large table on which 
are placed peanuts, raisins, prunes or other dried fruits, 
with a bunch of wooden toothpicks and a paper of wire 
hairpins. Each player receives a potato, out of which 
he must fashion an animal or goblm, using the peanut 
and fruit for heads and the toothpicks for limbs, tails, 
etc., as fancy and invention dictate. At the end of ten 
minutes the different animals are arranged on the table 
for exhibition and the hostess, without knowing to whom 
the different entries belong, awards prizes to the crea- 
tures she considers funniest. After the awarding of these 
prizes guests adjourn to the dining-room for a hot supper 
in which potatoes play an important part 

For the menu, many of the potato dishes named 
are in masquerade style. That is, other dainties are 
served in potato skins, so no tiresome repetition of 
the staple product exists, though apparently the chief 
of the diet. 
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MENU FOR PRATIE SUPPER 

Baked Potatoes, Surprise Style. 

The Widow McQoud's Entree. 

Shamrock Sandwiches. Olives in a Potato Boat. 

Hibernian Fruit Salad. 

Individual Cabbages. 

Green Cheese. Water Biscuit. Coffee. 

The surprise potatoes are served on each plate upon a 
lace paper doily, the top of each having a tiny bow of pale- 
green ribbon, which, when raised, lifts back the upper 
half of the potato skin, when the surprise is revealed. For 
the inside of the tuber, after baking, has been carefully 
removed and the hollow filled with small chicken cro- 
quettes ; a smaller paddy is filled with gfreen peas. 

The Widow McCloud's Entree is no other than old- 
fashioned mashed potatoes served on a platter and deco- 
rated with a St. Patrick's Day favor. Or, instead, serve 
the mashed potatoes molded in the form of shamrocks. 

The shamrock sandwiches may be slices of bread and 
butter folded together and cut out in trefoil shape, with 
a tasty filling of lettuce or watercress with mayonnaise 
dressing. 

The Hibernian salad is made of cubes of grapefruit 
pulp and halves of Malaga grapes, dressed a short time 
before serving with sherry wine and powdered sugar. 
Serve in grapefruit glasses, tying an artificial shamrock to 
the shank of each glass with green ribbon. The individual 
cabbages are made from green tissue paper, with a 
generous slice of cake in the center of each one to ac- 
company the fruit salad. 
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The green cheese is cream cheese softened with 
whipped cream, colored green with vegetable coloring 
extract and rolled into tiny balls like butterpats. Half an 
English walnut may be concealed in the center of each 
cheese ball. Serve with water crackers. 

DANCE OF COLLEENS 

The most successful feature of a pay entertainment 
given on March 17th was a chorus of "Irish Colleens," 
who sang Irish ballads, to the gpreat enjoyment of the 
audience. The colleens were twelve pretty girls wearing 
homespun frocks and wreaths of shamrock. They carried 
little shillalahs (blackthorn clubs) specially made for the 
purpose. At different points of the songs tiny lights 
appeared simultaneously in the shillalahs, suggesting Will- 
o'-the-wisp. Green light was thrown on the colleens as 
"The Wearing o* the Green" and other patriotic songs 
were rendered. 

PATRICK'S DAY SUPPER 

When Paddy's Day is celebrated in the popular form 
of a supper the menu might be green turtle soup, or, less 
expensive, 

Cream of Murphy Soup. 

Olives. Pickles. Watercress. 

Irish Stew, with Green Peas. 

Irish Potatoes. 

Sauteme Jelly, colored green, or Pistache Cream. 

Emerald Cake. 

Green Tea and Creme de Menthe. 
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For simpler refreshments there might be cress or let- 
tuce sandwiches, potato salad or cold boiled salmon with 
sauce tartare, pistache cream with small iced cakes cut 
in fancy shapes, olives, crystallized mint leaves and coffee. 

A clever idea last year at a dinner was the passing of 
small clay pipes with the coffee, their bowls stuffed with 
cotton soaked in alcohol. When these were lighted they 
not only produced a pretty effect, but were used to set on 
fire the cubes of sugar in each cup of coffee. 

In case you elect to make your pistache cream at home, 
let me. give you a reliable recipe. Serve the cream in 
meringue shells, which may be purchased of the con- 
fectioner. The green cream pressed between the white 
shells looks most attractive. 

PISTACHE CREAM IN MERINGUE SHELLS 

Mix a scant tablespoonful of flour with one cup sugar, 
add one egg and beat thoroughly. Have ready a pint of hot 
milk, and pour slowly over the flour and sugar. Return 
to double boiler and cook twenty minutes. Take from 
fire, cool, and stir in one quart of cream, a tablespoonful 
vanilla and two ounces of pistache nuts blanched and 
pounded to a smooth paste. Add a tablespoonful of 
orange flower water and freeze. Serve in the meringue 
shells. If your grocer does not keep the pistache nuts, 
pounded almonds with a flavoring of bitter almond and 
a little spinach juice to color green wiU produce almost 
the same result 
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PATRICK'S DAY SOCIABLE 

In sending out your invitations for a St. Patrick's Day 
entertainment ask the guests to honor the saint, the day 
and the nation by their dress. These costumes need not 
fce elaborate. Green ties for the men, big green-covered 
buttons — ^if they so elect — ^for their waistcoats, and, of 
course, a sprig of shamrock for the "buttonhole. The 
women may wear wreaths of shamrocks, real or artificial, 
in their hair and corsages. 

In decorating the house for such an event, green 
should predominate. String paper shamrock leaves on 
green cord carried from the comers of the table to 
the chandelier above the centerpiece. Glass candle- 
sticks, with green shades, or green electric light bulbs 
could be used. A large cardboard harp, gilded and 
placed in a conspicuous position, labeling it, "The Harp 
that Once through Tara's Hall," is another suggestion. 
During the evening let some member of the company 
standing by the harp read or sing the poem. Let Irish 
guests sing Irish melodies and invite all present to repeat 
$ome Irish bull, giving a prize for the best. 

Have a big punch bowl in a comer draped with Irish 
flags and labeled "Cmiskeen lawn." This may be a tem- 
perance beverage, but should be colored green. Have 
near the entrance a real marble block or stone wrapped 
in moss, gpreen paper or silk, and notify each guest that 
he is expected to kiss the "Blarney Stone." 

A clever idea for a St. Patrick's entertainment is a big 
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Jack Horner pie that can be purcHased rea3y made or 
constructed at home from a big round hat-box. It should 
be covered with moss or green paper and filled with St. 
Patrick favors, each wrapped in green tissue paper and 
attached to emerald ribbons used to draw them from 
the box. 

For card parties tally cards in white and green, with 
shamrock wafers, should be used, while Japanese napkins, 
doilies and even tablecloths in sets, decorated with the 
shamrock, may be secured to carry out the color scheme. 
Green paper salad and ice cases in the St Patrick motif 
would be an appropriate finish. 

If one does not care to purchase paper cases for the 
salads it is easy to make them at home from vegetables. 
For instance, green peppers make attractive cups for 
salads. To prepare them, cut a thin slice from tiie top 
and remove the seeds and white pulp. If they do not 
stand, cut a slice from the bottom also. 

Cucumber boats, to hold chicken or other salad, are 
made by scooping out large-sized pickled cucumbers, 
while gfreen apples, hollowed, serve for salads or as candle- 
sticks. The list of dishes suited to a St. Patrick's func- 
tion is a wide one, and the menu selected may be simple 
or complex, according to individual circumstances and 
preference. Where a course supper is served it might 
be something like this : 

Murphy Bisque with Shamrocks. 

Pickles. Olives. 

Paddy's Best Friend— "The Pig that Slept in the Parlor." 
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This can be a little roast pig on a bed of cress, a clay 
pipe in his mouth, his tail tied with g^een ribbons and a 
garland of green round his neck. If one does not care 
to have a whole pig, a ham, pork chops, or an Irish stew 
with potatoes and peas would be a tasty substitute. 

The salad may be a potato salad or a Ballyshannon 
pickle, which is simply salmon served with dill pickles. 

Other suitable dishes are sauteme jelly colored green, 
Irish moss salad, pistache cream in meringue shells, olive 
sandwiches, cakes with green icing and decorated with 
citron shamrock leaves, g^een and white mints and lime 
drops, salted pistache nuts, green tea and creme de 
menthe. 

SAUCE TARTARS 

While almost any salad may be used in carrying out 
the green color scheme, the dressing in most cases is most 
appropriately a sauce tartare, which is a mayonnaise or 
cooked dressing made acid and green with chopped 
pickles, capers, nasturtium seeds, parsley or olives. A 
cooked dressing, also acid, is used for broiled fish and 
goes by the same name. To make the cold sauce tartare, 
put into a cold bowl a half-teaspoonful each sugar 
and mustard, a saltspoonful salt and one-half salt- 
spoonful of pepper. Squeeze in two or three drops of 
onion juice, add the yolks of two raw eggs and stir well. 
Then commence adding, at first very slowly, a cupful of 
olive oil. At first the oil should go in almost drop by 
drop, but as soon as the mayonnaise begins to thicken it 
may be added in larger quantities. When all the oil has 
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been used add a tablespoonf ul lemon juice and a teaspooa- 
ful tarragon vinegar and beat again. 

Mince fine enough parsley to make a tablespoonful and 
rub with the back of a spoon to a paste, adding during the 
rubbing two or three drops of alcohol (not the wood 
alcohol). Stir this paste into the mayonnaise together 
with two tablespoonfuls of chopped pickles and olives. 
Stir well together. This may be used at once or can be 
prepared ahead so as to simplify the work of getting 
ready on St. Patrick's Day. 

The secret of success in the making of this dressing is 
to have the oil, eggs and dishes used, cold. Potato salad 
mixed with this dressing is specially suitable for the day 
and here is a genuine English recipe which is called a 
savory : 

ST. PATRICK'S POTATO SAVORY 

Boil six large potatoes with their jackets and let th«n 
cool in their skins. Then peel, slice and chill. Chop very 
fine a heaping tablespoonful of parsley and half an onion, 
mix lightly^ cover with sauce tartare and jserve on lettuce 
leaves. 

SAUTERNB JELLV 

SoaE two tablespoonfuls gpranulated gelatine tn a half 
cupful of cold water for twenty minutes. Pour over the 
softened gelatine one and one-half cups boiling water and 
stir until completely dissolved. Add one tablespoonful 
lemon juice and a cup of granulated sugar. Color with 
spinach juice or leaf green, strain^ pour into a shallow pan 
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and chill. Serve in green apple cups, in glass sherbet cups 
or paper salad cases. A plain lemon jelly tinted green is 
also appropriate to the day, particularly' if a bunch of real 
shamrock leaves is molded in it. 

EMERALD CAKE 

Beat to a cream one cupful butter, then add, little by 
little, two cupfuls granulated sugar and cream again. 
Add one-half cupful sweet milk, three and one-half cup- 
fuls flour sifted with four teaspoonfuls baking powder. 
Lastly fold in the whites of seven eggs, beaten to a stiff 
froth, and enough g^een coloring matter to make a deli- 
cate green. Flavor with almond extract and bake in 
layers. 

When cool, put together with a filling of boiled icing 
mixed with chopped raisins, currants and nut meats. 

Cover with icing tinted green, tracing a shamrock vine 
about it with white icing, using for this purpose a con- 
fectioner's tube, or a cornucopia made from stiff white 
paper. Put an Irish flag in the center, and about it a 
circle of green candy pipes, bowls upward. Sprinkle with 
candy shamrocks. 



AN EASTER SOCIAL 

A PLEASANT and very inexpensive way of entertaining a 
company of adults during Easter week is an Easter social. 

Write the invitations on the blank side of pretty Easter 
cards or on Easter postals, which can be obtained any- 
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where for two or three cents apiece as. the spring season 
advances. 

Pale yellow and green make a pretty color scheme in 
which to trim the rooms, and daffodils are usually plenti- 
ful and cheap at Easter. 

When all expected guests are on the scene announce 
an exciting runabout contest. Each player is g^ven a 
wooden spoon tied with ribbon of a certain color — as blue 
in light and dark shades, red and pink, lavender, orange, 
lemon and so on. 

Players are directed to commence searching as soon as 
the signal is given, for a dyed egg of the same color as 
that of the ribbon on the spoons received. As soon as this 
egg is discovered it must be rolled with all possible 
celerity to the base. This base may be either an egg- 
shaped enclosure drawn on the boards of the floor with 
chalk, or as in the case of a completely carpeted room, it 
could be a piece of cardboard cut out in the shape of 
an egg. 

The person first to find his or her egg and paddle it 
with the spoon to this base wins the prize. Give a booklet 
of Easter verse as gift in this round. 

An interesting question game will help to vary the 
program pleasantly. The questions are all founded, it is 
almost unnecessary to say, on Easter and its symbol, the 
egg. Here are a few to illustrate : 

What fact did Columbus demonstrate with an eggl 
The fact that something seemingly impossible can be 
readily accomplished when one knows how. 

What foolish capitalist had a perpetual fortune which 
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he destroyed by killing a fowl? The owner of the goose 
that laid the golden eggs. , 

What egg, according to Arabian myth, was the largest 
ever laid ? That of the gigantic bird called the Roc. 

What catastrophe in which an egg played an important 
role was not remediable even by the united powers of a 
kingdom? The fall of Humpty Dumpty. 

What pretty scene in which eggs are used occurs an- 
nually at Washington, D. C. ? The egg-rolling on the lawn 
of the White House at Easter. 

How did the egg become a s)rmbol of Easter? It was 
regarded by the early Christian church as an emblem of 
resurrection and eternal life, the spirit issuing from the 
dead body as the living chick from the inanimate egg. 

What eggs are the most costly in the world ? Those of 
an extinct bird called the Auk. 

What egg is employed as a sign of disapproval and a 
term of opprobrium? Bad egg. 

What proverb concerning eggs indicates a difficult 
course to steer ? To walk among eggs. 

Give a little alcohol egg-boiler for cooking eggs at table, 
if it is desired to make this a prize game. 

When the interest and discussion aroused by the egg 
questions are over and the prize has been presented, try 
another good game of the same quiet sort. For con- 
venience' sake guests may be asked to assemble round a 
large table. Here pencils and paper are passed and each 
two players receive between them a card having written 
on it the following quotations : 

The evil that men do lives after them. 
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Try what repentance can, what can it not? 

We that have good wits have much to answer for. 

All the world's a stage. 

Liberty I Liberty ! How many crimes are committed 
in your name! 

He who walks on eggs must tread lightly. 

In union there is strength. 

One drop of ink can make a million tiiink. 

Who buys little needs no basket. 

The idea consists in choosing from each of the fore- 
going sentences one word. Group the nine words together 
in such a way that a proverb is formed based on egg^. 
Fifteen minutes is appointed for the mental gymnastics 
required by this feature. At the end of that time if any 
player has discovered the word of wisdom he wins a prize. 
A stickpin or some other acceptable trifle can be enclosed 
in an empty egg shell as prize-gift. 

For the sake of the busy entertainer who may wish to 
use the puzzle as it stands the name of the hidden proverb 
should be given. It is, "Do not have all your eggs in one 
basket." 

Then play the always enjoyable game of Up Jenkins, 
rendered seasonable by substituting a tiny candy egg 
(which may be wrapped in gilt paper or tinfoil), for the 
usual half-dollar. Give a set of Easter postal cards to be 
drawn for by all members of the winning side. 

One more lively round and supper will be in order. 
Each player will need a pencil and paper for it. The 
hostess now produces one of those resplendent rock candy 
eggs into which one looks through a peephole. 
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Each person has one minute in which to apply his eye 
to the peephole. After a minute has elapsed he retires to 
his seat where he must write down everything he saw 
pictured inside the egg. This list must be kept strictly 
private. When every one present has had his peep, and 
time has been allowed for writing out the list in detail, 
the entertainer makes a long and careful survey of the 
panorama, writing down every article revealed by a 
careful scrutiny. She then collects the papers and com- 
pares them with her own. The peeper who saw most 
in his or her minute wins the egg. The prize awarded will 
create much merriment among the defeated ones who 
failed to score. 

A novel and seasonable idea for serving the refresh- 
ments is to do up each portion daintily in a pasteboard 
egg. These hollow eggs can be obtained at any toy store 
or confectionery department. Sandwiches, even salad in 
a pretty Japanese bowl, home-made cake, olives or sweet 
gherkins, breadsticks and bonbons can all be tucked away 
in one of these capacious eggs. Pass hot beverages at 
the same time. 

AN EASTER ECGS-TRAVAGANZA 

1 

A HINT of the nature of this novel little entertainment 
is conveyed in the punning name. As in the Humpty 
Dumpty Party the fun is based on eggs— but eggs of dif- 
ferent kind, more relished by adults or yotmg people of 
fifteen to twenty than by children. 

Invitations should be written on sheets of smooth 
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tissue paper, as they are to be inserted in tgg shells. The 
following formula is an amusing one that will serve as 
an eggs-ample : 

My Dear Lucile : 

I eggs-pect to have a few friends here on Easter Mon- 
day afternoon at 4 o'clock eggs-actly and hope eggs- 
tremely that you will make one of us. Looking forward 
to the pleasure of seeing you on that date, I am 

Yours eggs-pectantly, 

Mabel. 

To prepare the shells for the invitations strike off one 
end of each egg with a sharp knife, remove the contents, 
wash the shell and tuck the folded tissue paper away in 
it. The end cut away is then glued back into place. On 
each shell write the words "Easter Opening. To Be 
Opened at Once." Enclose each shell in a small jewelry 
box surrounded by raw cotton. So packed it can be sent 
through the mails. 

The feature of the entertainment is a puzzle game 
founded on words beginning with the syllable ex- which 
becomes eggs in honor of the occasion. Thus, eggs — 
tremely, eggs — ^travagant, eggs— cited, eggs — ecration. 

A list of the puzzles which the entertainer can either 
use entire or make selections from is given. They 
should be written on cards or specially cut pieces of card- 
board with blanks left on the opposite margin for the 
answers. Or guesses can be written on the reverse side 
of the cards, numbered like the questions for purposes of 
identification. 
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ALL KINDS OF EASTER EGGS 

Strictly correct, precise eggs. Eggs-act 
Eggs too high in price. Eggs-orbitant. 
Overpraised eggs. Eggs-aggerated. 
Eggs placed very high. Eggs-alted. 
Eggs being searched with candlelight. Eggs-amined. 
Eggs as models. Eggs-ample. 
Eggs in a state of irritation. Eggs-asperated. 
Eggs digging or scooping. Eggs-cavation. 
Eggs in more than usual abundance. Eggs-ceeding. 
Eggs of superior quality. Eggs-cellent. 
Eggs used to pack with. Eggs-celsior. 
Eggs very odd and erratic. Eggs-centric. 
Eggs left out. Eggs-cepted. 
Eggs out of the usual run. Eggs-ceptional. 
Eggs in too great number. Eggs-cess. 
Eggs bartered for others. Eggs-changed. 
Eggs of artistic temperament. Eggs-citable. 
Eggs crying out. Eggs-clamation. 
Eggs barred from church. Eggs-communicated. 
Eggs in great pain. Eggs-cruciate. 
Eggs vindicated from an unjust charge. Eggs-culpate. 
Eggs on a summer trip. Eggs-cursion. 
Eggs on the scaffold. Eggs-ecution. 
Eggs taking physical culture. Eggs-ercise. 
Eggs greatly reduced in strength. Eggs-hausted. 
Eggs bursting with a loud noise. Eggs-plosion. 
These examples show the plan. A very long list, if de- 
sired, can be worked up from any dictionary. Half an 
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hour should be allotted for working out the answers. If 
the function is a purely feminine one a silver vanity bag 
in the form of an egg makes a nice prize. 



A HUMPTY DUMPTY PARTY 

A splendid plan for the Eastertide frolic of young 
people of any age, or all ages from ten to seventeen, is a 
Humpty Dumpty Party in which everything from invita- 
tions to supper menu is suggestive of egg^. 

The invitations are written on tgg shapes cut from 
cardboard and having one side tinted with water color in 
striped bands to suggest the eggs dyed for children at 
Paschaltide. On the reverse the wording occurs. 

Get the fun of the party into motion by a merry 
scramble game. As each boy enters the room he selects a 
single egg from a basket of colored candy eggs standing 
on a table by the door. Each girl takea a colored egg 
from a similar basket opposite that from which the boys 
choose. The boy and girl selecting eggs of the same 
color become partners and receive between them a basket 
with handles trimmed with ribbon of a certain color. No 
two of the baskets have ribbon of the same tint. When a 
signal is given each couple begin to search for dyed eggs 
of the color indicated by the ribbon on their basket. These 
are hidden everywhere around the room or rooms to 
which the company is admitted. To complete a basket it 
is necessary to have in it four eggs of the required tint. 
No others must be collected by the partners. The couple 
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first to complete their basket in the proper colors receive 
little satin candy boxes in egg shape filled with bon- 
bons. 

Equally good fun is a contest which might be called 
Egg-Jackstraws. For it a quantity of tiny candy eggs is 
heaped up in the middle of a table around which players 
sit. Each child receives a tumbler and two burnt matches. 
The fun consists in seeing which will be first to fill his 
tumbler with the eggs, jerking the latter into the former 
with matchsticks held in opposite hands. The person 
first to fill his or her tumbler by this means should win a 
dainty sachet in the form of an egg. 

A jolly game to which no prize is attached is called 
Reserved Seats. Arrange back to back along the center 
of the room as many chairs as there will be players. On 
three of the chairs (which should not be side by side) 
place colored eggs. Players march around the chairs to 
a lively time as in the game of Going to Jerusalem. When 
the music breaks oflF (which is always suddenly), players 
scramble for the seats. The chairs on which the eggs 
appear are "reserved" and no one must sit upon them. 
The player who is oftenest left chairless in this game 
might be condemned to give a forfeit to be redeemed by 
an amusing stunt of some kind. 

Or divide the company into two bands, arrange a row 
of colored eggs in the center of the room and let the 
young people form a circle to dance arotmd it. As they 
dance, one hand endeavors to gently draw some member 
of the opponents' side forward so as to touch and disturb 
the eggs. If they are successful, the person touching the 
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eggs must withdraw. This continues untU but one player 
remains. 

The colored eggs used in the foregoing games should 
be all gathered up and equally divided into two 
baskets to do duty in the merry game of Egg Passover. 
The guests are divided into two bands which stand facing 
each other. Each company has at the head of it a basket 
full of eggs, at the foot an empty basket. At a given 
signal each band begins to pass the eggs rapidly along 
the line from the full basket to the empty one. Each 
player must receive each egg and hand it to his nearest 
neighbor. When the empty basket has been filled it must 
be emptied again by the same process. Members of the 
side soonest to complete the passover win a candy egg 
apiece. 

For an amusing spoon race each boy offers a girl his 
arm. In their free hands each of the couple holds a 
spoon on which a hard-boiled egg is balanced. So bur- j 
dened the couple must make their way around the room , 
at a lively pace. 

Hunt the Thimble, described among the Christmas 
frolics in this book, can be played with a small egg for an 
Easter gathering. 

For a pleasant guessing game secure six of the familiar 
little pasteboard candy boxes shaped like eggs. In each 
one enclose one of the following familiar objects — a 
marble, pin, cork, thimble, button, nail. Write a number 
on each egg. Players draw up their chairs in a row and 
pencils and paper are distributed. Each person must then 
guess the contents of each egg, writing down his answers 
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identified with the same numbers that figure on the eggs. 
The boy or girl guessing most objects correctly might 
receive a pincushion in the form of an egg. 

Refreshments or supper should be served at or from a 
table appropriately Eastery in suggestion. A charming 
centerpiece is a nest made of some green, such as smilax 
or tufts of pine filled with downy chicks and spring 
flowers, especially yellow blooms such as daffodils and 
narcissus. 

Or colored eggs can be arranged in a nest made by 
weaving together the pliable boughs of budding pussy 
willow. When the eggs are utilized in the centerpiece the 
tiny chicks will serve as table favors. Tie a place-card 
with the name of some boy or girl on it around the neck 
of each chick. 



AN EASTER BUNNY FROLIC FOR THE 
CHILDREN. 

Something out of the usual nm in an Easter party for 
little people is an Easter Rabbit (or "Easter Bunny") 
Frolic. 

This is a function which children of any age from six 
to twelve will enter heartily into the spirit of. 

To excite curiosity from the first, invitations may be 
written on white rabbit shapes cut from cardboard. On 
one side have an Easter greeting in gold paint, on the 
reverse the bidding to the party. Enclose in envelopes to 
send through the mails. 
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Or plain white cards or note-paper may be employeS 
and the novelty lies in the wording as follows : 

THE EASTER RABBIT 

At Home 

Tuesday, March 27, 

at 5649 Chester St 

from 4 till 7. 

The pleasure of your company is cordially requested. 

The first frolic on the program is a rabbit hunt (of 
a most humane character). The little animal crackers in 
rabbit shape are hidden around the room before the chil- 
dren arrive, to be searched for like peanuts in a peanut 
hunt. 

Each child receives a paper bag or one specially made 
of cheap calico. "Winding" a hunting horn (a tin 
trumpet) gives the signal for the chase. The child who 
in ten minutes finds most rabbits, wins a bunny in 
chocolate or gingerbread. 

Or a race of another kind, equally exciting, can be ar- 
ranged. A number of inexpensive Easter bunnies are 
hidden in nooks and comers of all the rooms to which the 
juvenile company will be admitted. A hat is passed con- 
taining ribbons of different colors and each child selects 
a ribbon. When the horn blows he or she must search 
for a rabbit wearing around its neck a ribbon of the same 
color as that in hand. The bunnies when fotmd are re- 
tained as souvenirs. 

When the hunt just described figures on the program 
it can be followed by a very amusing rabbit race. Rugs 
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are rolled back, leaving the polished floor as a course. 
Over this the children propel their rabbits with walking- 
sticks. There is a general starting-place and, of course, 
a goal. The child first to push his bunny to the goal wins 
an Uncle Remus book recounting the adventures of B'rer 
Rabbit. If any bunny falls over in his course, the owner 
must withdraw from the game. 

While the youngsters are resting from the physical 
exertions of this spirited race, pass around cards with 
pencils attached and ask the company to draw a rabbit 
with the left hand. The right hand must be held behind 
the back. Five minutes is allowed for this drawing, the 
results of which are sure to provoke laughter, even from 
the little artists themselves. 

Then a blindfold frolic is arranged by cutting a huge 
rabbit out of brown cotton goods and pasting it on a sheet. 
Each child in turn with eyes bandaged must try to pin a 
furry morsel of tail on the rabbit. All those who succeed 
are eligible to draw for the prize, a white candy rabbit 
decorated with a pink satin bow. Or a velvet bunny who 
holds a pincushion in his paws could be the trophy in this 
round. 

If the little people are to sit down to supper after the 
games the table could be daintily and appropriately 
trimmed. For the centerpiece secure a square pan very 
shallow in depth in which stick upright single stalks of 
the wheat so much used for decorative purposes. Have 
the wheatfield showing quite a thick crop and among the 
wheat place a number of little bunnies. Only the heads 
and shoulders should show, peeping out from the grain. 
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To each rabbit is tied a narrow ribbon in green, white or 
yellow, the other end of which terminates at some child's 
plate. At the end of supper ribbons are pulled and each 
small guest receives a bunny. Ice cream can be served 
in the form of rabbits, and mad March hares can be 
painted scampering around the candleshades, the idea of 
the evening being introduced wherever possible through- 
out the decorative scheme. 

AN EASTER LILY ENTERTAINMENT. 

--. * 

An exceedingly pretty entertainment for March or 
April (according to the date of the feast), is an Easter 
Lily affair. The plan is one that offers considerable 
chance for charming decorative effects as well as for a 
series of original contests founded on the Easter bloom. 

Crepe paper lilies in connection with bands and rosettes 
of white and green crepe paper make effective festoons 
for the parlor walls. Loop the bands of alternating green 
and white gracefully from point to point, fastening them 
here and there with bouquets of paper lilies. These paper 
flowers can be purchased wherever favors are sold, or 
they can be made very inexpensively at home by means 
of the paper patterns sold in all toy shops. As they do 
not fade they are preferable for the mural decorations. 
Natural lilies in pots can be used to bank the corners of 
the room and bouquets of cut blooms might stand on table 
and mantelpiece. Girls enjoy a bit of dainty work with- 
out serious purpose for leisure hours, and any hostess 
having time for it in advance of the party can manufac- 
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ture at home some attractive favors for her guests of 
both sexes. For the girls these can be lily wreaths (very 
tiny blossoms) to be worn during the evening and re- 
tained as souvenirs afterwards. For the gentlemen single 
blossoms tied with narrow satin ribbon to serve as bouton- 
nieres. These should be distributed to arriving guests. 

The decorative effect of the frolic as a whole will be 
enhanced if all the young women can be induced to wear 
white gowns. 

Invitations should have a tiny lily sketched at the top 
of the note-paper, or the colors of the lily can be hinted 
at by writing the notes on white paper and enclosing in 
green envelopes. 

The following program of games suggests a com- 
bination of mental and manual contests which the enter- 
tainer can either copy outright or adapt to meet the partic- 
ular requirements of the party: 

Draw on a sheet with colored chalks or water color 
paint a lily plant gfrowing in a pot. Stretch this sheet or 
curtain taut in a doorway. Blindfold each player in turn 
and send him or her to pin a tissue paper lily on the plant. 
All those who succeed in doing so are eligible to draw 
for a prize. If but one person succeeds in reaching it 
this person is prizewinner. 

Or a real lily plant with numerous blooms can be sub- 
stituted for the sheet as foumdation for the frolic. Each 
player is blindfolded and is sent in turn to clip one of the 
flowers. All those who succeed in reaching the plant 
retain the lilies they clipped as trophies. 

A game of pure chance, but a most amusing one, is 
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founded on the letters in the word lily. For it the hostess 
asks each guest to write his or her namt on a sheet of 
paper, which is produced for the purpose. Some general 
rule should be agreed on in the beginning as to whether 
or not middle names shall be admitted. 

Autographs are then carefully gone over and the one 
which is found to contain the greatest number of letters 
that go to make up the word lily wins a prize. It is also 
better to make a rule in advance as to whether a letter 
twice repeated in a name counts for two, etc 

Lily bulbs are very acceptable gifts at this season of the 
year. The giver of an Easter lily entertainment may 
offer these souvenirs in rather a novel fashion. Secure 
a large packing-box, to be partially or wholly filled with 
excelsior, or, better still, dry sand. Wrap the bulbs in 
tissue paper and have your guests draw numbered slips 
to decide the order of the digging. Each individual is 
entitled to one dig. The bulb turned up by his spadeful 
of earth belongs to the digger. If the first roimd fails to 
unearth all the buried horticultural treasures players 
begin over again in the same order as before. 

A simple but laughable drawing game consists in 
placing each player in turn in front of a blackboard where 
with eyes closed he endeavors "to draw an Easter lily 
in a pot." 

The active games just described should be varied now 
and then with a test of mental agility. Such a competition 
can be arranged by having the players sit in a circle and 
by requesting each person to recall a quotation from some 
poet referring to the lily, or bringing in the name of this 
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flower. All those who in the allotted space of five minutes 
can think of such a verse can draw for the prize. 

Another literary recreation can be built upon the 
various lilies made famous by history, song or story ar- 
ranged in the form of riddles. A few questions on this 
plan will illustrate the idea : 

What are the "Lilies of France," so celebrated in song 
and story? Fleur de lis or iris blooms, our "flags." 

By what early monarch were they first adopted as the 
national insignia. Clovis, chief of the Salian Franks, who 
attained to royal power. 

Who was the "lily maid of Astolaf ? Elaine, in the 
Idyls of the King, by Tennyson. 

What celebrated poem begins, "T was in the time 
when lilies blow" ? Lady Clare by Alfred Tennyson. 

Name a lily once queen of a distant island? Lilio- 
kaulani. 

Decorate with lilies a number of blank cards — half as 
many as there are to be guests, — ^attach green pencils 
to the cards with narrow ribbon in green. One lady and 
one gentleman become partners for the game and share 
each card between them. Questions are answered on the 
reverse side of the card. The lady of the couple whose 
card shows the greatest percentage of correct answers 
receives a prize. Twenty minutes is a good time limit. 

If the hostess does not care to give a number of prizes 
each player coming out ahead in a single game can re- 
ceive a little ticket which entitles him or her to draw for 
a general prize given at the end. 

On the other hand, it is possible to secure very inex- 
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pensive articles to be awarded at the conclusion of each 
round. A blotting-pad, bookmark, motto, Easter card or 
calendar with design of the flower would be suflicient. 
Or a candy box might be easily found with a lily on the 
cover. A satin lily mounted on a stout hairpin makes a 
pretty coiffure ornament and Easter lilies can be obtained 
among the hard-chocolate novelties. 

If a supper is to follow the games, table trimmings and 
(so far as it proves compatible with tastiness) the menu 
also should be carried out in white and green. 

For simple refreshments have chicken salad in nests of 
lettuce leaves, rolled bread and butter sandwiches tied 
with green baby-ribbon, coffee topped off with whipped 
cream. To this may be added ice cream molded either 
in lily shapes or enclosed in paper cases representing 
Easter lilies. Serve with tiny cakes iced in white and 
green. 

TWO IDEAS FOR EASTERTIDE DANCES. . 

A PRETTY feature for an Easter-time dance provided 
colored Easter bonnets for each lady of the company. 
The bonnets were home-made millinery in crepe paper of 
different colors on the order of the universally becoming 
"poke." The bonnets were displayed on an old-time mil- 
linery "tree," and each lady selected one. The men in an 
adjoining room selected each a pair of strings. The man 
whose strings proved to match in color a bonnet, pre- 
sented them to the wearer of it and claimed her as his 
partner for the cotillion. When it is desired to distribute 
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some pretty souvenirs, the strings could be of ribbon with 
the date and the hostess' name in gilt letters. 

Another way to get up the same attractive feature 
would be to attach a price tag to each bit of headgear and 
g^ve each man so many beans or counters with which to 
bid in the one that most appeals to his fancy. Each girl 
then accepts for her partner for the cotillion the man 
whose choice in millinery she approves. Some young man 
with a ready wit and a clever way of expressing himself 
should be the auctioneer. If there is no cotillion arranged, 
plan to have a Virginia reel or a waltz quadrille about 
midway the program, and choose partners for it by either 
of the ways just described. A simple but unique feature of 
this sort makes a charming break in the usual monotonous 
waltz two-step program of the average small dance. The 
hats may be easily made beforehand by half a dozen of 
the girls. 

AN APRIL FOOL ENTERTAINMENT 

Send out the invitations for an April Fool Party on 
foolscap paper folded into the old-time fool's cap. Em- 
bellish it with a pen-and-ink or water-color sketch of a 
jester with cap and bells. In writing ask each guest to 
dress as foolishly as possible, impersonating various 
characters in "Mother Goose," with masques or without, 
as preferred. 

Have hall, reception room and dining-room decorated 
as grotesquely as possible, with cabbage heads and vege- 
tables for bouquets and candles in bottles for lights. Have 
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tables and stepladders arranged with cushions for seats. 
Serve the supper on the floor. For the tablecloth use 
large sheets of brown wrapping paper, and napkins of 
cheesecloth or gay-colored calico, each one different. Let 
the table center be a bunch of onions in a glass can or 
bottle. Have the dishes as odd as possible, with carving 
or kitchen knives and oyster forks or nutpicks for forks. 
Should you prefer, you can get chopsticks for five or ten 
cents a pair in the Chinese quarter and use these instead 
of knives or forks, letting each gfuest carry hers home as 
souvenirs. Your plates may be pie tins, and cups might be 
little tin measures or small bowls. If sugar is on the table 
have it in salt cellars or shakers, and salt in the sugar 
bowl. Cream may be in the syrup jug and water in the 
teapot If you can have home-made crullers make two 
or three with cotton fillings. The way to do this is to roll 
a thin covering of dough over a ball of cotton, then fry in 
the boiling lard with the others that are genuine. It will 
look exactly the same, and the surprise is great when the 
teeth sink into the cotton. Apples may be filled with fine 
thread, using a long needle to draw the thread in and out 
and being careful not to puncture the skin so that it is 
noticeable on the outside. Two or three "April fool" 
specimens of each kind will be sufiicient. 

As the guests enter, each could be handed a cap and 
bells to which is attached a card with the number of a 
"stunt" which each must do. Those for the girls might 
be, first, a game of marbles, after which the successful 
contestant should receive a wreath of pink roses; drop- 
ping peanuts into a small-mouthed jug, with a rabbit for 
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the prize, and carrying a potato on a spoon the length of 
the room, the prize a tiny nest with a little white chicken 
in it For the boys there could be a hippity-hop game, 
the first to "arrive" receiving a tin horn; a whistling 
contest, after eating a couple of dry crackers, with a 
leather medal on a chain as prize ; and dressing a doll in 
the neatest and latest costume, the prize the doll itself. 
Each guest might also be requested to write a jingle on 
an April fool and read it aloud. 



A DOTTY PARTY FOR APRIL FIRST 

In inviting your friends for a party to occur on April 
First be. sure to mention casually that the celebration will 
be in honor of Christmas, the Fourth of July, or Thanks- 
giving. 

Decorate the cards or note-paper with a spray of holly 
in water color. American flags or any symbol, in fact, of 
holidays not in question. 

Drape the parlor with crepe by way of a surprise to the 
expected company and fill the clock faces with cardboard 
slabs on which the word "Sold" is written in large black 
letters. Any one glancing up to see the time will not re- 
quire any explanation of the allusion. Girls, persuade 
your big brother to assume Fauntleroy costume, girding 
on a striped candy cane. You yourselves might dress in 
long white infant's robes with close-fitting muslin baby 
caps. 

Fill a white kid glove with sawdust and carry this well 
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drawn up into your sleeve wearing the mate on the left. 
When shaking hands with an arriving guest the hand 
comes oflF to consternation of the friend. 

Beg^n the fun by passing among the company some 
delicious-looking bonbons and fruit. Most persons will 
decline, believing the goodies to be of the too-familiar 
"April Fool" class. In this they will be mistaken, as the 
dainties are genuine. No one who has previously declined 
is allowed to alter his decision when the goodies prove 
edible. 

A jolly way to beg^n the games is with a "peanut 
search." 

The entertainer should introduce this contest a little 
apologetically as "something not exactly new, but that 
everybody knows how to play," Paper bags are dis- 
tributed and a prize is offered for the greatest number of 
peanuts fotmd. 

Signals are rung and partners chosen as if for a genuine 
peanut search. Not until they have hunted for five 
minutes, more or less, without finding a single peanut 
does the suspicion of a joke begin to dawn upon the 
players. Of course, the entertainer will have hidden no 
peanuts. The "sell" ends in a gale of laughter. 

A nonsense game with a bona-fide prize varies the 
program. To arrange this have as many slips of paper 
as there will be gfuests. On each slip write some nonsense 
term of which the following are illustrations: A dew- 
drop, A dickey bird, A goop, A scene in a fog. A disem- 
bodied spirit, A blood-curdling yell, Echo, A striped hip- 
popotamus. Pop Goes the Weasd, A total eclipse of the 

[102] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

moon, Phantasmagoria, A mere notion, A birdseye view 
of creation. 

The slips when filled out are folded and passed in a 
basket, each person taking one. Each player (on a card 
furnished for the purpose) must illustrate the subject 
named on his slip. Award a book of nonsense rhymes for 
the cleverest bit of nonsense art revealed by the compe- 
tition. 

A little later in the evening assemble the gfuests around 
a table, distributing pencils and paper as if for a second 
nonsense game. Now direct them to "draw their own 
conclusions" when in an outburst of merriment the 
"contest" will fade away. 

Just before going into supper bestow on each man or 
girl a huge "gold medal." These medals are large circles 
of pasteboard (about the dimensions of a dinner plate) 
covered with gilt paper and having a loop of coarse twine 
passed through two holes in the disk. These unwieldy 
"medals" must be worn during the rest of the evening. 



A CRAZY PARTY FOR FOOL'S DAY 

For a Crazy Party, another Fool's Day idea, the invita- 
tions must be written from the bottom of the sheet up- 
wards, the signature coming where the monogram usually 
appears. 

The first thing to greet the bewildered eyes of the ar- 
riving gfuest is a huge sign in red and green decorated 
with holly and reading, "Merry Christmas." This, of 
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course, will have to be saved over from the Christmas 
outfit. 

The hostess should dress in black (not evening cos- 
tume) and might ply a small feather duster instead of 
a fan. 

Guests are welcomed with some pointed remark, such 
as "Merry Christmas** or "Happy Birthday/' and always 
with a becoming gravity. 

In the matter of contests the expected will fully justify 
the proverb by never happening. 

In the potato race, for example, the competitors race 
backward — an experiment highly diverting to the spec- 
tators. The prize is a breakfast-food box which when 
opened is found to be full of delicious marshmallows. 

If a peanut search is arranged, each man could have a 
lady as his partner, the prize being awarded to the pair 
having fewest nuts, — to the astonishment of the compe- 
titors. 

Have a Christmas tree decorated with the usual 
baubles interspersed with tiny bundles wrapped in pink 
and blue paper. The men are instructed to choose among 
the pink ones, girls among the blue. Each player selects 
one bundle. However, to the general surprise the men 
find themselves in possession of feminine trifles, the girls 
securing purely masculine favors. An exchange is then 
effected, amid the laughter of the victims. 

The entertainer should not lose an opportunity of 
speeding her guests with a cordial "How d'ye do. So 
glad you couldn't come," when the evening is over. 
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A GOOSY GOOSY PARTY 

Every right-minded person, minor or adult, feels like 
going on a silly spree now and then. A Goosy Goosy 
entertainment is a jolly way to afford this relaxation to 
one's guests, and what date so appropriate for it as 
April First! 

Send out invitations on squares of manila paper, hav- 
ing on them outline sketches of geese or of goose heads 
executed in colored chalks. Just below this symbol of 
the day is written in an appropriate rhyme, 

The rose is red, the violet blue 
This is a goose and so are you. 
Come plsx with me. Ill be one too. 

followed by the invitation. 

To give a Goose Party trim the rooms in accord witii 
the occasion. Thus, holding a salver for cards in the 
vestibule stands an inanimate butler, formed of mascu- 
line clothing stuffed with pillows and cotton wadding. 
In the parlor suggest the popular armor ornaments with 
a group formed of frying-pans, cake-lifters, pokers and 
the like. 

If there are plaster-casts or statues representing hu- 
man figures these can be arranged in kimonos and sun- 
bonnets or something equally suitable. Instead of 
flowers, feather dusters and whisk brooms are placed 
upright in jardini^es and garden tubs as if growing 
there. From tall vases in the comers of the room grow 
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long-handled brooms, indicated by placards, which read, 
"Broomis Splendidus. Native in Most Parts of the Civil- 
ized Globe." 

Other bits of nonsense suitable for the occasion will 
occur to any quick-witted girl. Here are some jolly 
suggestions for the special features : 

FISH TALK 

For this guests are asked to draw up their chairs, 
forming a circle, and each in turn is then called on to 
say how a fish would talk, if talk it could. That is, 
what sort of sound it would make if the gift of vocal 
expression were suddenly bestowed. No one is excused 
from making the attempt. The prize, a hard-chocolate 
fish, is awarded to the player whose Fish Talk provokes 
heartiest laughter. 

Devote another ten minutes to Nonsense Answers. 
Here the players walk about making observations and 
interrogating others. The rule is that any player who 
answers sensibly any question or observation addressed 
to him forfeits a point This is represented by a gilt 
star, which is pasted on the tally card of the player who 
asks the question. Thus, if a player greet another with 
"How do you do to-day?" the person addressed must 
respond with something like, "It occurred at exactly 
four o'clock," or "I prefer a really pinky purple." To 
say "I am very well, thank you" j^rould mean to lose a 
point. 
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A MAYPOLE DANCE 

To MANY revelers a really truly May Party always 
includes the lovely old-time feature of a dance around 
the pole, and to all such this suggestion of a specially 
pretty feature of the kind may be of interest 

Surmount the pole with a huge bunch of daisies and 
buttercups or with tissue paper flowers, if it must be 
trimmed long in advance of the festivity, and twine the 
shaft with vines or ropes of green leaves. 

Let the girls who will participate draw slips of paper 
on which the names of certain wild flowers are written. 
She who draws the word Clover must come bringing 
with her a wreath of clover for her own head and a 
buttonhole nosegay of the same for her prospective part- 
ner. In the same way the girl drawing Daisy or Butter- 
cup comes with a buttercup crown and boutonniere, and 
so on. 

The hostess removes the coronets and bouquets and 
lays them aside in a basket lined with damp moss until 
all the players are on the scene. A basket containing 
the nosegays is then passed among the men, each of 
whom chooses one according to fancy. When he has 
chosen the girl whose crown matches the bouquet, he dons 
the former and they become partners. Partners dance 
around the pole holding streamers of the same hue and 
at the supper following the dance each swain waits upon 
the faire ladye wearing the same blooms. 

If a gueen is proclaimed her wreath should be white. 
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It is a pretty idea for the revelers to carry little bas- 
kets filled with flower petals with which to shower the 
queen. The most inexpensive baskets are charming for 
this purpose, if lined and decorated with pale-colored 
crepe paper. 



A WONDER GARDEN PARTY FOR MAY DAY 

Something which gets completely away from the con- 
ventional May Day entertainment and which is suitable 
alike for the feast of blossoms or for any date during 
the month is a visit to the Wonder Garden. Invitations 
are issued in the name of Queen Mab and guests are 
received on a porch, which is transformed into a veritable 
bower of field flowers and vines. The wicker table, 
which holds the bowl of lemonade or claret punch, should 
be decorated with a garland of field daisies. 

When all have arrived the entertainer describes a 
mysterious Tree of Magic Fruits and offers to lead the 
company in search of it. This Tree (be it made known 
for the benefit of the party-giver) is a small tree or 
ornamental bush growing amidst other garden shrubbery. 
To it delicious crystallized fruits are everywhere at- 
tached with invisible wire. The entertainer explains that 
the Magic Fruits can only be gathered by blind persons, 
and suggests that each guest in turn should submit to 
blindfolding in order to try to obtain some of the goodies. 
Any one who, thus handicapped, can reach the Magic 
Tree and clip a sweetmeat from its branches, may re- 
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tain what he gathers. Provide scissors for the blind- 
fold clipping. 

Next in order comes a search for Wonder Birds. 
These are bird shapes cut from pasteboard and tied to 
porch railings, bushes, low branches of trees, etc. On 
each bird is a number and a sentence, the last of which 
will assist the g^est in discovering what bird is meant. 
Examples : 

1. I bring happiness to homes all round the world. 

(Stork.) 

2. I am a celebrated poem. (The Raven.) 

3. I am the bird of Juno and bring bad luck with my 

feathers. (Peacock.) 

4. I am a charming American love story. (The Ken- 

tucky Cardinal.) 

5. I am one of Shelley's poems. (The Skylark.) 

6. I am sometimes a bird, sometimes a toy, but fly 

always. (Kite.) 

7. Oh, dear! I am quite extinct. (The Auk.) 

8. I am the hero of a nursery jingle. (Robin Red- 

breast.) 

9. I am both a bird and a famous architect (Wren.) 

10. I am a symbol of self-immolation. (Pelican.) 

11. I severely rebuked one of the apostles. (Cock.) 

12. The bird of Jove, I played a part in ancient Rome, 

in Napoleonic France, and have now become a 
staunch American. (Eagle.) 
At the end of half an hour the answer papers are 
taken up and the person found to have traced and identi- 
fied correctly most birds wins a prize. 
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Request the players in their search for Wonder Birds, 
if they should discover any unusual looking flowers to 
kindly pass without examining or handling them. These 
are Hidden Treasure Flowers, a search for which be- 
gins soon after the award in the previous game. Guests 
could be warned that any examination of the blooms 
before the proper time would break the charm and the 
posies would immediately disappear. 

The flowers are tissue paper roses, made at least 
twice the natural size, from pale yellow, pale pink, or 
white paper. In the heart of each blossom a tiny gift 
is hidden away, being secured there with an extra fold 
of paper and mucilage. Players find the roses attached 
to vines, shrubs and small trees. The first flower found 
by each player, and the treasure inclosed in it, is the 
property of the finder, who then ceases to search. 

If practicable at all, the refreshments should be served 
in a manner befitting a Wonder Garden Party. For ex- 
ample, two little boys, dressed as gnomes in brown and 
green, wearing masks and peaked caps, could usher the 
edibles upon the scene. 

Pack the sandwiches, salad and whatever is decided 
upon in tiny individual baskets with handles, which one 
lady and gentleman will share together. Or, one or 
more larger baskets may be used. Secure a branch of 
some tree in full leaf, which the children carry across 
their shoulders. The baskets are swung by means of 
their handles on this bough. It is very picturesque and 
surprising. 
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A UNIQUE MAY PARTY 

You would find a May Party great fun, and certainly 
not expensive if you make it a picnic and ask the girls 
to wear their tub frocks and the boys their outing clothes. 

If you have time before the party to dress your rooms 
appropriately it will add greatly to the effect. For such 
an affair cover the floor with green denim or even cam- 
bric to simulate grass. Have trees, real branches of 
willow or maple, or even bare branches of any kind that 
have been transformed into peach or apple blossoming- 
trees by the aid of little puckered pieces of pink or white 
tissue paper, fastened as the fruit blossoms grow, down 
the bare stems. Failing real flowers, make little artificial 
daisies and dandelions out of paper and sprinkle ju- 
diciously around the "greensward." 

If you are clever with your fingers a few realistic 
toadstools or mushrooms can be made from pasteboard; 
butterflies evolved from clothespins and more tissue paper 
and a hornets' nest of gray paper or cambric would be 
attractive if fastened in some conspicuous place. Ask 
each girl to bring a box of luncheon with plenty for 
two. 

If preferred you can meet the night before the May 
Party and arrange about this luncheon. Of course, 
there should be sandwiches, devilled eggs, pickles, cake 
and fruit. 

An original idea would be to have fine, large straw- 
berries growing apparently in one corner of the wood, 
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and let each man be sent to gather the berries while the 
girls lay the table. For this repast spread one of the 
flowered paper tablecloths in the center of tlie floor and 
arrange the opened boxes on it in real picnic fashion. 
Have cushions about the table, so that reclining will be 
comfortable. Use paper or wooden plates, paper napkins 
and, unless you serve hot coffee, tiie little paper cups 
that can be bought by the dozen. 

If you serve lemonade or a fruit punch have it in a 
tin pail, picnic fashion, or set the bowl containing it in 
one comer of the room to represent a spring. 

A few judiciously selected Japanese spiders and bugs 
attached to rubber cords can be aflBxed to doorways, 
chandeliers, etc., to add the proper picnic atmosphere. 
Fine, large, wiggly worms can be bought for five cents, 
and may be distributed afterward as souvenirs. 

For games, have progressive ones, which shall include 
marbles, mumblety-peg (for this you will have to pro- 
vide a generous box of earth and ask the boys to bring 
their jack-knives). There may also be a fish pond (the 
family dishpan, with some of the little toy fish swim" 
ming), a potato race and a three-legged race. A ham- 
mock will add to the gayety of the occasion, if there is 
any place to hang it. A little impromptu vaudeville en- 
tertainment, in which each shall be called upon for some 
feature, such as a song, a greensward dance, a story or 
recitation, will also be in order. 
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FLOWER GAMES FOR MAY PARTIES 

An amusing game founded on flowers is where the girl 
describes a flower to the best of her ability without 
mentioning its name, and the man who acts as her part- 
ner must draw a design of the unknown bloom, relying 
upon her description for his points. At the end of fif- 
teen minutes the hostess collects the cards with the 
flower sketches, obtains from each girl the name of the 
flower she intended by her word-picture, and writes this 
above the sketch. All the cards are then tacked up on 
the wall and players vote for the one considered cleverest, 
each player voting for any work but that in which he 
or she participated. 

FLORAL UASSOLAGR 

A question game, called The Floral Marriage, too, will 
be found great ftm for such an entertainment It con- 
sists in a series of riddles, the answers to which are 
names of flpwers and which, when written together, tell 
a little story. Example : 

What was his name? Sweet William. 

Whom did he marry? Black-eyed Susan. 

What did he say when he proposed to her? Honey- 
dew. 

What did she wear as a bride? Bridal-wreath. 

Who performed the ceremony ? Jack-in-the-pulpit 

What were heard to chime sweetly during the cere- 
mony? Canterbury-bells. 
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The story can be carried out to any length' desired. 
The numbered questions are written on cards with 
blanks opposite in which the players must write the 
names of the missing flowers. It is a pretty as well as 
an interesting game. 

Another flower puzzle contest does not require any 
writing, a fact which will recommend it to the enter- 
tainer whose frolic is of an impromptu order. 

Players sit in a circle and some one begins the fun by 
saying (for example), "I planted a false switch and 
what came up?" The answer, if any one in the circle 
can guess it, is "Maiden's-hair." The person seated at 
the left of the leader then propounds a riddle, which may 
be : "I planted a broken engagement and what came up?" 
Answer: "Bleeding-heart" Other examples, to illus- 
trate the plan further are : 

I planted a white fox skin and what came up? Sil- 
ver-fir. 

I planted a white satin shoe and what came up ? Lady's- 
slipper. 

I planted seashore sand and what came up? Beech. 

I planted a great piece of folly and what came up? 
Rue. 

I planted a cowl and what came up? Monkshood. 

STEMS 

If a disused seed catalogue from last year can be se- 
cured or a set of floral postal cards, another exciting 
game built upon blossoms is easily prepared for. 

To play it, cut out all the flower illustrations, remove 
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the names and clip away the stem from the flower. 
Mount each stem and flower separately on little squares 
of thin cardboard. Identify the flowers with numerals, 
I, 2, 3, etc., and the stems with alphabetical letters, A, 
B, C, and so on. Avoid having the numbers and letters 
of matching cards correspond, as this would give too 
patent a clue. Jumble flower and stem cards thoroughly 
and let the players write down the mating stems, as 
they suppose them to be, as C — 5, F — 6, and so on. 
The player matching most wins the game. 

NOVEL SHOWERS FOR BRIDES-ELECT 

bride's KLONDIKE 

For a small shower of household helps a bride's Klon- 
dike is unusual and amusing. The little gifts are wrap- 
ped in different-colored tissue paper, or to carry out the 
Klondike suggestion more exactly, in gilt paper and 
silver foil. A packing-box is filled with clean dry sea- 
shore sand or sawdust and in this the gifts are buried. 

When the time for the presentation arrives the bride 
is given a little spade, the kind that children use in their 
sand play, the handle in this case being tied with ribbon, 
to which a toy horseshoe is attached for good luck. 

With this she must unearth the gifts, examining them 
as they are brought to light. If preferred, the digging 
can be performed blindfolded and the examination of 
the gifts deferred until all treasures have been exca- 
vated. 

[115]| 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

While this plan is not available for linens or any class 
of belongings which are apt to break or "muss," it is 
excellent for all kinds of hardware and non-breakables. 

A bride's tree 

One charming idea which I have seen carried out with 
great success is a Bride's Tree. A tall tree with a ladder 
which the bride must climb in order to secure her gifts 
IS, of course, most striking, but even a wnall shrub will 
serve. 

All kinds of gifts can be tied to the boughs, forming 
a miscellaneous shower. 

Use narrow ribbon in any colors for attaching them 
amid the green, and further trim the tree with tissue 
paper flowers, handfuls of shredded tissue paper in pale 
pink and blue with horseshoes and stars cut from card- 
board and gilded or silvered. Colored candles may be 
added in the little sccMices which come for December 
trees. 

Again, a tree all in snowy white is lovely, and affords 
one excellent plan for disposing of a linen shower. The 
various small pieces are attached to the branches with 
white ribbon and do not require wrapping. 

Handkerchiefs, collarettes, sachets and similar things 
can all be used as trimmings. The larger gifts might 
be wrapped in white paper and banked around the base 
of the tree, an arrangement sometimes adopted for larger 
gifts. Tissue paper "snow" and tufts of raw cotton add 
to the dazzling effect, scattered on the branches and 
massed around the wooden supports of the tree. 
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UNEN SHOWER IDEA 

A most amusing way of arranging a linen shower of 
which we have heard recently is as follows : Clotheslines 
are stretched from point to point around the sitting-room 
or parlor and to this the various tablecloths, napkins, 
dusters, handkerchiefs and towels are attached with real 
clothespins. 

The bride is given a clothesbasket with which to 
gather up her belongings. These are afterwards wrap- 
ped and tied into conventional bundles or boxes by the 
company. To add to the excitement have a bag of 
clothespins, which contains among the ordinary ones a 
gilt clothespin, a silver one and one stained black. The 
bag is drawn up closely with a drawing-string and each 
girl in turn inserts her hand through the aperture thus 
formed, drawing put a clothespin. 

She who draws the gilt will be first to marry, she to 
whom the silver falls will marry last or late in life, and 
the unlucky black clothespin foredooms its recipient to 
old maidenhood. 

FLOWER SHOWER 

Novelty is sometimes possible in the character of the 
shower itself as well as in methods of carrying it out. 
A charming one arranged in a large city at this time 
one year was a flower shower both in name and effect. 

Each well-wisher pledged herself to contribute to the 
presentation something suggestive in some way of flowers. 
Thus some of the gifts took the form of linen decorated 
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with floral designs in white or color. Several contributed 
potted plants for the new home. Sachets painted in design 
of flowers and scented with the appropriate savors also 
figured. China, patterned in flowers, figfured prominently 
and an intimate friend contributed as her share a dress- 
length of summer goods with pretty floral-sprig pattern. 
Ribbon flowers and a book on the lore of flowers were also 
appropriate. 

The refreshments, which rounded out the afternoon, 
included ice cream molded as flowers and as favors tissue 
paper flowers containing tiny gifts for all members of 
the company. 

A BOOK SHOWER 

A book shower for the girl fond of reading can be 
very originally conducted. As book stands or cases can 
now be purchased in mission or other styles as low as 
four dollars, even less in the smaller sizes, let one of 
these form a part of the gift. 

Each girl friend who will present a book comes cos- 
tumed to represent the title of the volume she will offer 
as her share. Or she may elect to wear a picture or 
small object presenting the title in the form of a rebus. 

The bride-to-be is asked to try to guess the different 
titles represented and as each girl's costume is guessed 
she produces the book which is the answer to it. This 
the bride places on the shelves of the empty bookcase, 
continuing until all have been guessed. 
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BLINDFOLD PLAN 

The blindfold plan is also amusing and may be used 
for any class of gifts, tiiough best suited to larger ones, 
such as furniture. 

The presents which have, of course, been kept a strict 
secret, are arranged in some ante-room to which the 
company is not at first admitted. Some excuse is then 
made to blindfold the bride, after which she is led into 
the room containing tiie tokens. 

Before removing her bandage or viewing her presents 
she is led to each article and told to feel it, guessing its 
character, after which the handkerchief is removed from 
her eyes and she is free to examine more in detail. 

A FLOWER BED 

On the order of the Klondike, but a little more trouble 
to prepare, is the Bride's Flower Garden. For this a 
half-dozen grocery boxes are neatly painted in green or 
red to represent those of a window-garden and are filled 
with sawdust or seashore sand covered with moss, arti- 
ficial or real. 

The artificial kind can be obtained in a large toy shop. 
From this turf rise as many sprays of tissue paper flowers 
as there are gifts to be distributed. The gifts are buried 
in the filling of the box, enveloped in paper or enclosed 
in boxes and attached to the root of the flower. 

If any member of the committee has the gift of im- 
promptu verse each flower might have attached to it a 
nonsense rhyme hinting at the nature of the gift buried 
at its roots. 

rn»] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

The bride is conducted to the flower garden and re- 
quested to guess from the rhymes the kind of gift con- 
cealed. After guessing, whether successfully or not, for 
a moment or two she culls the flower and receives the 
token. 

While not necessary to the effect, the idea of rhymes 
adds to the fun, and prevents the embarrassment which 
sometimes accrues from such situations. If liked, am- 
biguous descriptions of the gifts in prose may be sub- 
stituted for the rhymes. 

SEARCH FOR A BRIDE 

A Bride's Search, too, is a good ice-breaker. Here all 
gifts, preferably wrapped with fancy paper and ribbon, 
are confided the day before to the care of the friend at 
whose house the presentation is to take place. 

By her they are hidden wherever space oflfers in any 
room to which her guests are to have admittance. 

When the time for the fun arrives, a frolic is ar- 
rangied in this way : Each two members of the company 
are given baskets, in which the gifts found by them are 
to be dropped. 

They must work together, mever relinquishing their 
hold upon the handle of the basket. After each find they 
return to the bride, who is seated in a place of honor 
to receive her gifts, and examine them. 
• The gifts should be hidden in the most puzzling lo- 
calities available, and all kinds of additional restrictions 
can be added at the discretion of the hostess to add to 
the excitement and the fun. 
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For example, two ready-witted members of the com- 
pany could be appointed to occupy footstools in front 
of the bride, where they serve as openers extraordinary 
of the bundles, and present them with appropriate non- 
sense quotations and so forth to the guest of honor. 



LUCKY SIXPENCES FOR WEDDINGS 

In olden times the lovers of "Merrie England" felt 
that their troth was but half plighted until they had dis- 
covered a crooked sixpence and broken it together, each 
keeping a half. The possession of these fragments was 
supposed to insure against faithless vows. 

One girl recently married made a set of pretty place- 
cards and incidentally souvenirs for her bridal luncheon, 
using six "lucky sixpences" obtained from an old-coin 
dealer. Each coin was bent and attached to one of 
the cards with blue ribbon. At luncheon the folklore 
involved was explained by the future bride, and each 
girl retained her sixpence for good luck in future love 
affairs of her own. 



CUPID'S KLONDIKE 

A CHARMING game, and one which even an inexperi- 
enced hostess will have no difficulty in getting up, is 
called Cupid's Klondike. 

It requires, first of all, a good-sized grocery box, which 
can be made very pretty with a coat of white or pink 
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enamel. Dry seashore sand is the best filling, as it best 
carries out the idea of a Klondike, but failing this, clean 
sawdust can be utilized. 

Now secure a sheet of gilt paper, such as dealers and 
stationers sell for Christmas tree trimmings, and paste 
smoothly on a sheet of thin cardboard or extra heavy 
paper. 

Cut from newspapers headlines of the "scarehead" 
sort one of each of the letters of the alphabet. These 
are used as patterns in cutting out gilt letters from the 
gilded cardboard. For a very large company, that is, 
exceeding thirty-six persons, some of the letters would 
have to be duplicated in order to have a letter for each 
player. 

Bury the gold letters in the sand or sawdust so that 
none is visible. 

Every player in turn is conducted to Cupid's Klondike, 
there to find the initial of the name of his or her part- 
ner in life. 

Each man or girl is entitled to take a single shovelful. 
This is done by turning up the sand with a small sand 
shovel, or lacking this, with a tablespoon. The letter 
unearthed in the shovelful taken is that beginning the 
interesting name. 

If nothing is turned up on the spade of a player, he or 
she will remain perpetually bachelor or maiden. 
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PRETTY WAYS TO ANNOUNCE AN 
ENGAGEMENT 

BREAKING NEWS FOR CUPID 

A New York mother got around the sometimes em- 
barrassing duty of announcing the engagement of her 
daughter by an original departure in the form of a 
rhymed puzzle, 

Sometfiing interesting to be divulged while the present 
company was together was hinted at, after which two 
pretty heart-shaped booklets, covered in red, were pro- 
duced. One of these was given to the girls of the party, 
the other to the men. Each contained questions about 
lovers, the answers to which it was explained would 
spell the names of a couple lately engaged. Initial let- 
ters of the answers in the girls' booklet were, of course, 
to form the Christian name of the groom, those in the 
men's, the name of the future bride. 

The bride's Christian name being Harriet, the follow- 
ing puzzle was worked out by the men. It will serve as 
an example for any one to whom the idea appeals, for 
future use. Each riddle occupied a page of the book. 

1. Each night the water blue and wide, 

A lover swam to win his bride. (Hero.) 

2. Fair daughter of a king, her clew. 

Led Theseus brave, the labyrinth through. (Ari- 
adne.) 
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3. A heroine from deathless plays. 

On trees her lover carved her praise. (Rosalind.) 

4. Years were as days, while unafraid 

Her Bible lover earned this maid. (Rachel.) 

5. A Spanish queen of happy fate, 

Wooed and won by a royal mate. (Isabella of 
Castile.) 

6. A heroine of opera fame, 

Who lost her prince to know his name. (Elsa.) 

7. This maiden's kiss through garden wall, 
Held her lover's heart in thrall. (Thisbe.) 

Xn unusual heart search 

A heart search announced as one part of the evening's 
fun in one pleasant household, had a most unexpected 
and interesting ending. 

Large pink cardboard hearts having familiar quota- 
tions written on them, had been cut in half across, diag- 
tially, etc., and hidden in nooks and comers around the 
room in the conventional style. The halves were matched 
as usual and the apparent contest went merrily forward 
until one heart, after being pieced together, was found 
to read: 

Two souls with but a single thought 

Two hearts that beat as one. 

Ellen Perry. Edmund Maxwell. 

Needless to say, the search was immediately discon- 
tinued while the players flew to elicit a confirmation from 
the two lovers and to shower the timely good wishes. 
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cupid's special delivery 

A SPECIAL delivery letter from Dan Cupid is a pretty 
way of making known the termination of a happy ro- 
mance. The envelope should be larger than those used 
for correspondence, in order to attract attention to it. 
It can be decorated with hearts, roses, Cupids or any 
sentimental insignia which suggests itself, in water color. 
It is brought in on a silver tray, by a servant, midway in 
a little guest dinner, at which both of the engaged couples 
are present, and is delivered to the host or hostess. The 
one receiving it feigns g^eat surprise and breaking the 
seal reads aloud: 

"Heartiest congratulations. Mr. Elwell and Miss 
Twombly, from Dan Cupid." 

A telegram blank and characteristic yellow envelope to 
be delivered by a messenger in uniform, can contain the 
message from the little love god instead of the special 
delivery if preferred. 

IN PUZZLE STYLE 

One inventive auntie incorporated the engagement an- 
nouncement, the duty of which fell to her, in a novel 
little puzzle, which guests at her home were required to 
solve. For the puzzle she secured recent photographs 
of the bride and g^oom elect, and cut each into small 
squares and wedges in imitation of the popular jig saw 
puzzles. These were jumbled together and were enclosed 
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in a red, heart-shaped candy box. On the outside of the 
box was written, in fancy lettering, "Puzzle. Find the 
Engaged Pair." 

The box was passed to one of the girls of the group 
who was quick to scent the romance. Opening the box 
and finding the pieces, the plan became immediately ap- 
parent. The difference in the photographs afforded a 
clew and within five minutes the company was in pos- 
session of the delightful secret. 

A FROLIC FOR A BRIDE-TO-BE 

Several of us wanted to get up an afternoon frolic 
for the girl whose wedding was to be the next social 
event in our social circle, and incidentally to shower her 
with linen in some novel way. As the affair proved to 
be a great success and not expensive, other girls may 
like to hear of it. 

Invitations were issued as for an informal afternoon 
party. Then we contrived from stout wire a large hoop, 
padding the wire all around with cotton batting and 
afterwards winding white ribbon over and under so as 
to cover the frame neatly. To this frame each girl tied 
her linen gift (wrapped in white tissue paper) with 
white ribbon. 

Broad white tape can be substituted for the ribbon 
for the sake of economy. 

During the progress of the afternoon's program three 
of the girls managed to leave the room unobserved and 
came back holding aloft the pretty ring. The latter was 
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lifted over the bride's head. The rest of the g^rls has- 
tened to take hold, and dancing and singing a love song, 
all circled merrily around the future bride. Every two 
or three minutes they paused, a bundle was removed 
from the ring by the girl who put it there and pre- 
sented to the bride by the donor, reciting an original 
jingle meanwhile. 

After each gift was presented the dance was resumed, 
the fun continuing until all the gifts had been bestowed. 

CATERING FOR THE WEDDING IN A 
CITY FLAT 

It has always seemed an error of judgment for the 
family of limited means to lavish so much money on the 
wedding cakes and Aim flams in general as to leave 
little for the bread-and-butter and beefsteak days to 
follow. A dainty, pretty wedding there should be, but 
one that leaves no aftermath of unpleasant memories 
and unpaid bills in its wake. 

In the compressed space of a city flat there is no use 
in trying to duplicate the imposing ceremonies that are 
suitable in baronial holdings. We must conform to our 
limitations and may as well do it blithely. 

A description of the extremely pretty little wedding 
of a young business woman in a small city flat and the 
clever way in which everything was carried out, may 
prove suggestive to others similarly fixed. 

The whole apartment was thrown open when the 
guests arrived. It was tastefully decorated with flowers, 

[127] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

but not too many for the comfort of the guests. The 
bride, who was an orphan, received the guests herself 
with the assistance of her sisters. The groom and his 
best man were also everywhere in evidence, welcoming 
mutual friends and keeping the conversational ball mov- 
ing, with no awkward pauses and silences that could 
be felt. 

. The table was set with exquisite taste in the little 
dining-room, the bride herself having attended to it. It 
was covered with a beautiful Mexican drawnwork cloth, 
a wedding gift. In the center was a dainty centerpiece 
of hand-embroidered roses over pink silk lining. On 
this was a cut-glass bowl of pink roses, while on either 
side were candles in silver sticks, the shades being roses 
of the same color. At one end of the table was a gen- 
erous punch bowl with cups ; at the other, coffee service. 
Between were low dishes with salted nuts, pink mints, 
stuffed olives and the bride's cake. On the sideboard 
were piles of plates and napkins, plates of sandwiches, 
etc. When the time for the ceremony arrived, the little 
bridal party stepped quietly to a comer of the room, 
where a grillwork background interwoven with flowers 
had been arranged. The minister faced the party and 
the ceremony was performed. 

As soon as congratulations were over, one of the sis- 
ters seated herself at the coffee urn and the other at the 
punch bowl. The maid brought in from the kitchen the 
plates, each with a portion of lobster salad on it. The 
groom and best man helped to pass them, together with 
the dainty little bread and butter triangles and dishes 
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of stuflFed olives and cheese crackers, the bride mean- 
while assisting and advising and laughingly stopping to 
break bread with each of her guests in turn. With the 
sandwiches and salad, the punch in cups was also passed, 
then the plates were removed and fresh plates with ice 
cream and small cakes and wafers were passed. Then the 
cream plates were taken and black coffee in tiny cups 
served. Later the bride brought around her wedding cake 
with a ring in it, and Japanese napkins for each guest to 
take their piece in. Punch was kept on the table all the 
evening, after the rest of the viands were carried out of 
sight After the supper was finished the gentlemen with- 
drew to the little library for a smoke, while the bride 
and her friends chatted gayly. Soon the men returned, 
there was a little more happy talk and then bride and 
groom excused themselves to dress for the wedding jour- 
ney. As they started down the stairs the usual shower 
of rice and rose leaves followed. 

A DAISY AND BUTTERCUP WEDDING 

Daisies or elderberry blossoms make as pretty decora- 
tions for a June wedding as do roses. Laurel also makes 
a charming ornamentation and keeps fresh, which is a 
decided advantage. In all decorating, avoid mixing 
flowers. Make it a rose wedding, a laurel wedding, a 
dogwood or a daisy wedding, but not a conglomerate 
one. An exception to this, however, is in the mixing of 
flowers which nature herself has a fancy for combining, 
such as the early wild flowers or buttercups and daisies. 
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The latter are beautiful in combination, giving the effect 
of cheer and sunshine. 

If you choose the latter, make garlands for the bride 
and groom's chairs. If they have a special table, for 
twenty or more of the wedding party, make a center- 
piece of the flowers, sticking the stems in a bed of moss 
to keep fresh. From this centerpiece let a chain of 
daisies extend in every direction. On either side of the 
centerpiece have candles or candelabra with shades of 
white and gold to match the daisies and buttercups. 

If you use a long table, such as a buffet, and serve 
your guests, who stand or are seated at small tables, have 
a low mound of flowers in the center of the buffet table 
with vines or feathery foliage leading out from it On 
either side place candles or candelabra with shades to 
match the color of the flowers you have selected. 

On each end have piles of plates with napkins be- 
tween. Have two or three varieties of sandwiches with 
plates of each kind on either end of the long table, and 
plenty more in reserve. 

If the salad is to be served on plates have it in two 
large platters or salad bowls. It is easier, however, to 
have it all dished individually in the pretty salad cases 
with their lining of lettuce leaves. These grouped make 
a decorative showing when the guests first come out. 

The bride's cake may be on the center of the table 
with a wreath of flowers. The other cakes are placed 
on a side table, while the punch bowl stands on still an- 
other near the hall, where any one can help himself. 

Coffee and chocolate are poured in the kitchen or but- 
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ler's pantry and brought in by the waiters. The small 
tables may be brought in after the ceremony, each one 
having its complement of forks, spoons and napkins, 
with small dishes of olives, bonbons and salted nuts. 
"Count the noses" of expected guests and make sure 
you have two sets of spoons and plates with forks, cups 
and sherbet glasses to go around and a few to spare. 
Not so many water glasses will be needed. 

In catering for fifty guests, it is safe to assume that 
two pounds of coffee will be required, three pounds cut 
loaf sugar, three pints cream, ten loaves of bread, two 
and a half pounds butter, eight pounds boiled ham, three 
moulds jelly, two quarts of olives, five loaves of cake, 
three pounds nuts before salting, four medium-sized 
chickens and ten heads of celery (if chicken salad is on 
the menu), a quart of mayonnaise and two gallons of 
ice cream. 

One quart chopped meat will make fifty sandwiches 
and one stone pint pot of caviare will do the same. Make 
your own salad and loaf cake, but it will be just about 
as cheap and certainly easier if you buy the little fancy 
cakes. The ice cream is easily made at home, but will 
save some trouble if ordered from the caterer. Fruit 
jellies, or salpicons of fruit are but little trouble. 

Blanch and salt your own nuts, using Jordan almonds 
or peanuts. Buy your olive oil by the half-gallon tins 
and put your coflFee in cheesecloth bags, so that it will 
not require straining. In making your sandwiches do 
not try to butter the loaf, as is often advised, for the 
butter is bound to get on the edges and soil tlie guests' 
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fingers. If you will give the order for your bread a day 
ahead and pay a little extra, the French bakers will slice 
it for you in thin, uniform pieces. 

If you cut the bread at home, have a sharp bread-knife, 
slice thin, but evenly, and spread lightly with butter 
that has been softened by beating with a fork (not melt- 
ing in the oven). Put the crispy lettuce or other filling 
between slices that match, trim off the crusts, press 
together and cut in triangles or fingers. 

The sandwiches should be made several hours before 
they are needed, but may be kept moist if covered with 
damp napkins. 

In making caviare sandwiches, mix one-half can cavi- 
are with a teaspoonful onion juice and a little lemon 
juice and paprika. Mix well, stamp out rounds of bread, 
spread evenly with the caviare, taking pains to keep it 
clear from the edges, add a tiny bit of finely chopped 
olive and celery, put two slices together and press gently. 

Nasturtium leaves and blossoms make delightful little 
sandwiches if prepared by putting both leaves and blos- 
soms in ice-water for a half hour before using. Then 
cut the bread in thin slices, butter lightly and lay on the 
lower slice of each matched pair a medium-sized leaf or 
several of the bright-colored petals. Sprinkle lightly with 
salt, or spread with the thinnest layer of mayonnaise 
(just a suspicion, as you do not wish to lose sight of the 
aromatic pungency of the flower itself), and put to- 
gether. This sandwich is particularly appropriate at a 
daisy and buttercup wedding. 
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REFRESHMENTS FOR THE HOME WEDDING 

In the large cities, the employment of a skilled caterer 
with his corps of trained waiters, his silver and napery, 
his dishes, hot and cold, simplifies matters ; but there are 
going to be June weddings in homes without number, 
where caterers are rarer than days in June, where there 
isn't a baker or confectioner within a day's journey or 
where even the iceman has failed to put in an appear- 
ance. But the chimes ring on, and the wedding feast, 
simple or elaborate, follows. 

Fortunately for the hostess who wishes to have every 
thing done according to the canons of good taste, but 
who finds herself confronted with the limitations im- 
posed by space or by a depleted exchequer, simplicity is 
considered the acme of refined breeding. Gone are the 
days when the roster of rich cakes swelled into the dozens, 
when ham and turkey and tongue and chicken and whole 
barons of beef strove for the mastery ; when salads, lob- 
ster, chicken, salmon, oyster and crab invited to a night 
of repentance, and preserves, jellies, charlotte russes and 
ices cried with one accord, "let me sit heavy on thy soul 
to-morrow !" 

To-day, the tendency even among the best caterers is 
to cut down the number of courses, to give less dishes 
than ever before ; but what they take off in quantity, they 
make up in quality. 

Refreshments may be served under a marque, on the 
veranda or in the house. An easy way to provide for a 
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numBer ol guests is to follow the English fashion which 
Has Been instituted at very good houses here with com- 
plete success, of serving the food from a buffet. This 
may extend across the room or tent with servants behind 
it, who hand out what is called for, to the men guests, 
who in lum serve the women. 

AN OUTDOOR FETE 

^ One inventive chatelaine, whose home is a small farm 
in a suburban place, after reading a book on the do- 
mestic life of the Japanese, was inspired with the idea 
for a delightful al fresco party. 

For the invitations she cut from cardboard narrow 
strips two and a half inches in width by seven deep. 
On these she wrote, using a brush and India ink, in- 
stead of a pen, an invitation in the style of Cherry- 
Blossom Land as follows : "Your honorable presence is 
requested to welcome the Blossoms, at Hedge-Row Farm, 
Burlington Road, Wednesday, May — , at 3 p. m. 

Arriving guests on the afternoon appointed were con- 
ducted into the orchard which, already lovely with the 
rosy hues and the faint fragrance of fruit-blossoms, had 
been converted into a festive scene worthy of an artist. 

The trees had been hung with paper lanterns in pale 
colors, unlighted as yet, and streamers of crepe paper 
in white, pink and pale yellow swung from tree to tree. 

Under the trees rustic benches had been arranged, 
twined with garlands of evergreen and flowers, and 
into one orchard monarch a seat with steps had been 
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newly built The steps were strewn with field-flowers 
and delicate grasses. Simple refreshments consisting of 
fruit-flavored lemonade, tiny sandwiches, stuffed fruits, 
rice-wafers and oriental fig-paste candy were set forth 
upon a table, over which a colored paper parasol dropped 
from the tree boughs by ribbons, the last having tiny 
parasols and paper flowers caught in them. Little Jap- 
anese trays were in readiness and each guest helped 
himself. 

During the first part of the afternoon nothing in the 
way of special entertainments was necessary or even 
practicable, as the guests were too much occupied with 
the novelty and charm of the occasion — ^literally wel- 
coming the blossoms, as they had been invited to do. 
Afterward, however, the entertainer furnished some 
simple amusements of Japanese suggestion. One of these 
was copying in lead-pencil the design on a pretty tea- 
pot in Japanese willow ware. Cards were passed for 
the drawing, and the person whose work was adjudged 
best received the pot as a prize. 

Another pastime consisted in throwing at a black tar- 
get soft rubber balls which had been previously dipped 
in flour. Each ball that made a white mark on the target 
meant one point for the person throwing it. The first 
prize here was a Japanese print, the second a box of the 
Japanese water toys obtainable at any oriental shop, 
which, when dropped into a finger-bowl or cup of water, 
expand into delightful blooms. 
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A GRADUATION FROLIC 

A NEW and pleasant way to entertain June graduates, 
whether all girls or a gathering of both sexes, is a School- 
days Party. 

As each pupil enters, he or she is given a slate, slate- 
pencil and sponge. Games are all played, or mainly so, 
with chairs ranged in a row, and are all suggestive of 
schooldays in the primary grade. Between each "lesson" 
there is a recess, during which childhood games are 
played 

The hostess acts as teacher and announces the lessons. 
One of these is a competition in writing the alphabet 
backward. The player first to accomplish the feat hands 
his slate to the teacher. If the work is correctly done, 
he wins the prize. If not, some one else comes forward 
with his slate. Instead of the alphabet, the teacher may 
give common words to be spelled, reversed, on the slates. 

The second game is a reading lesson on a new order. 
A few words, such as "is," "and," "but," etc., are pro- 
nounced obsolete for the time being. If met with in the 
lesson, they must be omitted, the pupil making a buzzing 
noise instead. Each player, after the forbidden words 
have been given by the teacher, reads a page or half 
a page aloud from some book. If he accomplishes this 
perfectly, buzzing in all places required by the rules, 
he IS eligible to draw for the prize. If not, he has failed 
in this reading lesson. The prize is a candy toy or a 
whistle. 
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A quotation bee, a new plan, comes next The guests 
as pupils stand in a row facing the entertainer, or school- 
marm. The teacher, beginning at the top of the line, gives 
the beginning of famous quotations, which the pupils 
must complete from memory. If any pupil fails and is 
corrected by the one next in line, they exchange places, 
as in an old-fashioned spelling-bee. The entertainer 
should have a list of famous phrases or verses written 
out in full from some recognized authority on quotations 
— Bartlett, for instance. 

The arithmetic lesson consists in writing sums dic- 
tated by the teacher, in the Roman notation instead of 
the familiar Arabic numerals. In the hundreds and 
thousands this will puzzle all but the cleverest mathe- 
maticians of the company. Give a top as a prize. 

Refreshments should be served in sdiool Itmch-baskets. 

A ROSE GARDEN PARTY FOR JUNE 

A LOVELY plan for a June garden party is one founded 
on roses, with pink as color scheme. 

Make garlands of tissue paper roses to festoon the 
porch or summer house, rustic seats, etc. The paper 
lanterns should be all of the same pale rose color, and 
trees, as well as the porch, should twinkle profusely with 
them. 

Spread a refreshment table trimmed in the appro- 
priate shade under the trees or under huge Japanese 
umbrellas of pink paper. 

To start the fim have the potpourri game. Far this, 
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rose petals (much larger than in nature) are cut from 
pink paper and shaped to represent the leaves of the 
corolla. These are scattered over the grass of the lawn 
some time in advance of the party. Each lady and 
gentleman receive between them a basket with handle 
tied with pink ribbon. When the signal is given all set 
out in search of rose petals. The search lasts fifteen 
minutes. At the end of that time a potpourri jar is 
bestowed upon the lady of the couple finding most petals. 

Rose War, or Rose Tennis, would also make an ap- 
propriate number on the program. For this the neces- 
saries are a basket of (home-made) tissue paper roses, 
in each of which a morsel of lead is glued, and as many 
palm-leaf fans as there will be players. One half the 
roses are red, the other half pink. A chalk line is made 
on the g^ss and the players are divided into two sides. 
The divisions stand facing each other, and a few feet 
apart. The fun consists in seeing which can send most 
flowers into the enemy's territory, using the fans as 
racquettes. Every rose that descends into the territory 
of the opponents counts one point off for the opposition. 
Most points win the game. 

For a warm day, sit-down games, pleasant, but re- 
quiring no physical exertion, will be appreciated for a 
portion of the program. Incomplete quotations with 
special reference to roses make one entertaining pastime 
on this order. For it, give each guest a pink card with 
pencil attached with ribbon, and invite all to compete for 
a gift, to be awarded to the man or girl completing 
most quotations correctly. 
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Suggestions for the rose quotations to serve as nucleus 
of an original list are given below : 

1. That which we call a — 

2. He wears the rose 

3. As though a rose should shut 

4. The rose that lives 

5. Flowers of all hue and — 

6. O, my love's like a red, 

COMPLETING LIKES 

I. rose, by any other name would smell as 

sweet — Shakespeare. 

2. of youth upon him. — Shakespeare. 

3* and be a bud again. — Keats. 

4. its little hour 

Is prized beyond the sculptured flower.— Bryowf. 

5. without thorn, the rose. — Milton. 

6. red rose that's newly sprung in June. — Barns. 

Give a candlestick in the form of a rose as the prize 
in this contest. 

For another pleasant pencil game give each one a 
card or a sheet of paper and see who can, in ten minutes, 
write down the longest list of Rose Allusions in compe- 
tition for a prize. 

Examples of such allusions would be: Rose Red, 
Wars of the Roses, St Elizabeth of Hungary, The Rose 
of a Hundred Leaves, Fair Rosamond, Rose in Bloom, 
The Last Rose of Summer, Rosa Bonheur. The player 
naming most could receive a rose tree in a pot 

The al fresco table for a rose function could be made 
[189] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

entirely delightful. A large cake, frosted in pink and 
surrounded by a garland of moss roses, makes a charm- 
ing centerpiece. Candles, which are not lighted usually 
out of doors, have rose-colored shades. Have all rosy 
things for the side dishes. Pink peppermint bonbons, 
radishes, cherries, and so forth. The menu, with very 
little trouble, can have a rosy tinge ; cold sliced tongue, 
tomato jelly, or salmon salad, frozen cherries, straw- 
berry and pink iced cakes, are among the many sug- 
gestions available. 

A PEACH BLOSSOM SHOWER 

It was too early for the trees to be in blossom, but 
that didn't count. Boys were sent to the woods to get 
three or four small trees, leafless, to be sure. Meantime 
the girl friends of the bride set to work ruffling up pink 
tissue paper in little rosettes, to imitate the tender pink 
of peach blossoms. These were strung all over the bare 
boughsj until they stood forth a mass of pinky bloom. 
The trees were set up in one end of the large living-room, 
over whose floor had first been spread a big square of 
green burlap to imitate the natural turf. 

Every little way on the tree the branches were caught 
together to form little pockets and in these were stored 
handfuls of the little pink paper blossoms. Gifts brought 
by the girl friends were all wrapped in pink tissue paper 
and fastened to the lower limbs. Then long streamers 
of pink ribbon were attached, and when the girl in whose 
honor the peach trees blossomed, came into the room, a 
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vigorous pull at the ribbons brought the whole shower 
of fluttering pink down over her head and shoulders 
and green carpet underneath. It was all so pretty and 
girlish. 

AN APPLE ORCHARD CLUB ENTERTAINMENT 

Somewhat similar was an apple orchard entertain- 
ment, given one winter by a western woman's club. 
For days beforehand, the women met at each other's 
homes to make apple blossoms. When the day of the 
luncheon arrived, the men did their part in bringing 
from the woods a dozen or more trees, that were set 
up in the hall to represent a genuine apple orchard. The 
limbs were quickly wreathed with the pink and white 
blossoms, and underneath the trees the tables were set. 
Apples in every conceivable form were the feature of 
the generous luncheon provided. Apple fritters, apple 
puddings and charlottes, apple pies and apple cakes, 
apple dumplings and apple pandowdies, baked apples 
and apples au naturel. 

A CLOVER LUNCHEON 

One of the prettiest of luncheons given one June in 
the country to a party of "sweet girl graduates" was a 
clover and honey luncheon, whose design may prove sug- 
gestive to others for this season. All the decorations 
were of clover, red and white. Bowls of the fragrant 
blossoms stood everywhere on mantel and tables, while 
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in the center of the lunch table, whose cIotK doilies and 
napkins repeated the trefoil design, was a block of green 
tnrf, from which sprang a bunch of fresh growing pinky 
white clover. The large red clover leaves radiated from 
this toward each cover, where lay a little boutoimifere of 
leaves and blossoms. The refreshments were simple and 
truly Arcadian. 

Strawberries au Naturel. 

Sorrel Soup with Croutons. 

Sorrel Leaves. 

Home-Made Mints (pink and white). 

Qover Fritters, 

Qover Sandwiches. 

Hot Biscuit and Honey. 

Honey Cakes. Strawberry Ice Cream. 

Metheglin. 

The sandwiches were simply delicate slices of home- 
made bread spread with sweet butter that had been 
packed in a basket of fresh clover blossoms long enough 
to become impregnated with the odor. 

The fritters were the white blossoms dipped in regular 
fritter batter and quickly browned in olive oil. 

The metheglin had been made several weeks before 
in this way: 

Add to twelve and a half pounds of pure honey eight 
gallons of boiling water. Let it stand for two days, 
stirring occasionally, then add a quarter of a yeast cake 
dissolved in a tablespoonful of water and spread on a 
piece of dry toast 

Cover loosely and let it stand for three weeks, then 
rack off and bottle. 
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A HOUSE-CLEANING LUNCHEON 

One young woman gave a house-cleaning luncheon 
one April to some of her friends that also scored a suc- 
cess. For her centerpiece she had a child's toy stand, 
with brooms and brushes of all kinds attached. Around 
this she arranged the little five-cent feather dusters, 
drawing a ribbon from each feather duster to each place. 
The almond and olive dishes rested on cakes of sandsoap, 
and a few camphor balls were scattered carelessly around. 
The doilies were all of checked gingham, and the candle- 
shades of the same. The guests found their places by 
means of spring flowers, a boutonniere of violets at one 
place, a "daffy-down-dilly" at another, pussy willows at 
a third, arbutus at a fourth, snowdrops at a fifth, pansies 
at the sixth and buttercups at the seventh. Couplets or 
verses descriptive of each flower were written on cards 
inclosed in envelopes and passed on a toy tin dustpan 
for each one to take her dioice. This, when limcheon 
was announced 



HOUSE PARTY FROLICS FOR INDEPENDENCE 

DAY. 

A JOLLY way to get the fun of the Independence Day 
Kouseparty into swing is by means of a firecracker search. 

Six or eight packs of tfie little oriental explosives are 
separated into tiieir component parts and hidden in the 
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green turf, among fhe green of shrubs and vines, in the 
porch railings and wherever a nook or cranny offers. 

The explosion of a large cannon-cracker gives a signal 
for beginning the hunt, and a similar report marks the 
finish. The two signals should be about fifteen minutes 
apart. The ordinary red crackers when found count one 
point each. The yellow ones which occur irregularly in 
the packs counts two points and the green (being hardest 
to find) three. 

One entire pack should be hidden in some rather un- 
looked-for position — ^say attached to the limb of a tree. 
Each cracker in this bunch counts for the person finding it 
exactly as if discovered separately, and, of course, greatly 
increases his chances of winning the game. 

Prizes for the most successful search are papier-mache 
firecrackers filled with goodies. 

The players who have been successful in finding crack- 
ers could afterward be afforded a chance to win an addi- 
tional prize by matching then. 

For this exciting sport players sit in a row facing a 
gravel walk or other bare space where crackers can be set 
off without damage. Each is given a fuse or some 
matches. The timekeeper stands facmg the line, holding 
a handkerchief, which he lets fall as a signal for igniting 
and dropping the crackers. The cracker first to go off 
after the signal is given wins a point for the owner. 

This is continued for ten minutes. The player winning 
most points during that time wins a prize. 

A pincushion in tiie form of a cannon-cracker makes a 
prize-gift easy to obtain and appropriate to the occasion* 
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If two or more players win an equal number of points 
and this number is the highest won, these players draw 
lots for the prize. 

Where the hostess has large garden space at her dis- 
posal tiny flags of the variety sold everywhere for a cent 
apiece or less can be substituted for the crackers. They 
are stuck upright in the turf, fastened in the foliage of 
bushes and trees, and are searched for in the same manner 
but with a much shorter time limit. 

A new and lively flag game on another order is possible 
with even a small lawn at command. This is a blindfold 
frolic suitable for a gathering of children, young people 
or adults, or a mixed gathering consisting of all ages. 

Quantities of small flags (the ends should be whittled 
sharp) are stuck upright in the turf. Others wave from 
bushes, vines and any other vantage points close at hand. 
One player at a time is blindfolded and sent to gather up 
as many of the little ensigns as he can secure in three 
minutes. At the expiration of three minutes by the watch 
of the entertainer, the flags he has collected are coimted 
in order to find his score and are then replaced quickly in 
the ground, when another competitor takes his place. The 
number of flags collected by any player represents the 
number of points won towards the game. Each player's 
score should be carefully kept by the hostess. 

A silk flag could be awarded for the first prize and a 
blotter or any other useful trifle decorated with a flag 
design for the second. 

Another laughable blindfold game lies in furnishing 
Uncle Sam with his familiar goatee. A likeness of the 
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good uncle (a very crude one will serve) is drawn or 
painted on a square of muslin which is afterwards 
stretched taut on a wooden frame. A disused picture 
frame is good for this. 

The beards are made of ravelled manila rope and each 
person in turn endeavors to furnish "Uncle Samuel" with 
a hirsute appendage. An Uncle Sam bonbonniere filled 
with chocolates would make an acceptable gift for a prize- 
winner of either sex. 

Two entertaining July Fourth games piit the amount of 
the guest's information regarding the national ensign to 
the test. Even boys and girls of the primary grades will 
enjoy the drawing game on this plan. 

White cards having pencils attached to them with tri- 
color ribbon are distributed and players are requested to 
draw an American flag correct in every detail. 

This means that the exact position of the red and white 
stripes must be indicated, the niunber of stars correctly 
given and so on. This will not prove an easy matter 
except to the unusually observant. 

The outfit for the game called Flags would be a 
pleasant reward for the most correct drawing. 

If two or more are equally correct, all such artists draw 
lots. 

A humorous version of the same frolic consists in see- 
ing who can draw the best representation of an American 
flag with his eyes shut. 

For older players arrange a question and answer game 
founded on Old Glory. Such a paper can be made very 
varied and interesting by having it embrace the history 
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and legen'd of the U. S. flag as well as the peculiarities 
of the design. A hasty illustration of such a paper follows : 

How many stars now appear in the field of blue? 

Of what color is the top stripe? The lowest stripe? 

What do the stripes in the flag represent? 

Give the signification of the stars? 

Who wrote "The Star Spangled Banner'*? 

Who was "Betsey Ross"? 

How many stars originally appeared in one flag? 

A book relating to the story of our flag could be offered 
in this round for the cleverest work of any guest 

For another stir-about frolic a large dinner-bell of the 
old-fashioned clapper sort is required. It should be 
covered for the occasion with frills of red, white and blue 
tissue paper and suspended from a branch of a tree, or 
from the upper railing of the porch. 

Armed with rubber balls, not too hard, the players en- 
deavor to "ring the Liberty Bell." Of course, a certain 
base upon which all must stand to throw the balls, is de- 
cided in advance. 

Each boy or girl has three tosses in which to "proclaim 
Liberty throughout the land." If succesful in any one of 
the three he or she is eligible to draw for the prize. A 
stickpin with head in the form of a flag is yet another 
choice for Independence Day prizes. 

Patriotic songs can be used as the basis of games both 
amusing and inspiring. Thus the entertainer can dis- 
tribute among her guests strips of cardboard or cheap 
tablets and call for a complete copy of The Star Spangled 
Banner. 
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A book containing the complete words should be at 
hand by which to compare the different attempts. A book 
giving words and music of patriotic song^, including those 
of other nations, might be offered for the copy most nearly 
perfect. 

Again the entertainer could prepare a number of copies, 
preferably typewritten, in which the adjectives are all 
omitted. These are distributed among the guests, a 
gentleman and a lady sharing one copy between them. 

The idea is to fill in the blanks with adjectives in order 
to supply a faultless copy of the song. Partners work to- 
gether to recall and write down the missing words. 
Fifteen minutes is allowed for filling in the spaces. At 
the end of that time the papers are collected and the prize 
awarded. 

Many table games are adapted to a menymaking under 
the trees or on the porch, with a special reference to July 
Fourth. 

Jackstraws played with tiny penny flags instead of the 
conventional straws is a new twist now given to an old 
and good pastime. 

Again, make in the center of the table a large pile of 
the little colored "torpedoes" which are a feature of the 
day with children. Surmount the pile with a tiny flag and 
provide several inexpensive pairs of candy-tongs. 

Each player in turn lifts a torpedo from the pile, doing 
his best not to overthrow the flag in the process. The 
action proceeds briskly, until some one removes a torpedo 
that causes the fall of the flag. This player is then "out" 
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of the game which continues until but one man or girl 
remains. This last remaining player wins the prize. 

Another version of the contest is where small candies 
are wrapped in squares of colored tissue paper to rep- 
resent the torpedoes, and the player winning the game 
receives all the candies as a prize. 

Or have the pile of torpedoes as before but without the 
flag. Give each person a tumbler and two steel knitting- 
needles. The fun consists in seeing who can soonest 
fill his or her glass, lifting the torpedoes with the knitting- 
needles. 

For an adult assembly a question and answer puzzle 
founded on the famous events of the day being celebrated, 
would be pleasantly intellectual. Such questions as those 
which follow are the right ones for this game. 

What were the Thirteen Original States? 

By whom was each of tiie thirteen settled? 

On what day was our Independence actually pro- 
claimed? 

By whom was the Declaration written? 

Who was the first signer ? 

While the elders are engaged with this puzzle the 
youngsters can enjoy a rousing game of Flag Tag, which 
is played like Stag Tag except that those in pursuit of 
other players hold tiny flags to tag with. 

Or the children would enjoy pinning the stars into 
the blue field of a flag drawn on a curtain. The feat is 
performed with eyes shut or bandaged. All those who 
succeeed in placing their stars are eligible to draw for the 
prize. 
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MENU FOR A COLUMBIAN TEA SERVED ON 
THE LAWN 

Strawberries or Currants on the Stem with Powdered Sugar. 

Chicken Loaf or Tongue in Aspic. 

White Bread and Lettuce Sandwiches. 

Brown Bread and Lobster Sandwiches. 

Lowell Wonders. Sprinkles. 

Card Gingerbread. Cream Cheese. 

Watermelon or Raspberry Ice. 

Lemonade. 



MENU FOR A FOURTH OF JULY DINNER 

Clam Cocktails in Lemon Cups. 

Radishes. * Salted Popcorn. 

Broiled Lobster. 

Cucumbers with French Dressing. 

Leg of Lamb with Mint Sauce and Currant Jelly. 

New Potatoes with Parsley. 

Tomato Salad. Cheese Straws. 

Watermelon or Cherry Pie. 

Coffee. 

For the Fourth of July table indoors or in the garden 
have your centerpiece of red, white and blue flowers. Fill 
a glass bowl with red geraniums or roses. Around the 
base of the bowl put white geraniums, daisies or candy- 
tuft, and outside the white a garland of bluets or forget- 
me-nots. 

If there are candles, let the shades be of the red, white 
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and blue tissue paper, or simply use white candles with 
red shades and a knot of baby-blue or sprig of forget-me- 
not. At each cover lay a firecracker bonbon tox topped 
by a head of Uncle Sam or the little Goddess of Liberty 
boxes. 

For salads and ices there are all sorts of quaint and 
appropriate boxes that lend a patriotic and decorative 
touch to the table. If you have a polished table use no 
cloth, but doilies. 

For the tables on the lawn there are pretty red, white 
and blue covers with napkins to match, or they may have 
white cloths with green leaves or paper doilies in red, 
white and blue. 

The dishes may carry out the patriotic color scheme if 
desired, though this is not at all essential. Cakes may be 
frosted with red and white striped icing and decorated 
with tiny flags. Bonbons may be wrapped in red, white 
and blue tissue paper and be rolled up tightly to imitate 
torpedoes. 

A LIBERTY BELL LUNCHEON 

A CHARMING and unusual luncheon plan is a Liberty 
Bell table, the idea beginning with the flowers and ex- 
tending to favors and all minor details. 

The centerpiece, by way of a change, might be a hang- 
ing one, a bell formed of flowers and depending from the 
chandelier or by ribbons from the ceiling. 

Again, you could have the conventional low bed of 
flowers and just above this, one of the silver Liberty Bells 
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in paper mache, which come for holding candy. Have this 
swung from the chandelier or from the ceiling by ribbons 
and fill it with favors to be distributed after the luncheon. 
Or you can fill it with sweets and have as favors little 
chocolate or silver paper Liberty Bells, with the names of 
the guests written upon them in icing or red ink as the 
case may be. 

The porch or the trees, whatever the covering under 
which the meal is served, could be prettily festooned with 
the tissue paper bells in red, white and blue paper. 

A menu which the housekeeper could prepare with the 
assistance of one maid would be: (i) Cantaloupe with 
sherry; (2) cream of com soup; (3) filet of flounder, 
tartare sauce and potato chips; (4) French chops with 
peas; (5) cucumber salad, cream cheese, brown bread 
sandwiches; (6) raspberry shortcake, orange or pine- 
apple ice, coflfee, bonbons. 

The cantaloupe can be served cut in halves and the 
sherry passed in a cruet to be added according to indi- 
vidual taste. Or the pulp can be scooped from the shells, 
with a small spoon, chilled by packing ice aroimd it for 
a short time, after which it is brought to the table in grape- 
fruit glasses with a few drops of sherry sprinkled over 
each portion. 

With the com soup serve croutons or hot wafers and 
top off each cup with unsweetened whipped cream. 

Have the flounder cut in the required shapes by your 
fish dealer. Dip in egg, roll in bread crumbs and fry in 
deep fat. When you have sliced cucumbers very thin, 
arrange them together in the shape of the whole fruit on 
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individual dishes, selecting them of the proper size, not 
too large for the purpose. 

A POLAR LUNCHEON FOR DOG DAYS 

A New York woman of hospitable tastes found herself 
unexpectedly confronted last year by the problem of en- 
tertaining friends from a distant city during August. 

The intense heat made the thought of the usual bill of 
fare positively unappetizing, yet "table hospitality" of 
some kind was a necessity. 

The question became one of what could be offered that 
would be cool and refreshing at one o'clock on a stifling 
August day? 

The delightful little polar luncheon evolved by Mrs. C. 
under stress of circumstance is full of helpful suggestions 
for other hostesses similarly placed. 

For the centerpiece she secured a large block of ice, 
which was put in the middle of the table in a very large 
baking-pan having a wide rim to prevent overflow as the 
ice melted. The edges of the pan were concealed with 
raw cotton representing polar snow. On the top of the 
berg she poised several polar bears cut from white cellu- 
loid and tinted on both sides alike. The ice in melting 
cooled the room delightfully. 

The tablecloth was white damask sprinkled with 
sparkling silver dust and white and green china was used. 

Pretty little white paper fans having the names of the 
guests in silver were laid at each place under mounds of 
raw cotton sprinkled with the mica. 
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Similar mounds of cotton were used under the side 
dishes, which were filled with sugared white popcorn 
delightfully frosty of aspect, sugar-coated almonds, and 
candied mint leaves. 

Attached to the water glasses were tiny cards frosted 
with alum like those seen at Christmas. On them were 
written quotations from various poets, the very sound of 
which was cooling, such as : 

Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks, rage, blow. — 
Shakespeare. 

See, winter comes to rule the varied year. — Thomson. 

The snow, the snow, the beautiful snow. — Watson. 

The air bites shrewdly; it is very cold. 

It is a nipping and an eager Bir.^-^hakespeare. 

The menu was appropriately "full of chills," as the fol- 
lowing dishes show: 

It began with small halves of muskmelons stuffed with 
diced summer fruits and dressed with powdered sugar. 

For the soup course there was frozen bouillon, with 
which small salted crackers were served. 

The cold filet of halibut which came next was dressed 
with tartare sauce and served with sliced cucumbers and 
dainty strips of brown bread and butter. 

The main course of jellied chicken was brought to the 
table on a large platter surrounded with little mounds of 
asparagus tips, peas, and mushrooms with mayonnaise. 
With this dish rolls and butter were passed. 

The salad was a novelty composed of tiny cream cheese 
balls tinted green with a vegetable coloring, and served 
on nests of lettuce leaves. With it went cheese fingers. 
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The dessert was a simple one — ^gelatine flavored with 
ginger and served with whipped cream dotted over with 
bits of crystallized ginger. Ladyfingers were considered 
the daintiest cakes for a hot day, as they are not as rich as 
layer cake. 

The last course was iced coffee and white bonbons, and 
the luncheon was rated a perfect success as to its novelty 
and refreshing quality. 

This menu may be varied to suit the individual taste, 
such as substituting iced clam bouillon for the frozen beef 
bouillon, and ices for the dessert mentioned, and many 
persons would prefer an iced fruit salad. 



TO CELEBRATE THE HARVEST HOME 

It is becoming more and more every year the custom 
to celebrate the beautiful mellow season of the Harvest 
Home by a merrymaking in which "good neighbors all 
convene and join." 

Especially in the country, where all the treasures of 
Nature's fall cornucopia are to be had for the asking, is a 
Harvest Home frolic bound to be a huge success. The 
girl whose pocket money is limited can arrange such a 
festival practically without expense, since the only appro- 
priate decorations are those which the country furnishes 
free of charge, and the most appropriate refreshments are 
"really truly" country goodies, such as cookies, nuts, 
sliced cold chicken and cider. 
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HARVEST HOME BARN FROUC 

A good plan for making the entertainment as inex- 
pensive for the guests as for the hostess is to combine Ae 
idea of the feast of granaries with that of a poverty so- 
ciable. One bright girl arranged her jollification in this 
way and it certainly made a great hit: For the invitation^ 
she obtained some sheets of the brown paper used by 
butchers. This was cut into little folded sheets with 
roughly jagged edges and on each was written the invita- 
tion containing a request for "country costume." 

For the scene of the fun she hit upon the airy loft of a 
large bam. When this had been tastefully decorated with 
country trophies, no ballroom could have been prettier, 
A wainscoting of the yellow maize with tassels intact was 
arranged to go completely around the loft. Above this 
were choice branches of tinted leaves, while across the 
ceiling were swung ropes of corn-ears wired together, 
scarlet cords of red peppers, tiny pumpkins and gourds in 
artistic medley. 

The loft was lightea by carnage-lamps shining out of 
clusters of autumn leaves and grain. The center of the 
floor was cleared for dancing, but elsewhere soft clover- 
hay was scattered, while bales of straw and rustic-looking 
chairs provided seats for those who wished to rest. 

Taking their cue from the invitation, the women came 
wearing calico frocks, gingham aprons and sunbonnets 
while the men wore blue jeans, negligee shirts and broad- 
brimmed haymakers' hats. On the appointed evening 
more than one gay crowd of merrymakers drove up in 
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hay-wagons, the din of tin horns and bells resounding 
merrily along the country lanes. 

HARVEST HOME GAMES 

As soon as all were on the scene little paper bags were 
distributed and players were asked to search for the nuts 
hidden under the hay and straw. Men and women searched 
as partners, each couple sharing a bag and laboring to fill 
it. After the search, the nuts discovered were cracked 
and enjoyed by those who found them. The discovery 
that many of the walnuts and peanuts contained funny 
little fortunes worded in rhyme was a surprise. Although 
written impersonally, many of the jingles unconsciously 
hit the mark in a most laughable way. 

Boxes of particularly good home-made cookies were 
next offered as rewards of merit in a variety of amusing 
"stunts." For one test they ate very dry crackers and 
then sang a verse of some song or whistled a tune accord- 
ing to the sex of the vocalist. 

In another round the young women wrote three 
hundred words on "How to Choose a Husband," while the 
men became didactic authors to the same extent on the 
subject of "How to Choose a Wife." There was also a 
doughnut-eating contest where the toothsome little brown 
circlets depended from the ceiling by stringy and the con- 
testants ate with hands tied behind them, and another 
game where each sex in turn held their hands aloft above 
a screen, the respective owners to be guessed by members 
of the opposite division. It was all extremely jolly. 

Midway between the games and the refreshments came 
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the old-fashioned square dances, the lanciers, Virginia 
reel, etc., with an orchestra composed of banjos, ac- 
cordions, Jew's-harps and other small instruments which 
had previously been rehearsed in unison before the pro- 
gram started. 

Supper was served at long tables made of boards 
stretched upon trestles. White crepe paper with a border 
in a design of autumn leaves was substituted for a cloth. 
The centerpiece was a huge pumpkin cut to represent a 
basket with a handle and filled with fruit, including the 
always graceful and lovely sprays of purple grapes and 
grape-leaves. Tiny purple and white cabbages hollowed 
out and lined with crepe paper held respectively salted 
nuts and home-made candy. The candles, with which the 
tables were lighted, were fitted into little hollows in the 
tops of large carrots, the stem end of these being cut away 
to make them stand securely. 

In the way of refreshments there were cold sliced 
chicken, milk biscuit and fresh country butter a-plenty. 
Hot lemonade and cider formed the drinkables. These 
were served with home-made cake and fudge and were 
followed by the true Harvest Home course of nuts and 
fruits. 

Supper served cobwebwise never fails to amuse. For 
this the table is spread, but viands are missing. Each 
person is given the end of a long string as in the ordinary 
cobweb party and this he must disentangle little by little 
in the usual way. At the end of each cord when 
straightened out some edible part of a supper is found. 
One player will perhaps discover a plate of sandwiches, 
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another a dish of fruit, another a bag of nuts or candy, 
and so on. Each one carries her trophy to the general 
table and the hostess provides the accompanying beverage. 

CORN FEAST 

Another pretty way to mark the garnering of Earth's 
bounty is by a festival in honor of King Corn. 

For this, invitations may be written on corn-colored 
paper or on paper decorated with tiny pen-and-ink 
sketches of corn-stalks or they may be rolled up like 
scrolls and tucked away in yellow husks made of crepe 
paper to represent ears of com. If the little biddings will 
be distributed by messenger, this last idea is extremely 
effective. For passage through the mail it is less handy. 

Here again the dry corn-stalks make an appropriate 
background. Bank the comers of the room with them 
and draw through them the stems of scarlet tissue paper 
poppies, which can be easily whipped up in odd hours at 
home. Have a frieze for the wall of the dried corn-ears 
with husks partially pulled back and an occasional red 
specimen to emphasize the eflfect. These are easily dyed 
by boiling a piece of turkey-red cotton in water and dip- 
ping them in the solution if they do not occur plentifully 
in the husking. At one end of the room have a tent effect 
made of corn-stalks under which one of the girls, cos- 
tumed, say, as Minnehaha, tells fortunes or reads palms 
in intervals between the games. 

The first game of the program might be a mock auction 
where the players bid in little bundles, using dry corn- 
kernels as money. The little packages should be prepared 
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in advance and there should be as many of these as there 
will be guests. It is not necessary to expend any money 
upon the contents. Fill them with cornucopias of sugared 
popcorn or fudge, home-made pincushions or needle- 
books, grass baskets, funny fortunes in rhyme (which 
may be illustrated, if you like, with absurd sketches), head- 
dresses made from tissue paper, etc., and the amusement 
will be just as great as if more expensive articles were 
inclosed. 

Some one who is clever at speaking extempore must 
act as auctioneer, mounting on a chair or table. This 
person is aware of the contents of the little bundles and 
"talks them up" in a way which will g^ve some hint of 
their contents to any one clever at guessing. Before the 
auction begins each player should receive fifty grains of 
com, representing an equal number of dollars, with which 
to buy in any bundle that appeals to his fancy. The con- 
tents of the bundle bought belongs permanently to the one 
who expended his or her com money for them. 

For another game have a large glass jar filled with 
corn-kemels, preferably of different colors — that is, the 
coarse yellow, the blue sugar com and a red ear stripped. 
Let the competitors guess the total number of kernels in 
all colors, and also the number of yellow, blue and red 
individually. Decorate a calendar or a blotter with a 
design of corn-flowers to give as a prize. 

A jolly scramble game is where each player receives a 
tumbler and two large pins, and dishes of dried cora- 
kemels are placed in the center of the big table around 
which all sit. When the signal is given all begin to dip 
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the corn-kernels into thie glasses, using the pins to do it 
with. The man or woman whose tumbler is most nearly 
full when the supply of com is exhausted wins the game. 
The supper which rounds out the feast can be full of 
corn-y suggestions. For instance, there could be cold- 
corned beef and corn-bread or corn-meal griddlecakes 
(with maple syrup) and coflfee and sweet, sugared or 
molasses popcorn. 

AN OUTDOOR CELEBRATION 

Those of you who have never celebrated an autumn 
holiday out of doors have a pleasure yet in store. The fall 
atmosphere may have a chilly tang, especially the evening, 
but the bonfire on which the supper is cooked radiates a 
genial warmth, while out of its radius, stirring c^n-air 
games keep the blood in circulation. 

A country friend recently described to me such a pretty 
entertainment held in the open air at the time of the 
Harvest Home, A brief account of it may help out some 
young hostess whose plans are not yet worked out in 
detail. 

Some of the men of the party collected the firewood and 
built the open-air blaze with its forked stick for holding 
the kettle, and when their preparations were about com- 
pleted, with a merry jingling of bells, a little cart came 
trundling along in the direction of the fire. This was 
drawn by four young men of the neighborhood and it was 
decorated with ribbons and was piled high with straw and 
autumn leaves. On the top of it sat a popular girl dressed 
as the Queen of the Harvest, who, when the cart stopped, 
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descended from her perch, bringing with her two baskets 
containing different fruits and v^etables and other pro- 
visions to be used for the supper. 

The arrival of the cart was received with prolonged 
cheering, after which all fell to with a will to prepare the 
feast. While the young women cut the bread and made 
the sandwiches, etc., the men roasted the com and pota- 
toes, and boiled the kettle on the impromptu crane. 

After the feast more wood was added to the fire. The 
company gathered arotmd it, roasting chestnuts and swap- 
ping stories, jokes and riddles. Of course, there were 
romping games in which all took part, and also, of course, 
they danced in a circle around the dying blaz^ and 
sang old-time songs in chorus. 

A KITCHEN PARTY 

Lucky the girl whose home boasts a large and genuinely 
old-fashioned kitchen which mother can be persuaded to 
give up to the young people for a single evening. It will 
make a charming setting for the Harvest Home sociable. 
Send out invitations written on little v^etable shapes cut 
from heavy paper. 

Decorate the ceiling with ropes of onions, red peppers or 
any vegetables strung together and caught up at intervals 
with purple or white cabbages to look like comic rosettes. 

Prepare in advance a huge bowl of batter for pancakes. 
Each man of the party can be detailed to bake a single 
flapjack, the girl (his partner) assisting him with advice 
only, and the best cake made by any couple to win prizes 
for both of those who had a hand in it. 
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The girls will probably want to make fudge and roast 
chestnuts in the oven, so that the good mother's stove will 
play an important part in the merrymaking. Coffee may 
be served with the flapjacks or hot lemonade and cider 
afterward. 



FOR THE EVE OF FATE 

Of all the festivals of the year there is none that ap- 
peals more strongly to fun-loving young folk than that of 
"All-hallow Eve." 

The crispy autumn weather sets the blood a-tingling 
and makes every one feel in just the humor for a lark. 
The informality of a properly conducted Hallowe'en party 
forms one of its chiefest charms, for no dressing in one's 
best clothes, and being on one's dignity for a whole eve- 
nine, is necessary. 

It goes without saying that the big kitchen stove or the 
furnace fire furnish the appropriate center for the fun 
and feasting. Of course, there must be Jack-o'lantems to 
light the porch and rooms where the fun is going on. 

If one is living in the suburbs where a "ghost march" 
can be indulged in before or after supper, there are all 
sorts of stage properties that can be purchased or impro- 
vised, besides the death's-head masks that come as low as 
five cents. Among these unique disguises there are 
curious toboggan-shaped masks made from stockinet, to 
be pulled on over the head. At the shops they retail for 
fifteen cents each, but they can be readily imitated at 
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Kome, using as foundation some of the summer gauze 
underwear that is too far gone to be saved in its entirety 
for next season. For each mask you will need two pieces 
fourteen inches in length and nine and one-half inches in 
width. 

Roimd one end to fit the top of the head, then sew the 
sides together, leaving the lower end open. When this is 
pulled over the head it comes down over the neck, where 
a sheet draped over the figure conceals the hiatus. Now 
cut oval slips for the eyes, a triangle for the nose and a 
bow-shaped opening for the mouth. 

Before cutting out the features a piece of mosquito 
netting or coarse gauze can be attached with flour paste 
to the inside of the face portion of the domino, to make 
it hold its place. Then after cutting the features, outline 
them with a bit of red paint The mouth must be ac- 
centuated in bow shape and a V-shaped opening in the 
center of the upper lip may be made. Edge the lower half 
of each eye witii a line of red, put a red dot about the size 
of a ten-cent piece in the center of each cheek and make 
one eyebrow of red, placing it at some distance above the 
eye opening. In the center of the forehead put a blue or 
black dot the same size as those in the cheeks, and one in 
the center of the chin. The other eyebrow can be either 
of blue or black. A procession of celebrants, each habited 
in one of these white caps, the figure shrouded in a sheet, 
each carrying one of the little skeleton head lanterns in 
one hand, makes an eerie spectacle winding in and out 
among the trees. The clanking of chains or a minor 
chant, repeating some Latin phrase, or near Latin for that 
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matter, will add appreciably to the ghostly effect of this 
Hallowe'en pageant. 

Hallowe'en games 

Where there are games it is always better to have a 
regular program made out in advance. At a successful 
party, festivities began with a "ghost cake walk." In this 
case each ghost had come in character. As the ghosts 
arrived they found the halls and parlors dimly lighted 
with ghostly lanterns and the "Witch of Endor/' assisted 
by the "Three Weird Sisters," waiting to receive them. 
Among the guests stalked Hamlet's father's ghost, Lady 
Macbeth in her sleep-walking scene, the Ancient Mariner, 
Ichabod Crane and the Headless Horseman, the Witches 
of Salem riding on broomsticks and Mephistopheles, 
while the "ghost of a chance/' sheeted and covered with 
playing-cards, brought up the rear. 

After a protracted march upstairs, downstairs and in 
my lady's chamber, to the slow, sad strains of a funeral 
march, they broke at last into a well-known gallop 
familiar to "Tam o' Shanter," when all the sheeted tilings 
rushed madly to the dining-room, where preparations had 
been made for a little vaudeville performance. Here Lady 
Macbeth gave her sleep-walking scene, and Hamlet's 
father's ghost told his tale of woe. The witches of Mac- 
beth tried some of their incantations with the aid of their 
cauldron and Greek fire, and the Ancient Mariner danced 
the Highland fling with infinite abandon. Dancing and 
games suited to the occasion followed until the "crowing 
of the cock" sent all scurrying to the dressing-room, where 
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costumes were laid aside, after which refreshments were 
served. 

BOBBING FOR APPLES 

This is one of the oldest Hallowe'en games and needs 
little explanation. In a tub half filled with water several 
apples, with the names of various girls scratched on them, 
are set afloat. As they swim about tlie boys are expected 
to duck their heads, biting one of the apples and bringing 
it out of the water. Of course, the name on the apple is 
that of the future bride. 

THE BARREL HOOP TEST ^ 

Having found the name of one's future spouse, it is 
the part of wisdom to find out what the prospects of hap- 
piness are. To this end, hang a barrel hoop horizontally 
from the ceiling and suspend from it by means of strings, 
stick candies, slices of bread, red peppers and candle-ends. 
Whirl the hoop around sideways and let each in turn 
grasp at these objects with the teeth. If the first bite gives 
you candy, sweet indeed is the future opening before you. 
If bread, you will always be sure of a living, but life will 
be rather prosaic. The red pepper portends trouble and a 
hot time generally, while the candle-ends point to the 
briefest kind of a honeymoon. 

HALLOWE'EN SUPPER FOR LITTLE FOLKS 

For children not old enough to care whether they ever 
get married or not, simpler pleasures and games will suf* 
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fice. At one mirthful children's party the refreshments in- 
cluded cookies baked in pumpkin shapes, with eyes of 
raisins and mouth and nose of citron. This pleased the 
children, as did the marshmallow roast which concluded 
the meal. At every place stood a plate holding a yellow 
apple to represent a pumpkin. These were hollowed out 
and candles inserted. Boxes of marshmallows were 
passed around, and each child, being provided with a wire, 
the candles were lighted and the children toasted their 
own marshmallows over them. Of course, mothers and 
aunts were present to see that there were no accidents. 



HALLOWE'EN FUN IN A BARN. 

A BARN makes a novel and delightful setting for a 
Hallowe'en frolic, one, too, which offers more space for 
the gathering than many houses. 

A most succesf ul affair of the kind was held in the new 
barn belonging to a country club. 

Decorations were out of the ordinary. Pumpkins 
lighted with candles were wired in graduated rows from 
brooms which hung leng^wise from the ceiling. These 
Jack-o'-lanterns varied from the tiny specimens to quite 
large ones, and were attached all along the broomstick 
with picturesque effect. 

The uncanny-looking bats of more than natural size 
which soared among the brooms were constructed, it 
came out, of brown cheesecloth, whalebone and cotton 
batting. 
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In clusters of autumn leaves were hidden the carriage- 
lamps which shed an extra glow upon the scene. Qover 
hay, fragrant and spicy, strewed the floors of lofts and 
passageways, while additional heat and the necessary 
"airing" were brought about by the introduction of extra 
coal stoves. 

Bales of straw in the corners of the loft concealed quan- 
tities of nuts of different kinds for which the players 
searched between the games. The nuts were used for the 
conventional divinations and a number of the walnuts 
were found to contain amusing fortunes written on 
squares of tissue paper. 

As an introduction to the evening^s fun they played 
Puss in the Corner, but with a new and most laughable 
twist. It was played with partners, even the Puss being 
a couple instead of a single individual. 

As the frolic was arranged more or less with a view to 
imitating a Hallowe'en entertainment in the Eighteenth 
Century a very old divination called Fire o' Love was 
introduced. To arrange it a large wooden tub filled with 
water was brought on the scene. Each girl in the party 
wrote her name on a separate slip of paper. These slips 
were twisted so as to stay closed and were thrown on the 
water. At the same time a candle-end attached to a flat 
cork was lighted and set afloat on the water. The water 
was agitated by fanning with a palm-leaf fan and the 
candle floating on the wavelets contrived to set fire to 
most of the slips. At the end of a minute or two the 
candle was taken out and any tmburnt papers were 
opened. The names found on these represented young 
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women who would never feel the fire of love, therefore 
were doomed to single blessedness. The same divination 
was then carried out with regard to the men. 

Then followed the old and picturesque ceremony of 
soothsaying by the kalestock, that is the cabbage plant. 
As many genuine cabbages (taken up by the root) as 
there were players were required for it. From the heart 
of each cabbage a few leaves had been cut out to make 
room for a piece of green tissue paper on which a quota- 
tion was written. Quotations concerning women were 
written on one-half the papers, on the rest "all sorts and 
conditions of men" were described. On the right side of 
the building they planted the cabbages for the men, on 
the left those of the women. 

Different members of the party were sent out one by 
one amid the witchery of the autumn night and directed 
on which side to pull. Reading the cabbage fortunes 
when all had pulled them created much mirth. The de- 
scriptions were understood, of course, to be those of future 
partners. 

Instead of the real cabbages, if these are too hard to 
secure, very realistic ones can be built up with g^een 
tissue paper and wire. 

A delightful surprise a little later in the evening was a 
gipsy who came knocking at the barn door and begging for 
a share of the hospitality. In return for this she promised 
to tell the fortunes of all those desiring it, by the little- 
known gipsy method of the saucers. The gipsy was tall 
and strikingly handsome. Her garments were tattered 
and weatherbeaten, but she was resplendent with heavy 
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jewelry and gay scarfs. Her features strangely resembled 
those of a popular girl of the neighborhood. 

Sitting down on the straw she produced, in accordance 
with her promise, a number of tiny saucers, in each of 
which was something different. 

The contents of the saucers were as follows : A bit of 
scarlet doth, a scrap of blue, a handful of moss, a spray 
of thorn, a cord tied in a double knot, some clear water, 
a twig with forked ends. The divination was performed 
by having the person whose fortune was to be told kneel 
in front of the gipsy, who pronotmced some unintelligible 
"kalo jib." The person kneeling then extended his or her 
right hand so as to touch one of the saucers. According 
to the saucer touched one's fate would be. The interpre- 
tations were as follows : 

Moss — ^A life of luxury. Money. 

Thorn — ^Unhappy love. 

Red cloth — Military profession, military husband or 
military man as rival. 

Blue — ^The same with regard to the navy. 

Forked stick — Fate in the form of widow or widower. 

Qear water — Single blessedness. 

Double knot — Marriage near. 

Another ancient rite was that of the apple and the lodc- 
ing glass. To test this the player was handed an apple 
and directed to proceed along a dimly lighted corridor 
at the end of which a mirror hung. After repeating a 
charm the apple was eaten before the glass, in which it 
was understood "Mr. Right" might be then looked for. 
In many cases fun-loving committees, having discovered 
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the man in the case, will contrive to have him look over 
the girl's shoulder at the crucial moment. 

The mystic yarn ceremony was also delightfully eerie. 
A large ball of worsted was provided which any girl wish- 
ing to try her luck was given for the asking. She took 
the ball into any lonely part of the building and slowly 
unwinding it upon the floor she formed the loose end into 
a second ball. At the same time the following charm was 
repeated : 

The heart to find, 

That's to me kind, 

The mystic ball I slowly wind. 

The maiden repeating this charm was instructed to 
keep her eyes tightly closed. If no evil influences pre- 
vailed the loose end of the cord was then caught up by the 
"future," who on being questioned as to his name would 
give it. Of course, it was arranged that the proper per- 
sons, when such could be discovered, should be on hand 
to take up the loose thread. 



A HALLOWE'EN CELLAR FROLIC. 

Something out of the usual form in the way of fun for 
that Eve of Fate, October 31, is to entertain one's guests 
in the cellar. The Cellar Party which it was my good 
fortune to attend one Hallowe'en not long ago was an 
example of this informal gathering at its best and 
merriest. 
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The cellar was an old-fashioned one of the delightfully 
eerie sort which some country homes still furnish, with 
plenty of witchy-looking recesses and darksome comers 
meet for sorcery of any kind. 

When we were first conducted into it no glimmer of 
light was to be seen. On the walls glowed pictures of 
goblins, witches, eldrich cats and the like, executed in 
phosphorescent paint. 

Our entertainer led us in silence to the furthest and 
darkest end of the cellar, where a colossal figure draped 
in white invited us in sepulchral tones to approach and 
learn our fortune in the future. Each girl or man ac- 
cordingly came forward in turn and received from the 
Sibyl a tiny box which he or she was solemnly adjured 
not to open until all members of the company had been 
similarly provided. 

The Sibyl, the hostess afterward confided to me, was 
her younger sister mounted on a safety step-ladder and 
draped with sheets. 

When all had received their boxes a number of piunp- 
kin lanterns and old-fashioned pewter candlesticks were 
lighted, affording a bright yet appropriate illumination. 

Intensely curious as to the nature of our mysterious 
fortunes we hastened to gather around the square table, 
now visible for the first time, and to explore the little 
boxes. 

In each box were found from twelve to twenty-five 
words, clipped from a newspaper or magazine headline. 
These had to be readjusted after the manner of an ana- 
gram and when so twisted gave a very amusing predic- 
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tion. Thus, one specially attractive girl, when she had 
arranged her words correctly, found the following: 

Abandon all hopes of single blessedness. He is even 
now approaching. Look well, there are many and but 
one right one. 

One of the men's, equally good fun, read this way: 

Scoffer at love, you shall pay heavy tribute. Blonde, 
petite, vivacious, she shall subdue. 

This, of course, decided our futture from a matrimonial 
point of view, but the names of our future fates remained 
a mystery. A further clue was afforded by our enter- 
tainer, in the cleverest little ceremony imaginable. 

A wooden washtub, already on the scene, was filled with 
water, into which the hostess scattered a handful of soup- 
paste in alphabetic form. The fate-seeker was then told 
to close his eyes and was given a tin dipper which he or 
she dipped into the tub. If the water scooped up con- 
tained any initials they were understood to be those of 
the future life mate. 

At the end of a most enjoyable program of these new 
and other old-fashioned Hallowe'en sports, we enjoyed a 
country supper. It was served in the cellar also. A white 
cloth was spread upon the large table where we had rid- 
dled out our fates, and several of the pretty pewter candle- 
sticks were arranged there, together with a centerpiece of 
fruit and nuts prettily displayed in an old-fashioned 
epergne. Simple but wholesome dainties were served. 
The soft light of the candles shed a golden glow of Hal- 
lowe'en witchery over the subterranean scene. 
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AN OLD-FASHIONED HALLOWE'EN FROLIC 

Invitations for a Hallowe'en party should be quaint and 
unique. A sheet of rough butcher's paper, fastened with 
coarse twine around wooden skewers, may hold the invi- 
tations, worded to suit the occasion. Decorations on these 
may be pen-and-ink sketches of witches flying on broom- 
sticks across the moon, owls perched in belfries or on leaf- 
less branches, a black cat, with bristling tail, or "Br'er 
Rabbit" on a pumpkin. These drawings can be easily 
made by tracing the outlines on carbon paper, then mark- 
ing over the tracing with pen and ink. 

THE HOUSE DECORATIONS 

There is no necessity for patronizing an expensive 
florist for decorations suited to this ancient festival. The 
woods and fields, the garden and comer grocery will 
furnish everything essential. Cabbage heads hollowed 
out and suspended make delightful censers for holding 
lighted candles stuck in bottles, or they may be used as a 
centerpiece for the table, filled with nuts or fruit. Hub- 
bard squashes and pumpkins cut in halves or boat shapes, 
then filled with autumn leaves or fruits, are equally ef- 
fective. The feathery gray "smoke" or clematis wound 
about the chandeliers and pictures, with bayberry 
branches, gay sumac leaves and mountain-ash berries are 
all decorative. 

If a more eerie effect is desired, walls, chandeliers and 
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furniture may be draped with light gray or white cheese- 
cloth, ornamented with long bony hands and skulls cut 
from black paper. At a church frolic a number of black 
kid gloves stuffed with wet bran were placed where the 
company was certain to rim against them, the cold, 
clammy fingers sending a shudder through one's body. 

REFRESHMENTS 

The food should be served early, as the hours just be- 
fore midnight are to be reserved for the various divina- 
tions that will not work at any other time. Refreshments 
may be eaten in the kitchen, garret or cellar, lanterns or 
candles stuck in bottles furnishing the illumination, or the 
spread may be in the dinning-room, with more conven- 
tional fittings. An appropriate bill of fare would be: 



Devilled Oysters or Devilled Lobster. 

Sand- Witches (Sandwiches). Devilled Eggs. 

Devilled Biscuit. 

Devil's Cake. Angel's Cake. Witch Cake. 

Ice Cream with Hot Chocolate Sauce. 
Tea (with plenty of leaves for fortune-telling). 



If you want traditional Hallowe'en dishes — ^those with 
history behind them — ^there should be cale-cannon. Bally- 
shannon pickle, Irish brade — ^bleached, nuts, apples and 
cider. The latter (sweet, of course) should also be on 
tap throughout the evening for guests to help themselves, 
as desired. Paper tablecloths and napkins with appro- 
priate Hallowe'en devices may be obtained in city shops. 
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Hallowe'en favors 

Favors for Hallowe'en may be made at home with a 
little ingenuity. Brownies made of crooked twigs and 
acorns, wishbone dolls, or animals made of lemons, apples, 
peanuts or raisins are effective. At the shops are to be 
found witches' brooms, tiny gold-plated wishbones (five 
cents each), rabbit fob-charms, horseshoes, four-leaf 
clovers, black cat favors to be filled, from five to twenty- 
five cents each ; red cats, eight to fifteen cents each ; skulls, 
five and ten cents ; ghosts, "Mother Witch" mottoes with 
cap and broom favors, at $1.25 a dozen, or surprise wal- 
nuts, twelve in a box with a favor in each, at thirty cents 
a box. 

AN OPEN FIRE 

An open fire adds much to the success of a Hallowe'en 
party, as fire and coals play an important part in many of 
the ceremonies. With lowered lights and a driftwood 
blaze, the astral bodies of Ichabod Crane and other 
spectral celebrities of the long ago may be persuaded, per- 
chance, to leave their wanderings through space and be 
"comfy" for a few brief hours in the fellowship of flesh 
and blood, imparting to them meanwhile some of the 
things that may be coming to pass. This is the time for 
ghost stories. Before telling these, let little bundles of 
twigs be distributed to the guests (hazel or bayberry are 
best), and while these burn let each in turn tell his story, 
its length depending upon the time required to reduce the 
fagot to ashes. It is in front of this fire that the old Irish 
and Scottish divinations may be performed. 
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In one such test, two hickory nuts or hazel nuts, one 
named for the maiden, the other for her lover, are laid in 
the fire side by side. If they bum quietly, a happy court- 
ship and marriage is assured, but if they fly apart there is 
trouble brewing. 

Another nut test to determine the faithfulness of a 
lover consists in naming three nuts and placing them side 
by side on the ashes or grate. The nut that cracks, stands 
for an unfaithful lover; the one that blazes bespeaks a 
high regard for the maiden^ but the one that bums steadily 
she will wed. 

TEST OF THE THREE "LUGGIES" 

In front of the fire, too, may be placed three "luggies" 
Dr dishes, all in a row. One of these should contain clear 
water, one dirty water and the third be empty. Each inr 
dividual who would know his fate is blindfolded and led 
to the luggies, whose position is shifted for each contest- 
ant. If he dips into the clear water, a happy marriage is 
foretold. If in the dirty one, it will be unhappy, while the 
empty dish is the sign manual of bachelor or spinsterhood. 

Hallowe'en games 

Besides all the time-honored Hallowe'en customsT^the 
bobbing for apples, the paring of an apple round and 
round in one unbroken strip and throwing over the head 
to see what initial letter it will make, the eating of a 
teaspoonful of salt while walking down cellar back- 
ward with a lighted candle in one hand and a mirror 
in the other to catch a reflection of the "coming man," — 
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there arc plenty of newer games that add their quota to 
the fun. For a contest with appropriate prizes, try thread- 
ing wet pumpkin seeds on a string, an obstacle race or 
jumping over the candle. 

JUMPING OVER THE CANDLE 

This is a time-honored game, by which any maiden may 
find out in what month she is to be married. 

Twelve candles, named for the months, in regular rota- 
tion, are lighted and over these the contestant is expected 
to leap one by one. The first that is extinguished by the 
draught of air from the jump tells the fateful season. 

THE SALT TEST 

Let a party of girls fill their mouths with water and 
iheir right hands with salt. Then at a given signal all 
start to run around the block. The first name each girl 
hears will be that of her future husband. If she giggles 
and the water flies out of her mouth, or tmclasps her hand 
and loses the salt, the charm is broken. 

THE CELLAR TRICK 

/Just^at midnight, take a match in one Hand, V hand 
mirror in the other, and, walking backward, descend the 
cellar stairs. Go into the most remote comer, and then, 
striking the match, gaze into the mirror to see the face of 
the future husband. This is the more easily accomplished 
if there be a tacit agreement that some cavalier shall be 
in waiting for the inquiring maid. 
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WITH ASHES 

Take a handful of fine ashes. Blow your breath hard 
into It. If it flies back over your face, the future husband 
will be a tyrant. It it does not, happiness is assured. 

DUMB CAKE 

Seven girls are supposed to make the dumb cake and 
during its concoction not a word must be uttered. The 
sterner sex is banished. The cake, made of nothing except 
flour and water, is mixed to a stiff dough and placed in a 
pan. If any one dares speak she is thrust out of the 
charmed circle, will be the last to be married and find a 
poor stick at that. On the top of the cake each g^rl pricks 
her initials with a new pin and beside them those of her 
best beloved. The cake is then put in the oven to bake 
exactly ten minutes, silence still prevailing. When baked, 
those whose initials are still plainly to be seen, will be 
married before the year is out. Then, when the door is 
opened and a man enters, the girl upon whom his eye first 
falls will be the first to be led to the altar. 

FATE CAKE 

This may be made with any amount of talking going on, 
but each girl must have a hand in its stirring. Into this 
cake may go a ring, a silver thimble, a dime, a key and a 
wheel. Each of these trinkets should be wrapped in oiled 
paper. When the cake is ready, each person must have a 
slice. She who gets the ring may rest secure that she is 
to be a happy wife. The possession of the dime insures 
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riches, the thimble a life of single blessedness, the key un- 
locks all hearts, meaning many lovers but no husband, and 
the wheel foretells joumeyings on both sea and land. Any 
cake batter may be used for tiiis fateful cake, but one with 
hickory nuts is specially reliable. 

Nuts and apples are the proper refreshments for Hal- 
lowe'en. If you wish to serve sandwiches made from 
these two staples, grind the nuts fine (English walnuts or 
butternuts), or use the regular peanut butter in combina- 
tion with the thinnest possible slices of a mellow apple, 
for a filling. 
If nut candy is on the program, try this nut fudge : 
Boil together for ten minutes three cupfuls granulated 
sugar, one cupful rich milk or cream, and one tablespoon- 
ful of butter. Remove from the fire, add one cupful of 
chopped nuts, and stir rapidly for a few moments. Pour 
into buttered pans and mark in squares. 

HALLOWE'EN IN VARIOUS PLACES 

The informality of the entertainment demanded, the 
simplicity of the refreshments appropriate to the occasion, 
the chance to lay aside for a little the cares "that infest the 
day," appeal to many where a more formal function might 
have no power to charm. Even such a hard-working 
organization as the National Arts Qub gave itself up last 
year to a thorough celebration of the ancient festival, 
imparting to it, however, a modem touch that lent it 
snappiness, while preserving its historic flavor. There 
were Jack-o'-lanterns, of course ; but most artistically cut 
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into Human faces by club members who had previously 
pored over the marbles of Greece. 

A pair of inked goggles were substituted for the cus- 
tomary handkerchief in blindfolding the eyes in the candle- 
blowing contest. In place of the apple hung on a string 
for contestants to bite at, a row of inviting doughnuts 
were strung on a dainty red ribbon put up horizontally, 
and a party of gentlemen asked to appropriate them with 
the mouth alone. Among the other unique games of the 
evening was a blind tandem race, where a lady drove with 
red reins a blindfolded gentleman, through the three 
rooms of the main floor, returning to the starting point at 
the hall door. Three teams at a time were started, strictly 
scratch. Another game that elicited much merriment was 
the traveling game, where each contestant started with a 
suit case, from a chair named "New York" to a divan des- 
ignated as "Larchmont," unpacked and donned a domino, 
took it off, repacked and hastened on to a corner labeled 
"Narragansett Pier,'* where the performance was re- 
peated. 

In an Arizona Hallowe'en party one year, a contest for 
nimble fingers consisted in stringing wet pumpkin seeds 
on a string, a slippery task. At Barnard, festivities began 
with a "dumb dinner," during which three hundred and 
fifty girls wearing sheets with pillow cases over their 
heads, and black masks, strove to disguise their voices and 
mystify their classmates. After these sheeted ghosts had 
satisfied their most unghostly appetites they struck a lock- 
step and marched down the stairs in a long wavering line 
while the Dead March in Saul sounded lugubriously 
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through the big front hall. A ghost dance was followed 
by the regulation Hallowe'en games. 

ELECTION NIGHT BUFFET SUPPER 

Creamed Oysters. Celery. Olives. 

Oysterettes. Bread and Butter Sandwiches. 

Cold Ham with Mustard. 

Tongue in Aspic 

Election Cake. Crullers. 

Quince Jelly. 

Hot Coffee. Mulled Cider. 

An election supper is always appreciated by the men of 
a family, and there are plenty of friends only too glad to 
receive a bid to even an extremely modest "snack." Wait- 
ing up for returns is hungjy work. As the spread is 
usually a late one, and guests drop in and out, it is wise 
to have eatables that take no harm in standing. If only 
the oysters and coffee are hot, the former can be kept in 
condition over a pan of hot water, and the latter may be 
frequently renewed without the aid of a maid. Have the 
dining-table set with plenty of relishes, plates of sand- 
wiches and the election loaf cake; but the meats may 
stand upon the sideboard with a good, sharp carving-knife 
at hand ready for each individual to help himself to his 
favorite cut. 

MULLED CIDER 

Beat three eggs well and add sufficient sugar to tone 
down the acidity of the cider to be used. Boil one quart of 
sweet cider and when the eggs are beaten light, pour the 
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cider over them, beating briskly. Return to the saucepan, 
stir until it boils again and serve hot in glasses. Two or 
three cloves or a grating of nutmeg may be cooked with 
the cider if desired. This is an excellent bedtime drink, 
warranted to break up a cold. If the good man has waited 
out late watching returns on a bulletin board and comes 
home chilled, give him this and ward off a possible attack 
of pneumonia. Be sure, however, that the cider is sweet 

QUINCES WITH CIDER AND MOLASSES (COLONIAL STYLE) 

Pare and halve quinces, removing the cores. Cook 
peelings and cores in sweet cider until tender. Then 
strain. For five pounds quinces allow a pound of brown 
sugar, a quart of New Orleans molasses and the cider in 
which the quince parings were cooked and afterward 
strained out. Add tiie whites of two eggs, bring to a boil, 
remove from the fire and skim. Continue to boil and 
skim until perfectly clear. Then take from the fire, cool, 
put in the quinces, return to the fire and simmer gently 
until tender. If there is not enough syrup to cover full 
and plenty, add more cider. Orange peel or a few slips of 
green ginger boiled in the syrup give a pleasant flavon 

BOILED CIDER PIE 

This is an old New England dessert that still claims its 
votaries. Allow to five tablespoonfuls rich, syrupy boiled 
cider five tablespoonfuls moist maple sugar and let it come 
to a boil. Beat two eggs and pour the hot syrup over 
them, returning to the fire for two or three minutes, stir- 
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ring all the time. Add a half cup seeded raisins and a half 
teaspoonful grated nutmeg. Line a pie plate with a good 
crust, pour in the mixture, dot the top with a few bits of 
butter, then cover with a top crust or not, as preferred. 
Sometimes if no top crust is used a meringue is added, 
spread over the top as soon as the pie is baked, then re- 
turned to the oven, which should be cooled down, to puflf 
and color a golden brown. If the oven is still too hot, 
leave the oven door open. 



A "MAYFLOWER" LUNCHEON FOR THANKS- 
GIVING 

One of the prettiest luncheons within reach of the 
average kitchen and pocketbook is a Mayflower affair, 
with decorations and menu suggesting the good ship in 
which our stalwart forefathers sailed the ocean blue. 

A little luncheon embodying this idea was a triumph of 
ingenuity on the part of the bride housekeeper. For the 
centerpiece she bought a toy sailing vessel costing but 
fifty cents. This was arranged, carrying full sail, upon a 
green sea produced by pine boughs and smilax with 
sprays of spirea to give the eif ect of foam. 

The boat was tilted slightly on one side as if careening 
in a heavy sea, and along her deck lay a long-stemmed 
: rose. From one of her masts floated a tiny paper flag 
having the words Mayflower illuminated on it in gilt let- 
tering. To replace the candy dishes of the usual dinner- 
table our hostess had fashioned from tissue paper and 
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thin cardboard, little cases representing the (enlarged) 
hawthorn blossom, the celebrated Mayflower of England. 

At each cover stood a little favor suggesting the May- 
flower period of American history. These were dolls 
dressed as John Alden and Priscilla, the center of each 
being a cylindrical bonbonniere filled with sweets. 

Such candy boxes are now on sale at all the large de- 
partment stores, and confectioners, too, generally keep 
them. Other favors were papier mache spinning wheels, 
Indian mo^.casins and tomahawks. Place-cards indicating 
the seats were attached to these favors. The menu was : 

Grapefruit 
Sweetbread Cutlets. Green Peas. 
Quail CD Hominy. French Fried Potatoes. 

-■. Currant Jelly. 

Vegetable Salad in Tomato Jelly Rings. 

Ice Cream Pumpkins. Individual Pumpkin Pies. 

Coffee. Cheese. Wafers. Bonbons. 

Serve the grapefruit in glasses. Tie the stems of the 
glasses with narrow ribbon, and through each ribbon 
draw a spray of some white flower, the nearest you can 
come to hawthorn. An artificial plum blossom which 
closely resembles hawthorn can be obtained in any Jap- 
anese shop. 

With the cream of chestnut soup serve little crackers, 
toasted. The fried hominy squares often replace toast 
nowadays in serving game. It makes a pleasing variation. 

The vegetable salad is the ordinary macedoine of cold 
boiled diced vegetables heaped up in the center of little 
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individual rings of tomato jdly. Pass cream cheese sand- 
wiches with this. They are made by buttering thinly small 
oblong pieces of whole wheat bread and closing them over 
a layer of cream cheese. The individual pumpkin shapes 
in ice cream were provided by a confectioner. The en- 
tertainer who is unable to obtain them from a professional 
caterer could bring the cream to table in little hollowed' 
out Jack-oMantem pumpkins, lined with oiled paper, 

CORNUCOPIA LUNCHEON ^' 

Another^ equally successful, ftmction for tiie same 
season of the year was the cornucopia, or horn o' plenty, 
aflfadr given by a girl, in honor of her brother's fiancee. 

The foundation of the cornucopia was a large sheet of 
very flexible cardboard which the hostess rolled and 
stitched into the required shape. The entire surface was 
covered with tissue paper flowers pasted close together. 
A graceful knot finished the end of the horn. 

A band of ribbon, swinging from the opening of the 
cornucopia to the tapering point, served to suspend the 
receptacle from the chandelier. The horn came just above 
the table and was filled with candied fruits. A few pieces 
of fruit, apparently the result of abundance in the horn, 
lay negligently on the cloth. Bonbonnieres were the fruits 
of the earth, apples, peaches, pears, nuts, ears of com, and 
other vegetables in pasteboard filled with bonbons. 

Candleshades were daintily trimmed with wreaths of 
millinery grapes, or berry sprays, very much under 
natural size. Place-cards were tiny cornucopias filled with 
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flowers cut out of rough paper and executed in water- 
color. This was the menu : 

Salpicon of Fruits of the Earth. 

Consomm'6. Custard Squares. 

Creamed Lobster in Paper Cases. Bread and Butter Sandwiches. 

Fried Chicken Breasts. Scalloped Sweet Potatoes. 

Spinach in Turnip Cups. 

Cranberry Water Ice. 

Celery and Cabbage Salad. 

Ice Cream in Fruit Shapes. Cake. Coffee. 

For the chicken only the breasts are used. 

The turnips for the cups are peded and boiled in un- 
salted water before hollowing out, or they may be scooped 
out before, if this is thought easier. 

The salad is composed of alternate layers of red cab- 
bage and cubes of celery dressed with mayonnaise. Bot- 
tled onions are sprinkled over this by some good cooks 
who like an unusual flavor. 

The fruit shapes in ice cream were heaped in baskets of 
spun sugar. Representing as they did tiie abundance of 
the Thanksgiving season little baskets made a course at 
cmce fascinating to the eye and delicious. 

• A PURITAN. PARTY FOR THANKSGIVING 

Decorate the invitations with water-color sketches of 
the hawthorn blossom, to suggest the famous ship of 1620. 

A few hours before guests will assemble transform the 
drawing-room into an amusing forest primeval with pine 
boughs or small trees potted plants, etc. 
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Dummies, constructed of Indian false faces, hearth rugs 
and bows and arrows, suggests the dangerous neighbors 
with whom the early settlers had to deal. 

At one end of the room remove the rugs and sprinkle 
the floor with sand. On the sand have a large packing- 
box, covered with brown or gray paper, to represent a 
large rock. This should be surmounted by a placard with 
the inscription : 

Plymouth Rock 

Travelers will Please 

Not Land Here 

When the stage setting has been duly admired and 
laughed over, institute the pleasant question game which 
forms the feature of the evening. Each player receives a 
card on which are the following questions, for which 
answers must be found: 

What coarse goods did the Pilgrims inhabit for a time 
before coming to America ? Holland. 

Of what bloom were they fondest? The Mayflower. 

By what letter did they travel? C(sea). 

What large fowl was seen before landing? Plymouth 
Rock. 

What confusing thing was found growing in the New 
World? Maze ("Maize"). 

What two old-fashioned desk-appliances were in the 
company? Two Standishes. 

One of those just mentioned had a very long name. Can 
you give it? Miles. 

The other was a garden flower ? Rose. 
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The title of what celebrated book is suggested by the 
voyage of the Puritan Fathers ? The Pilgrim's Progress. 

How do we know that the first New Englanders were 
ardent bicyclists ? Because so many spinning wheels were 
seen. 

Like what far-away islands were the Indians on the ar- 
rival of the first settlers? Friendly. 

Prizes given for the best sets of answers take the form 
of nugget copies of Longfellow's poem, "The Courtship 
of Miles Standish," and candy boxes representing Puritan 
maidens, filled with sweets. 

A COLONIAL TEA 

A CHARMING way to connect the Thanksgiving enter- 
tainment of the present with the feast of abundance in the 
days of our forefathers is a Colonial Tea. 

The invitations for a Colonial festivity are written on 
single sheets of note-paper, which are afterwards folded 
(as in the days before envelopes were invented) and 
sealed with colored wax or red wafers. Tie each with 
buflF and blue baby-ribbon and inclose in conventional en- 
velopes for sending by po«t. 

The wording might be quaintly in keeping with the oc- 
casion, as follows: 

"Ye and Yr's are most kindly bidden to a High Tea at 
ye house of Master and Mistress Hugh Bolton, on Thurs- 
day Evening, November ye 26, from nine of ye clock till 
midnyght. Wear, if possible, ye dress of ye Forefathers, 
in honor of ye date." 
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Colonial dress is not hard to plan^ nor need it be ex- 
pensive. Illustrations abound in all public libraries, both 
in illustrated novels of Colonial setting and in works on 
costume. All styles of pre-Revolutionary dress are allow- 
able, from the severe russet or drab of the New England 
settler, to the silks, satins, hoopskirts and panniers of the 
Southern colonists. 

Buff and blue cheesecloth, or the tissue paper substitute, 
makes an effective decoration for the room and one easy 
to arrange. 

Cut from magazines any pictures of Colonial folk which 
you can discover. Tint with water-color and frame with 
gilt paper in the shape of medallions. These can be used 
to finish off the buff and blue festoons with g^eat success. 

Bank the comers of the room with dried com inter- 
spersed with autumn leaves. From these com stacks peer 
Indians constructed of Indian false faces and fur mgs, 
with tomahawks and stretched bows. 

In the center of the room, arranged on cornstalks or 
dried leaves, have a pile of fruit, the foundation pumpkins 
and squash, and gradually ascending to the smaller fruit, 
pears, rosy apples and grapes. 

The refreshment table in an adjoining room is set forth 
in the style of a festive board in Martha Washington's 
time. That is, first of all, the smooth, pearly damask. At 
either end have a tall epergne of the style which many 
American families still boast, with four graduated tiers. 
In the tiny dish at the top place bonbons; just 
below, raisins and nuts ; third, cakes ; fourth, fruit 
Be sure to have bunches of grapes alternating in color 
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drooping over the lower edge of this lower tier. Use 
white china or white with a narrow band of gilt or green, 
or an imitation of the blue willow ware, if possible. 

If it is desired that guests sit down to the tal[)le for a 
course dinner, have tiny favors in the form of ears of com, 
fruit or vegetables filled with candy. These can be obtained 
anywhere that table trimmings are sold. Where refresh- 
ments are served from the main table instead of at it, the 
ladies of the company could receive souvenirs in the form 
of teacups of Colonial shape or of imitation willow. 

THANKSGIVING TABLEAUX 

The young people of the house and their boy and girl 
friends can spend the eve of Thanksgiving with a set of 
tableaux founded on the early history of our country. The 
way to extract the full enjoyment of this feature is to 
divide the company into two bodies, one side to become 
actors and afterwards audience, the other division vice 
versa. A varied program, affording due opportunity for 
dressing up and posing, would be : 

1. Landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. 

2. Pocahontas saving Captain John Smith. 

3. John Alden wooing Priscilla for Miles Standish. 

4. William Penn treating with the Indians. 

5. Inside of a Colonial home during an Indian attack. 

6. The first Thanksgiving dinner. 

7. Forefathers on the way to the Meeting House. 

8. Arresting a suspected witch. 

It adds to the fun among bright boys and girls if the 
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subject of each tableau is not announced, but is kept a 
secret When the curtain falls upon it the audience en- 
deavors to guess what is intended. Members of the side 
guessing most of the opponents' tableaux draw for a prize. 
One or more elder persons should be called on to say 
which is the better of the two sets, as to costume and 
posing. Members of this side also draw for a prize. 

When the tableaux are over some good games of action 
will be in order. A cobweb with buff and blue threads 
would be timely. Favors in the form of turkeys filled with 
candy, or of football men; in fact, any Thanksgiving 
novelties are appropriate for the prizes attached to the 
ribbons. 

Follow this by a pumjrfcin game on the order of the 
donkey party, but new. The cloth square with a large 
pumpkin painted on it can be obtained at any large toy 
store. The pumpkin is divided off into squares and each 
square has a number in it. Each player is given a marker 
with a strong pin through it. He is then blindfolded and 
must endeavor to thrust his marker into the pimipkin. 
The ntunber to which he comes nearest is that of the 
points to which he is entitled towards the prize. The 
player winning the greatest number of points in this way 
carries off the trophy. 
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A FEAST OF CORN 

A FROLIC particularly suggestive of Thanksgiving, our 
American Harvest Home, is a feast of com. By com, of 
course, is meant our Indian com or maize, not the wheat, 
barley or other grain termed "corn" in Europe. 

Invitations are written on corn-colored paper and have 
water-color decorations representing ears of com, com 
stacks, etc 

These notes could be issued in the name of the Cora 
King, using the form given below : 

"Your presence is cordially requested to meet King 
Cora, at Fifty-four, Earl Court, Thursday, November — , 
from 8.30 to 11/' 

Of course the^ walls will be decorated with corastalks 
and the ceiling hung with ropes of the dried ears. 

One of the amusements of the evening is a contest 
where players guess the number of cora keraels in a large 
jar or bowl. The number of kernels will have been al- 
ready ascertained by the hostess, who awards a prize for 
the best guess. Give a bonbonniere in the form of an ear 
of corn, as a prize. 

In another round give each player a needle or thread, 
and provide a large dish of kernels that have been 
previously soaked until rather soft. The fun consists in 
seeing who can, in the shortest time, make the longest 
string of cora kernels. Give a box of popcora candy as 
a prize. 

Or provide pads and pencils, and see who can write 
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down the greatest number of entertaining facts about 
com. A pincushion in corn-color linen or silk would 
make a very acceptable prize. 

The hard kernels in the glass jar can be used in another 
contest. Race at one end of the room (on a table or 
chair) a bowl or basket to serve as a target Give each 
player twelve kernels. Each person in turn (standing at 
the opposite end of the room from that where the basket 
is) aims his kernels at the bowl. Each kernel reaching 
the mark counts one point for the player throwing it, and, 
needless to say, the greatest number of points wins the 
game and the prize. 

Another frolic which could be arranged with com 
kernels, and the fun of which we can recommend, is this : 
A bowl or basket of the kernels is placed in the middle of 
the room on the floor. Each player in turn is blindfolded 
and is told to walk once around the room, returning to 
the exact starting point and pausing in his journey to 
gather up a big handful of the com kernels. Each person 
has three minutes by the watch in which to accomplish 
this feat. If successf ul« all the grains held in his hand are 
counted, and for each a point is given. The player having 
most points wins the prize. If desired, and especially 
where the company is not all composed of young people, 
with their lithe muscles, the basket of com can be placed 
on a chair or table instead of on the floor. 

Of course the com games will be followed with a sup- 
per in which products of the Corn King abound. There 
could be hot commeal, griddle cakes and com muflins 
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combread or com fritters with baked apples, milk, coffee 
and cold sliced meats. 

Round up the evening pleasantly, popping com and 
telling ghost stories around the open heartii. 

THANKSGIVING GAMES 

We have devised several pleasantly quiet games to be 
played after the family feast, when nobody feels particu- 
larly active. 

One of these is played with partners. Each couple 
receives a piece of cardboard and a pencil. Down the 
left-hand margin of the card the word Thankgiving is 
written with letters one below the other. Just opposite — 
tiiat is, down the right-hand margin — ^players are asked 
to write the same word, but reversed. Thus, opposite the 
T comes the G, opposite the H the N, and so forth. The 
f im then consists in finding words to begin with the left- 
hand letter and end with the right-hand one. 

Players are allowed to choose the number of letters 
in the words, nothing imder four letters being allowed, 
but all words to be uniform in length, s 

The players who fill out most words on their cards 
during the fifteen minutes allowed receive tiny pump- 
kins filled with candy. 

Another amusing pastime is the Thanksgiving Pi 
Shelf. For this, borrow from the kitchen a number 
of shiny pie-tins and in each arrange a "pi," namely, a 
picture clipped from a magazine, cut into small pieces 
and jumbled. Each pieplate has a number, and players 
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after juggling each picture into shape write down their 
guesses as to what it represents. Likenesses of promi- 
nent men, well-known buildings or famous masterpieces 
make excellent (literary) pi's. A particularly good pie 
(not of the literary sort) is the prize. 

•thanksginting dinner" 

One new and specially amusing contest for the feast is 
called Thanksgiving Dinner. Here pliyers draw up 
their chairs to form a wide circle or square, and each 
person in the group is given pencil and paper. The 
hostess, or any other player who understands the game, 
sets the fun in motion by contributing an enigmatical dish 
to the feast; as "I contribute to the Thanksgiving dinner 
a country in Asia," the answer to which is "Turkey." 
Players are given a few minutes in which to write down 
the answer, which should have a number opposite it for 
identification. After a pause the second player must con- 
tribute something — ^another course to be guessed. The 
following riddles will serve to show the possibilities of 
the menu. 

"I will contribute to the Thanksgiving dinner a base- 
ment and a letter." Answer, "Cellar. E (Celery)." 

An Irishman's reasons. Raisins. 

Letters jumbled by the printer. Pi. 

Reddish yellows. Oranges. 

To summon a blossom. Cauliflower (Call a flower). 

Boiled small wastes. Leeks* 

Well-matched couples. Pears. 

Oven-baked English essayist. Roast Lamb. 
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Imitation reptile in liquid form. Mockturtle soup. 

Sorceresses from the desert. Sandwiches. 

English philosopher. Bacon. 

When each player has named one or two dishes, if the 
circle be a large one, two or three if the company is small, 
the guessing is discontinued. Each player announces the 
subject of his or her riddle and competitors correct their 
papers accordingly. The game is won by the player 
having the greatest number of correct answers on his or 
her list 

PUMPKIN RA(3 

A game of another sort, in which muscles are taxed 
more and imagination less, is a pumpkin obstacle race. 
Select for the purpose small, round pumpkins, say of the 
size of mock oranges, and provide at the same time four 
new unsharpened lead pencils. Across the center of the 
room lay an obstacle in the form of a clothes prop or small 
joist. Four players race at once, to each of whom is gxven 
a pumpkin and a pencil. The race starts at one end of 
the room, all pumpkins being placed exactly on a line with 
each other. When the signal is given players roll their 
pumpkins as swiftly as possible over the floor, using the 
pencils as propellers (the obstacle being, of course, 
crossed en route) to the opposite side of the room, then 
back again. When all players have had trial races, finals 
are arranged* Four visitors match each other again and 
again until but one champion remains. The great amuse- 
ment of this game lies in propelling the pumpkins twic« 
over the obstacle, not an easy feat, owing to the fx>lling of 
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the fruit and the regulation that fori)ids touching it witb 
the hands under pain of being debarred from the course. 

PUMPKIN GUESSING 

In the country, where choice of pumpkins is possible, 
guessing the dimensions of a huge specimen makes a 
merry speculative contest. Select, of course, the largest 
that can be f otmd, and arrange it in some prominent posi- 
tion» say on the piano or on a pedestal surmotmted by a 
placard reading "Monster Pumpkin. Guess the 
dimensions and weight/' 

Measurements and the avoirdupois of the fruit have 
been taken in advance. Players are given pencil and paper 
with which to mark their guesses. The game is won by 
the paper correct or coming nearest to being so in regard 
to all three figures. 

PUMPKIN WITH PEANUTS 

A new version of Peanut Stab makes a good number 
for a Thanksgiving Day program. A good-sized pump- 
kin over the surface of which a quantity of peanuts are 
pasted with strong glue is suspended from a staple above 
the doorway. The cord which supports the fruit passes 
through it diametrically, the lower end being tied to a 
small wooden wedge to prevent pulling out Each player 
in turn takes up his position near the pumpkin, and with 
a hatpin tries to stab off as many as possible of the peanuts 
in the time allotted — about three minutes — the pumpkin 
meanwhile swipging merrily to and fro. At the beginning 
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and end of each round a signal bell is rung, and before the 
player b^ns to stab, the pumpkin is set in motion 
vigorously. He who stabs the most nuts wins the game. 

''HOMESICKNESS MEDICINE^' 

Thanksgiving Day spent enforcedly at boarding- 
school is apt to be an occasion of doleful dumps to the 
child who is accustomed to the big reunion and joyous 
feasting of the average American home on that day. 

But many girls at school at a distance who will come 
home at Yuletide are unable to do so during the shorter 
November holiday. 

A jolly plan to lessen the gloom for the little exile of the 
household is a packet of Homesickness Medicine, for- 
warded from home to reach the school on Thanksgiv- 
ing Eve. 

The case for holding the powders is made of linen, silk 
or any pretty bright-colored gxxxis over a buckram foun- 
dation. It is shaped like an old-fashioned ''hussif" or 
needlebook, folding over and tied with ribbon. Eight by 
ten inches is a good size for the case. The outside should 
have the following inscription in paint, gilt ink or em- 
broidery : 

Homesickness Powders. One Every Two Hours. 

(To Be Opened on Thanksgiving.) 

Doctor Home. 

When opened on Thanksgiving morning, the case re- 
veals eight good-sized manila envelopes carefully sealed. 
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Each is marked with the hour for whidi it is intended, 
with nonsense directions, as: 

To be taken at 8 a.m. after rising. 

To be taken at lo a.m. dry. 

To be taken at noon with a glass of water. 

To be taken at 2 p.m. with a grain of salt. 

The contents of each envelope is a funny rigmarole in 
the form of a long letter by some member of the family, 
illustrated by sketches, snap-shots or pictures clipped from 
advertisements and old magazines. Home jdces, odiers 
heard or dipped, home news and fun, nonsense verse and 
even tiny gifts attached to the sheets all go to make up 
a most efficacious powder. 

Eight such nostalgia preventives will carry the little 
maid merrily through a very blue Thanksgiving. 

THE CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY FROLIC 

This is the program of a holiday party for children 
which was pronounced **2l Jim dandy" by small guests of 
one sex, and "perfectly sweet" by those of another. 

The company was composed of six boys and six girls 
with a few grown-ups, friends of an older sister who came 
in to help the fun along. 

First they had a game filling stockings which kept 
everybody on the jump. Each player was given a heavy 
woolen stocking, all the hosiery being in different patterns 
A clothesline was stretched across the room and the 
stockings attached to it with clothespins. Some of the 
older men and girls brought in a large basket of apples 
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and a number of teaspoons. When the signal bell rang 
all the children began simultaneously to fill the stockings, 
scooping up the apples with the spoons. The boy or girl 
first to fill his or hers won a little stocking shape made of 
net filled with candy and toys. 

Another contest consisted in throwing snowballs 
through a holly wreath. The snowballs were ordinary 
rubber balls covered with cotton batting stuck on with 
mucilage. Just back of the wreath hung a cluster of 
sleighbells* Any one hitting the bullseye was immediately 
made aware of that fact by the jingling of the bells. 
Every one had five **throws.** The person who made the 
best score won a parlor croquet set 

A Jolly feature borrowed from English Christmas revels 
was called Tip. For it they took the cloth off a small 
fable and piled up different kinds of goodies in the center. 
There were some candies with German favors and pop- 
QDm balls, bunches of raisins wrapped in tissue paper, 
nuta with gilded or silvered shells and other such tilings. 
Qu-ds were cut to see who should be first to leave the 
ixxm. When the player who drew the first turn had gone 
into tfle hall the others picked out some object in the pile 
and named It Tip« The absent player was then recalled 
and told to help himself to whatever he fancied on the 
table, taking care only to avoid Tip. Anything he took 
without choosing Tip he might keep, but if Tip were 
taken his turn was forfeited and all he had remov^ from 
the pile had to be replaced on the pile. Some clever play- 
ers contrived to secure as many as four or five pieces and 
then modestly retired rather tfian hazard their earnings, 
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whfle others amid the laughter of the company selected 
Tip first. A new Tip must, of course, be made, each time 
a player leaves the parlor. 

This was followed by a pleasant puzzle game. The 
children sat in a circle and each received a holiday card. 
Several pairs of scissors were put into circulation at the 
same time and each player cut his card three times across. 
When the bell rang each mixed up the pieces of his or her 
card and passed them on to the boy or girl at the left hand. 
The child first to put together the pieces forming a com- 
plete card, won an interesting puzzle in a box. 

"Mum" was a new and very exciting version of an old 
time favorite. A silver thimble was borrowed and all 
left the room, except ,one boy or girl who remained to 
hide the thimble. No attempt was made to cover it up as 
in "Hot Butter Blue Beans," but it was placed in some 
rather inconspicuous position, from which, however, it 
could be seen when the searcher's eye wandered in tl^e 
right direction. All were now readmitted to the room and 
began to look about them. If any one saw the thimble he 
said nothing but sat down as quickly as possible in silence. 
When one person sat down this was a signal for all to do 
likewise, but only the most alert of the party would ob- 
serve the person sitting down. The majority stockl look- 
ing and ferreting for the thimble until one by one they 
discovered their error and sat down. The person last to 
do so was condemned to pay a forfeit 

As it was impossible for all to win prizes in the different 
games, souvenirs were distributed to all the children to 
make up. These souvenirs were mere trifles whidi cost 
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not more than five or ten cents apiece, but were distributed 
in a very amusing way. 

A toy reindeer was harnessed to a small sled, the latter 
prettily trimmed with tissue paper and evergreen. The 
little gifts were placed on the sled in a basket, and the deer 
pulling the sled brought into the parlor. One of the 
grown brothers of the household then distributed the re- 
membrances with a funny speech in each case. 

The supper table was delightfully trimmed. In the 
center was a glass sleigh filled with sprays of hdly and 
mistletoe. From this green and red ribbons ran to each 
individual cover. Where the ribbons terminated were 
little sleds cut from cardboard and gilded* On each sled 
was the name of some little convive. 



A KWEER KRISTMAS PARTY 

Another clever plan for a function to occur any time 
within the Yuletide limits is a Kweer Kristmas Party, at 
which the unexpected invariably happens from begitming 
to end 

To begin with the invitations, for which cards about 
three inches wide and six to seven indies long are used, 
are decorated with pen-and-ink sketches of Santa Causes 
long and thin — ^in every way the antitheses of the usual 
roly-poly "Kris" of our imagination. 

The notes should name a "Kweer" celebration of the 
"Kristmas" as the fun in store and might warn the 
guests to expect the "unkonventional" at every turn. 
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The first thing to greet the bewildered eyes of the ar- 
rival when ushered into the parlor on the appointed 
evening is an inverted Kristmas tree. 

A small evergreen will do for this feature and is, more- 
over, considerably easier to manage. It must be sus- 
pended from the ceiling or lintel of the doorway upside 
down. Presents for each member of the expected com- 
pany are tied to its boughs, and the tree is further de- 
corated with absurdities of every kind. 

If you can secure some sheets of blade tissue paper, cut 
this into strips exactly as the white is ordinarily shredded 
to represent snow, and with it tuft the boughs. Instead 
of the usual fruit tie v^etable specimens to the boughs, 
using shopstring instead of ribbon. 

The more unromantic the vegetables the better — pota- 
toes, for example, beets, a small cauliflower. Also a few 
pieces of coal, a feather duster, clothespins, halves of wal- 
nut shells. 

The gifts mtended for the different friends should be of 
a kweer or komic karacter, in some way hitting off the 
fads and personal characteristics of the guests. 

The emblems may be very absurd, and as "contrari- 
wise" as possible. 

Thus, the man who is proving himself impervious to 
Cupid's shafts, by approaching middle age unmarried, 
could receive a teacup or a thimble. The girl soon to wed 
could find that her bundle consisted of buttons. 

Give the automobile devotee a chocolate horse, the per- 
son whose delightful, intentional absurdities add to the 
enjoyment of every gathering a volume of Plato or other 
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sober philosopher, the always dignified member of the 
company winning a foolish toy. 

These gifts are distributed in a novel way, which adds 
much to the fun. At the proper point in the proceedings 
the folding doors are rolled back and the elongated, an- 
gular Santa Qaus of the invitations bows himself in. 

Either a man or a woman can impersonate this doleful 
Kris, if the required physical proportions are possessed. 
The feminine soprano of the average woman-voice will 
only add to the fun, while a false-face hides the features. 
Kris should look as incongruously mournful as possible, 
under no circiunstances permitting himself to smile, al- 
though the distribution of gifts may be accompanied with 
nonsense calculated to convulse the audience. 

We would suggest continuing the idea of the affair to 
the very end, by having the supper table as amusing as 
possible. Turn the chairs all round the board upside down 
before the guests enter the room. Have as favors dolls' 
parasols or other summer-time paraphernalia. 

For the table centerpieces dye a quantity of Easter ^gs, 
heap these up in a basket, which is to be placed in the cen- 
ter of the table and guarded by Easter rabbits, or in some 
other way suggest another and quite different holiday. 

The laughter provoked by these successive bits of non- 
sense and the prestige acquired by the novel series will 
amply repay the hostess for any trouble incurred in ar- 
ranging a Kweer Kristmai. 
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JOLLY GAMES FOR YULETIDE REUNIONS 

FOR YOUNG FOLKS 

Hold Fast Let Go. This game is played with ribbons 
or tapes, the number of which should equal that of the 
players. Each player in the circle holds one end of a 
ribbon, all the opposite ends being gathered up in the hand 
of the Leaden The fun consists in doing exeactly the 
reverse of what the Leader commands, which will be 
found more difficult than it sounds. Thus, when the 
Leader calls out sharply "Let Go," players must hold 
fast. When he shouts "Hold Fast," they must immediately 
let go. All those obeying orders literally must redeem 
forfeits. 

TWIRLING THE PLATE 

Select a tin pieplate which will revolve well when 
twirled lightly in the hand. Each player receives a fic- 
titious name — ^usually that of some Christmas toy, as Doll, 
Popgun, Ball, whicE he or she must bear constantly in 
mind. A circle of chairs is formed around the spot where 
the jJate is to be spun, each boy or girl occupying a chair. 
The Leader tlien twirls the plate, calling out as he does 
so the fictitious name of some player. The person thus 
indicated must spring to catch the plate before it falls. 
If he fails to do so he incurs a forfeit. 

[206] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

BANG I 

Another game of adopted names involves a still livelier 
romp. Some one is appointed Leader and is given two 
pieces of ribboil or tape several yards long, one of which 
he holds in each hand. Each player receives at the same 
time a fictitious name. As many chairs as there are play- 
ers (not including the Leader), are then ranged in a line, 
back to back, in the middle of the room, and all players 
occupy chairs. The Leader then proceeds in a circle 
around the chairs. As he goes he calls out the names of 
the different players, who must rise as called and take hold 
of one of the ribbons. The Leader should take care not 
to call thq names in the order of the chairs. When all 
the players have been caught the Leader calls out "Bang !" 
and begins to rim with the long line of players in his wake. 
Round and round the chairs he goes, over footstools and 
other obstructions, even into adjoining rooms-^until the 
players lose their hold from weariness or laughter. 

RING OF CARDS GAMB 

Something else which never fails to create amusement is 
the Ring of Cards game. Arrange a circle of cards (using 
seven or eight cards), on the carpet at one end of the 
room and let each member of the company have three 
minutes in which to carry the cards to the opposite end of 
the room, where they are to be arranged in tiiie same style. 
They must be carried there one at a time. The hostess 
should have a watch to keep time by. The player accom- 
plishing the feat in the least number of seconds is winner. 
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PULL IN, PULL OUT 

A jolly romping game for the younger boys and girls 
is Pull In, Pull Out It is played in this way. Roll back 
the rug from the center of the parlor floor. On the boards 
make a small square with chalk. All the young people 
then join hands. Hie music (some sprightly air) pipes 
up and the children dance in a ring to its measure. As 
they dance, they gently endeavor to draw some member 
of the circle into the square. Any one overstepping the 
chalk boundaries is debarred from the game^ which con- 
tinues until but one player remains. 

CROOKED QUESTIONS 

Two rows of chairs, numbering one less than the number 
of players are arranged facii^ each other. A space of a 
couple of yards should, if possible, be left between them. 
Some one is appointed Leader and may carry a palm-leaf 
fan as insignia of office. The Leader passing back and 
forth between the chairs begins to ask questions which 
may be on any subject which occurs to hun. The queries 
should be in rapid succession and as he asks each the 
Leader points with the fan to the person addressed. 

But according to the rules of the game, the person ad* 
dressed must never answer. The reply must come from 
the player seated just opposite. The object of the Leader 
is either to obtain an answer from the person addressed 
or to catch the person seated opposite "napping.*' He 
therefore selects those who appear least alert, surprising 
them by the suddenness of his onslaught No one must 
remind a player that his turn to answer haiB axrlvcd^ The 

[208] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

piayer caught napping becomes Leader. Or amusing 
penances may be imposed on all those who fail. For 
example, the person failing may be condemned to draw a 
picture of Santa Claus in the air with his forefinger or 
to spell the word Christmas backwards. 

THE MAILS 

A spirited scramble game is called The Mails. The 
children sit in a circle formed of as many chairs as there 
are players, less one. This extra player is Postman and 
takes up his position in the middle of the ring. He gives 
to each other player the name of some city, as Dublin, 
London, Chicago, Calcutta. These names must be borne 
constantly in mind by the players receiving them. 

The Postman calls out the names of two cities between 
which the mails will pass and these two must immediately 
change places. If the Postman can slip into one of the 
places thus vacated^ the person thus left chairless must 
assume the role of Postman. From time to time the Post- 
man calls out "General Delivery," when all players ex- 
change at once. In the general confusion the Postman's 
chances of obtaining a chair are considerably increased. 

AN ALL-ROUND GOOD GAME 

A good counting-out game results when all are seated 
in a circle and each is called on in turn to name something 
circular or spherical. Thus, Player A. will name a ball, 
B. an apple, C. the earth, D. a circle, E. a finger ring, F. 
a marble, G. an orange, H. a button, and so on. 

When any player is at the end of his resources he is put 
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on the retired list. This contmues until but one person 
remains. 

WHIRLWIND 

A rattling good game on the order of Going to Jeru- 
salem but much less familiar is called in this country 
Whirlwind and by our English cousins Caterpillar. When 
something is wanted to get a crowd of young folks ex- 
cited and laughing just try Whirlwind 

Draw up as many chairs as there are players and range 
ihem in a ring. All the players sit down but one, the ques- 
tion of who will be left out being decided by cutting cards, 
or drawing slips of paper. The object of the player who 
remains standing is to get a seat, but this the otlier players 
try to prevent by moving rapidly from seat to seat in sucK 
a way as to fill up the vacancy as soon as he is seen to 
approach it This causes the Whirlwind, an extremely 
descriptive name. When he secures a chair the player 
on his left or right (this point is arranged in advance) 
becomes chairless. The players may move either from 
left to right as occasion requires in order to prevent the 
chairless player from obtaining a seat 

YULETIDE GAMES FOR GROWN-UPS. 

ACTED ADJECTIVES 

The game of Acted Adjectives Is most amusing among 
bright people. From 25 to 50 adjectives — Splendid, Hor- 
rid, Perfect, Mediocre, etc. — are written on slips of paper. 
The slips are folded and are passed in a basket, each per- 
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son taking one. On each slip is a number which gives 
the sequence in which the recipient must rise to act 
Rising, according to number, each player acts out in 
dumb show the adjective that falls to his lot, the others 
guessing what word is meant 

LITERARY CRISSCROSS 

The fun of Literary Crisscross lies in naming first an 
author beginning with one letter of the alphabet, then a 
famous book beginning with the next letter. Example : 

Players sit in a circle. No. l begins by naming Addison, 
No. 2 follows this with "Barry Lyndon," No. 3 is ready 
with Carlyle, No. 4 remembers "Daniel Deronda/' No. 5 
recalls Emerson, No. 6 "Felix Holt." The game, which 
sounds simple, is in reality very spirited, as the naming 
goes on so rapidly that even one's pet author and most 
familiar title desert his mind in the hour of need. More- 
over, one failure of a preceding player will completely 
throw out any calculation. As soon as a player fails he 
withdraws from the circle. The game may continue until 
but one player remains, 

poet's crahbo 

Most lovers of games are familiar with the good old 
favorite Crambo. But there is a form of this contest 
which is less well known and which among bright people 
is well worth while. It is called Poet's or Poetical Crambo. 
Each person receives a sheet of paper at the top of which 
he writes a line from some poem. Thu3 
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(i) Up, up with the livhig Present! 

(2) T was in the time when lilies blow. 

(3) We are seven. 

After writing the quotation the upper edge of the paper 
is turned over about an inch, and the sheet itself is passed 
to the player at one's left hand. On receiving it the player 
then writes below the fold a single word, which may be 
noun, adjective, verb, adverb or anything desired. 

The paper is folded a second time and is passed to tiie 
left. By passing in this way no player will receive his 
own poetical quotation or his own word. It then becomes 
incumbent on the players to write verses either beginning 
or ending with the poetic line and embodying the word 
given. The compositions are read aloud, the entertainer 
saying which is best. The winner can be crowned with 
a tissue paper laurel larreath or he may receive a prize. 



A CHRISTMAS CANDY PARTY 

Another novel and delightful frolic for Christmas Eve 
or the season of Yule is a Christmas Candy Party in 
which, if desired, both old and young can join. 

The rooms can be effectively trimmed with gold and 
silver paper (in the long garlands cut to represent the 
links of a chain), strings of different colored popcorn and 
popcorn balls, motto candies in their brilliant wrappers, 
candy canes with large ribbon bows and other appropriate 
decorations. 

The ftm of the occasion is founded upon a ser-ies of 
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fascinating games, each played with sugar plums, and all 
quite new. 

CANDY Jf ACKSTRAWS 

For example, the first game of the series could be a sit- 
down contest called Candy Jackstraws. For it all players 
draw their chairs around a table in the centre of which is 
a pile of assorted bonbons. Each player receives two steel 
knitting needles and a ttunbler. When the signal for be- 
ginning the g^ame is given all players commence simultan- 
eously to dip the candies (using the knitting needles) into 
their tumblers. The person having most sweets when the 
pile is exhausted receives all the candy involved in a 
pretty box. 

Another and equally exciting version of the same con- 
test is played with the tiny bonbon tongs which confec- 
tioners sell with their wares. Each player in turn lifts a 
candy from the pile. If so doing he does not disturb any 
other bonbon to the extent of making it roll off the heap 
he may retain the sugar plums dipped up. If any candy 
be disturbed he comes away empty handed. The boy or 
girl having most candies to show when the pile is razed 
wins all tlie goodies. 

CARAMEL SEARCH 

A Caramel Search in which caramels in all the popular 
flavors are hidden around the room, to be hunted for, is 
most exciting. The search commences by signal bell and 
ends when players are convinced that no more caramels 
remain concealed. Instead of a prize each child is allowed 
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to retain all the sweets he or she finds, A box is preseated 
in which to carry home one's booty. 

Equally good fun is Bonbon Exchange. This game re- 
quires as many small hard candies as there are guests. 
All the candies but one are wrapped in silver paper, this 
one being done up in gilt. The sweets when wrapped are 
put in a bag which is drawn up at the top with a drawing* 
string. Each boy or girl dips into the bag and takes out 
a candy. He keeps the bonbon he has drawn closed up 
in his hand and when he is alone examines it to discover 
whether he has drawn gold or silver* 

It is the end and aim of each player to get and retain the 
gold candy, for he or she who holds this when the bell 
rings twenty minutes later will win the prize. But every 
player has an opportunity to obtain the gold bonbon, even 
if it did not fall to his lot in drawing from the bag. If 
he can guess the hand in which the opponent is holding 
his bonbon the player of whom the demand is made is 
obliged to open the hand "guessed.** If it contains the 
gold-wrapped sugar plum he must deliver this up. The 
same two players are not allowed to exchange again (for 
of course the silver bonbon is given in exchange) untilaT 
lapse of five minutes has intervened, so that it is impos^ 
sible to win back a gold bonbon once lost without a pleas- 
antly exciting element of doubt and uncertainty. Also 
impossible for the "rigor of the game" to b^ome confined 
to two players. 

A jolly Clipping Match is easily arranged witfi the 
pretty little net stockings filled with candy which are ob- 
tainable at Christmas in all candy stores. Stretch a cord 
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across some window and to it attach six or eight of the 
candy stockings. It will not be necessary to have as many 
as there are guests, for the percentage of those winning 
them is likely to be small. Each person is blindfolded 
and sent with scissors to clip down one of the little bonbon 
cases. If secured, a stocking belongs to the player cap- 
turing it. 

Candy riddles are appropriate to a Bonbon Party and 
will be greatly enjoyed even by the younger players. 
Hasty examples of such conumdrums are ; 

What candies are found in spring fields? Buttercups. 

What candy results when a sour fruit rolls off the table? 
Lemon drops. 

What candy do we like to do before a winter fire? 
Popcorn. 

What candy is a spice and a money-making establish- 
ment. Peppermint. 

Give a holly-decorated box of bonbwis to the player 
guessing most riddles. 

A candy pulling in good old-fashioned style, or a fudge- 
making frolic, is a lively way af bringing the evening to 
a close. 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SOCIALS 

Frequently before the Christmas party at home has 
even come under consideration one must begin to look to 
the Christmas social for church, Sunday school or club. 
Not infrequently, too, the latter is more difficult to get up. 
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A CLUB SOCIAL 

A very successful entertainment of tfie kind "wsts stt 
ranged by a small church in Yuletide season vHth ex 
tremely small outlay. 

The club was composed of fifteen married couples, 
ranging from about 30 to 60 years of age, consequently 
something generallx amusing without any dement of 
childishness was needed. 

The rooms were trimmed with* the usual ropes and 
wreaths of green, with the addition of scarlet bells, and 
this color scheme of red and green was observed 
throughout 

Ever3rwhere were handfuls of cotton batting, sprinkled 
with diamond powder, tucked in among the green boughs 
or garlands, suggesting sparkling patches of snow. 

At the door through which guests entered the room 
stood a miniature sleigh, in which sat a jolly little Santa 
Qaus, who from a fur-trimmed bag produced cards, 
which he presented to each person coming in. The men's 
cards were taken from one division of the hag, women's 
from another. The two whose numbers matched became 
partners for the first game. 

This was a guessing contest consisting of questions 
about Christmas, a few of which are given as illustration : 

Who wrote "The Night Before Christmas?" Qemcnt 
C. Moore. 

From what country do we derive many of our Christ- 
mas customs? From Germany. 

Name the limits of the Christmas time or tide. From 
December 24 to January 6 (Epiphany). 
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Who wrote the "Christmas Carol," a story? Charles 
Dickens. 

Upon whom is Santa Qaus founded? He is saM to be 
St. Nicholas, the patron saint of children, the name being 
Dutch for St. Nicholas. 

From what is the word wassail derived? From Anglo- 
Saxon words meaning, be whole — that is, in health. It 
was an early form of greeting or drinking pledge. 

Why do we deck our homes with greens at Christmas- 
time? It is said to be a custom derived from the Druids. 

What Christmas green was sacred to the Druids? 
Mistletoe. 

The two persons flzyiag as partners received between 
them a card with from twelve to twenty such questions as 
those given above, which they worked together to answer. 

At the end of twenty minutes the lists were collected 
and judged. Each of the two whose cards was adjudged 
best received inexpensive gifts in appreciation of their 
cleverness. 

In another game eadi player in succession approached 
a small Christmas tree standing on the parlor table, with 
the trunk imbedded in the earth of a plant. The tree was 
illuminated with candles and the fun consisted in seeing 
who could blow out most candles in a single puff. 

UNFINISHED LINES 

Another entertaining pencil game was arranged by 
writing on the blackboard the following unfinished lines 
of Christmas carols, hymns and so forth : 
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(1) At Christmas play and make good cheer — 

(2) And all the angels in Heaven shall sing — 

(3) It was in the Winter wild — 

(4) While shepherds watched their flocks by night — 
;(S) God rest you, merry gentlemen — 

(6) O, litde town— 

(7) With hearts truly grateful — 

Each player received pencil and paper and fifteen 
minutes was allowed in which to complete the verses, so 
far as one was able. 

Of course, where long poems or nymns were rep- 
resented only the verse from which the extract was made 
was required. 

A charming book of carols and other Christmas lore 
rewarded the player making the best list 

More fun lay concealed, they found, in a large branch 
of holly, the number of whose berries the company was 
called on to guess. A pretty pin, with head in the form 
of a spray of holly, was offered for the best guess. When 
all had guessed the berries were shaken off the branches 
into a basket and counted. 

Another holly game was played with a branch of holly 
drawn on a sheet, the red berries of which players were 
called on to supply blindfold. All those pinning berries 
correctly in place were eligible to draw for the prize. 

The supper which followed was charming in the colors 
of the evening, red and green. It was served cm a bare 
polished table with doilies placed on mats of scarlet pa- 
per. The centerpiece was a bed of poinsettias, and red 
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candles were used. Place-cards were in the form of 
sprays of holly. 

STOCKING SOCIAt 

Another simple and delightful social is based on that 
December horn of plenty, the C3iristmas stocking. 

Invitations are written on stockings cut from heavy art 
paper and colored on one side to represent striped worsted 
hose. 

If the entertainment is intended to bring in money for 
some special object each guest is asked to come bringing 
a stocking containing a gift of some sort tucked away in 
the toe. 

The hose come tied together at the top with ribbon, so 
that no one can see the contents, and a card with a num- 
ber is further added by the entertainer. 

Some one then mounts a chair and auctions off the dif- 
ferent stockings to the highest bidder. Bids are begun at 
pennies, increasing to dimes, quarters and even halves in 
the excitement of the moment. 

With, say, twenty or twenty-five stockings to auction off 
a comfortable little sum will usually be raised. 

When the question of profit does not figure each guest 
can bring a stocking containing a gift in the same way. 

The stockings are hung on a clothesline stretched 
across the room, and one player at a time is blindfolded. 

This person is then supposed to make his way to the 
row of stocking^, where the first one touched will belong 
to him and consequently the gift contained in it. 

It would be amusing, too, to have the guests write short 
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poems or "compositions" on the delights of the Christmas 
stocking to the youngster finding it on Christmas 
morning. Give a net stocking filled with toys or candles 
as a prize. These can be bought in any toy or candy store. 

FILLING STOCKINGS 

Or another version of the clothesline frolic may be ar- 
ranged. The line is stretched across the room and each 
blindfolded man or girl receives a stocking with a clothes- 
pin. If he or she can pin it on the line, a gift is presented 
"to fill the toe." 

Then there is a stocking search, equally simple, but dif- 
ferent, for those who have already played the blindfold 
filling game. Here a worsted stocking is crammed with 
toys, games, candies and fruit and hidden in some dark 
spot in the parlor. The search b^ns with a bell signal, 
the person first to discover the stocking retaining it for 
his dexterity. 

SUMMACX OF TOYS 

A new and simple version of the children's fair, is a 
rummage sale of toys, held during the holiday season. 

A toy rummage is much easier to prepare for than a 
bazaar and net profits are frequently larger. 

Each mater familias likely to be interested in the good 
work for which the sale is undertaken should be notified 
in advance by note or printed slip. She is asked to con- 
tribute all toys, dolls, and games, which the nursery may 
have wearied of or outgrown. 
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Each table is marked by a placard giving the price of 
the articles on it. 

The first table might be given up to five-cent articles, 
the second to ten cent toys, third to others at fifteen, 
twenty-five, thirty-five and fifty cents. 

This classification according to value has been found 
easiest and most satisfactory to the small patrons, offer- 
ing more excitement than groups of articles all of one 
class. 

There should be a "special matinee,'* to which the chil- 
dren are admitted alone, though not necessarily so. In 
the evenings they should be accompanied by adults. 

It is well for the committee appointed to receive the 
toys to have on hand glue, paint or enamel in various 
shades and a supply of simple tools. 

A coat of fresh paint will sometimes work wonders with 
the dingiest plaything, while a dab of glue or paste makes 
others as good as new. Nothing disabled beyond useful- 
ness, or which stands in meed of mending, should be of- 
fered for sale. 

LITERARY MENU FOR AN XMAS DINNER 

OYSTER COCKTAQ^. 

"He was a beld mafi that first ate an oyster." 

—Swift. 

CLEA& SOUP. 

"Soup rej€»ices the stomach and disposes it to receive and 
digest other food." — Brillant Savarin. 

CELERY. SALTBD ▲LMONDS. OLIVES. 

*'Now good digestion wait on appetite and health on both." 

—Shakespeare, "Macbeth." 
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SOAST SUCKING FIG, APPLE SAUCE. 

"No animal will more repay 
A treatment kind and fair." 

— Oliver Hereford. 

ICASHED FOTATCSS. SCALLOPED ONIONS. 

HUBBASD SQUASH. 

"The common growth of Mother Earth suffices me." 

—Wordsworth. 

ROMAN PUNCH. 

"One sip of this will hathe the drooping spirits in delight 
Beyond the bliss of dreams." 

—Milton, "Comns." 

LETTUCE SALAD. CHEESE ITNGEBS. 

"Herbs and other country messes, 
Which the neat-handed Phyllis dresses." 

—Milton, "L'AUegra" 

PLUM PUDDING. MINCE PIE. 

"Nothing comes amiss ; a good digestion tumeth all to health." 

—Herbert, "Temple." 

NUTS. BONBONS. RAISINS. 

"The superfluous, a very necessary thing." 

—Voltaire. 

BLACK COFFEE. 

"Coffee, which makes the politician wise. 
And see through all things with his half shut eyes." 
— Po^e, "Rape of the Lock." 



DINNER ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

Many a housewife with no maid at all or an extremely 
inefficient one would like to invite a few friends to a 
Christmas dinner if she could do so without too great a 
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strain physically, mentally or financially. For such the 
following menu is suggested as feasible and satisfactory: 

Qam Cocktail or Sausage or Tongue Bouchees. 
Olives. Grape Jelly. Homemade Pickles. 

Tomato Bisque with Croutons. 

■Roast Guinea Fowl. Mashed Potatoes. 

Cauliflower au Gratin. 

Apple Salad. 

Wafers Spread with Cheese. 

Christmas Plum Pudding or Mince Pie with Cheese. 

Fruits. Nuts. Raisins. Popcorn. 

Black Coffee. 

Decorations for the Christmas table are easy to achieve. 
A little Christmas tree in the center of the table, or a small 
figure of Father Christmas encircled by a wreath of holly 
laid flat on the table, is pretty as can be, though the holly 
may be replaced by other greens or the scarlet poinsettias, 
if desired. If the dinner is served late in the afternoon 
candles should be used for lighting, wherever possible. 
Cathedral candles are extremely effective, used on the 
dining-room mantel or sideboard, but their use presupposes 
suitable tall candlesticks. Holly wreaths are often hung 
nowadays outside the windows where they keep fresher 
than when hung inside. A tree for the birds on the out- 
side of the dining-room window is also a pretty and pop- 
ular idea. It should be trimmed with pieces of suet, tiny 
baskets of grain, little red apples and lumps of sugar, tied 
to its branches. Have the table all set with the canapes, 
bouchees or cocktails or whatever is designed for the first 
course, on the plates before the guests are asked out to 
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dinner. The roast can be dished on its platter and kept 
hot in the warming oven, together with the vegetables, 
gravy and plates. This, of course, if the mistress of 
ceremonies has no one to assist her in waiting on the table. 
Soup is optional and may be omitted if desired. If pre- 
ferred it can be poured in the heated tureen before sitting 
down to the table and will remain hot while the appetizers 
of the first course are being discussed If plum pudding 
is to be served, it can be in the steamer, hot and ready for 
service when its turn comes. If mince pie, it too should 
be in the warming oven. A popular idea is to give it a 
coating of cream cheese. This just before bringing it to 
the table. The coffee should be measured out and placed 
either in the percolator ready to have the cold water poured 
over it, or else in the coffee pot mixed with the white of 
egg and a little cold water in readiness for the boiling 
water when the table is cleared for dessert. The dessert 
dishes, fruit, nuts, etc., should be on the sideboard with 
the extra silver, bread, cheese, wafers, salad, etc., on a 
little side table or butler's tray where the hostess can easily 
reach them. Of course there should be plenty of hot 
water for washing anything that may be needed, though 
with a little forethought and management it will not be 
necessary for the hostess to leave the table more than 
three times at most, and then only for a few moments, 
.during the progress of the meal. The butter made into 
pretty little curls or balls should be on each individual 
butter plate at the side of the cover; the bread sliced thin 
and piled evenly in a bread basket or on a plate with a 
doily under it 
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CLAM BISQUE 

To one pint clams allow one cup milk, one cup cream, 
one tablespoonful of butter, two tablespoonfuls of flour, 
a small slice onion, one blade mace, one tablespoonful 
minced parsley, half a teaspoonful of salt and a quarter 
teaspoonful pepper. Pick over the clams and rinse in cold 
water ; reserve all the clam liquor ; chop the hard part of 
the clams and cook in the liquor until it boils ; strain ; melt 
the butter in saucepan, add the flour and cook two 
minutes, then pour in the hot liquor and stir until thick. 
Have ready the milk and cream that have been scalded 
in the double boiler with the onion and mace ; strain these 
out and stir the hot milk into the thickened liquor. Add 
the soft part of the clams chopped, the minced parsley, 
pepper and salt ; cook ten minutes and serve. 



TONGUE OR SAUSAGE BOUCHfiES 

These little appetizers are newer than the cocktails of 
clam, oyster or grapefruit, and are but little trouble to 
prepare. The usual foundation for any bouchee is a little 
circle of bread fried in butter, and as they are usually 
served cold, they may be prepared the day before using. 
After frying to a delicate brown, lay on a soft paper to 
absorb every suspicion of grease. Cover circles of this 
fried bread with red stars stamped out from boiled tongue 
or the red imported sausage. Lay on top of each star, 
log cabin fashion, several tiny lengths of pickled gherkins 
or dill pickles, and crown with a sprier of watercress. 
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CREAM OF TOMATO BISQUE 

Put into a saucepan one quart of canned tomatoes or 
the equivalent in fresh ones peeled and sliced and one 
small onion sliced. Cook twenty minutes, then rub 
through a sieve and return to the fire to keep hot Mean- 
while boil a quart of milk in a double boiler, thicken with 
two tablespoonf uls each butter and flour creamed together 
and stir constantly until smooth and creamy. Season the 
strained tomato with a teaspoonful of sugar and salt and 
pepper to taste. When all ready to serve add a half tea- 
spoonful of soda to the tomatoes and then the boiling 
thickened milk. Stir quickly and serve at once with crou- 
tons. If liked, a little minced parsley may be added to the 
tomato five minutes before the milk is turned in. If you 
use the bouchees for the first course of your dinner, you 
may like a clam bisque for the second instead of tomato. 

ROAST GUINEA 

Should you prefer your guinea broiled you must choose 
a young bird. In this case wash thoroughly and split 
down the back. Wipe dry, flatten slightly, brush over 
with olive oil, dust with flour. Broil over a clear fire. 
Cook about fifteen minutes, dish and cover with a rich 
brown gravy. Garnish with mashed potato in little 
mounds interspersed with sprigs of watercress. 

Fill with any dressing preferred. Rub over with olive 
oil and dust with salt and pepper. Dredge well with flour 
and put in a hot oven for an hour and a half, basting fre- 
quently. The giblets should be cooking meantime in water 
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to cover. When the fowl is roasted a rich brown, seascMi 
the gravy with onion juice and a little minced parsley. 
Add the finely minced giblets and thicken with browned 
flour or culinary bouquet. Serve currant or grape jelly 
with guinea fowl. 

CLAM COCKTAIi; 

Should you prefer the clam cocktails, here are directions 
for their making. These are also easily prepared and in- 
expensive. Allow five small clams to each glass. Mix 
together for twelve covers, seven teaspoonfuls each of 
prepared horseradish, tomato catsup and vinegar, ten 
teaspoonfuls of lemon juice and one of tabasco sauce. 
Mix thoroughly and put an equal quantity into each glass. 
Let them get thoroughly chilled and blended before 
serving. 

PLUM PUDDING 

The plum pudding, which was doubtless prepared weeks 
ago and hung away to ripen, needs only to be dropped into 
a kettle of boiling water, still in its mold; if you have 
bought the canned plum pudding treat that in the same 
way; boil without a moment's cessation for one or two 
hours according to the size of the pudding ; when ready 
to serve slip from the mold on to a low earthen or silver 
platter, first putting it a few moments into the oven to 
dry and darken ; crown with strips of blanched almonds 
and stick a sprig of holly in the center ; pour a wineglass 
of brandy around the pudding, not on it, and light just 
before bring^g it in or at the table. 
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If you have scruples about the use of brandy even as 
the "shirt of fire" for the pudding illumination, you can 
substitute birthday candles, arranging them in star shape, 
and lighting just as the pudding makes its tritmiphal 
cntty. 

COFFEE AND CIGABS 

With the coffee let the man of the house bring out his 
cigars, while the nuts, fruit and bonbons may be left for 
the rest to nibble on for the social hour which follows. If 
you have a maid who is in a hurry to get through with the 
dishes so she can get out to join her friends, the coffee and 
cigars are best served in the drawing-room. 

OLD ENGLISH GAMES 

The best of all games for that gladdest of occasions, 
the Yuletide reunion, where yoimg and old romp to- 
gether, are those handed down to us by generations of 
English-speaking forebears. Some of the best and most 
varied of the old favorites are given here with the idea 
that they will solve delightfully the question of "What 
shall we play?" during Christmas holidays this year. 

TRADES 

Trades is a combination of pantomime and forfeits, in 
which each one of the company selects for himself a trade 
which he will demonstrate in pantomime, with the excep- 
tion of the one who impersonates the king. Thus the 
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blacksmith hammers an imaginary anvil^ the cook kneads 
dough, the spinner turns a wheel, the carpenter planes or 
hammers the house, the painter wields a brush, etc. 

The king, the leader of the game, should select some 
trade which no one else has chosen and begin to pan- 
tomime when the rest do. He is, however, privileged to 
discontinue this trade suddenly and to take up the trade 
belonging to some other player. When he does this the 
player whose trade he has chosen must immediately stop 
his own work and begin to pantomime that of the king, 
while all the others remain inactive, until the king returns 
to his own occupation. When he does, this is a signal for 
all to return to their own trades. The king must be very 
sudden in his whims, adopting first one and then another 
kind of work, until it becomes difficult to follow him. 
Each mistake in changing one's own trade or reverting 
to it again, calls for a f imny forfeit to be paid by the per- 
son failing. 

FISHERMAN 

If there is a large table at hand all sit around it to play 
the game of Fisherman. One of the players is armed with 
a short stick to which a piece of twine is attached, the 
twine being tied in a loop at one end. The Fisherman 
drops his line in such a way that the loop lies on the table 
about in the center. When he says "Whose Fish?" all 
the players pose the tips of their fingers (forefinger of the 
right hand) on the table inside the circle formed by the 
twine. When "My Fish" is called, it is a signal for all to 
withdraw their fingers before the Fisherman pulls in his 
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line. This, however, has to be done very quickly and 
fingers will frequently be imprisoned in the loop which is 
suddenly drawn away. All fish caught belong to the 
Fisherman and each represents a point toward the game. 
Each player should have his turn as Fisherman. 



THE WEATHERCOCKS 

Any number of players may take part in this exciting 
game which is really great fun. The four comers of the 
room are named after the four compass points. North be- 
ing diagonal to South and East diagonal to West. One 
of the players is called the Wind, the rest are Weather- 
cocks. The latter should stand in a line in the center of 
the room. When the Wind points to one comer, calling 
out the name of that cardinal point, the vanes must im- 
mediately face the opposite point Thus if the Wind says 
South, they face North and so on. If, however, he should 
name a point they are already facing, they must remain 
perfectly stilL When the Wind cries "Variable," the 
"vanes" must raise themselves to their toes and sway back 
and forth until the name of one of the cardinal points is 
again called when, as before, they turn to the opposite 
point. Whenever the Wind shouts "Storm" or "Tempest," 
each vane must whirl completely aroimd three times. Any 
player failing to obey any one of these directions, which 
are more confusing than they sound, must forfeit some 
article, such as handkerchief or hair ribbon, to be re- 
deemed by a humorous '"stunt" after the game is over. 



[280] 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK OF FROLICS 

FIG 

Any one who has not played the game of Pig has yet 
to learn what a really thrilling game is. It can be played 
either for prizes or with forfeits and is either way delight- 
ful. The cards used are those of the euchre deck which 
are dealt as for Old Maid. Players sit around a general 
table and cards are dealt face down. Every one matches 
the cards dealt to him as quickly and quietly as he can, the 
object being to get out of cards as soon as possible. As 
soon as any player finds himself out of cards (which is 
done by drawing and matching as in Old Maid) he says 
nothing about it, but folds his hands tmder the table. This 
is a signal for all players to do the same thing — ^that is, to 
lay aside their cards and observe silence. But most play- 
ers are too intent upon the game to notice the silence 
reigning in other parts of the table. One by one they be- 
come aware of this fact and quietly lay down their cards. 
The last to do so is the Pig, who must either forfeit his 
chance for the prize or pay a forfeit, according to the ar- 
rangements made in advance of the game. A number of 
rounds are always played in order that a number of Pigs 
shall be made. 

THE SEA IS TROUBLED 

All of the players but the one taking the part of the Sea, 
sit in a row, the Sea standing. Each of the seated players 
assumes the name of something that lives in the sea, as 
pearl, fish, sponge, starfish, oyster, crab, whale, nautilus. 
The Sea then walks around those seated and calls to each 
player by his or her chosen name. Each boy or girl re- 
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cdving a summons, rises and follows the Sea. IVhen 
are on their feet the Sea suddenly b^;ins to run axot 
the chairs crying out, "The Sea is troubled, the Sea 
troubled f " The rest must keep pace with this player 
the order in which they were called. As soon as the S 
drops into a chair every one else must follow the exan 
pie. One person, however, is necessarily crowded out ai 
this person becomes the Sea. 

ribbon's end 

For it the players are ranged as to size, the largest first 
Each stands widi his or her hands on the shoulders of thi 
person ahead, the smallest player becoming the end of the 
ribbon. The largest player attempts to catch the smallest 
one. This the others endeavor to prevent by twisting- and 
turning in such a way as to keep the end farthest from the 
pursuers, which causes great excitement and fun. 

This is said to have been originally a Japanese game, 
called "The Snake's Tail," the Japanese children explain- 
ing the frolic as the efforts of the snake, which by 
doubling and coiling endeavors to catch its own tail. 

THE WILD HUNTSMAN 

When a thoroughly good romping game is in order, 
try the good old favorite called the Wild Huntsman. 
This can be played by any number of players exceeding 
six, but there should be at least half a dozen. Each boy 
or girl should be named after some part of the Hunts- 
man's equipment, as his gun, his dog, hat, jacket, knap- 
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sacE, etc. As many chairs as there are players, less one, 
are arranged in two rOws, back to back, and all the players 
with the exception of the Huntsman, sit down. The 
Huntsman walks around the chairs and calls out the as- 
sumed name of some player ; for instance, "Gun." That 
person must immediately rise and take hold of the Hunts- 
man's hand, who continues to circle the chairs, calling 
out the other names one at a time. All players summoned 
join hands forming a line and when all have been thus 
attached the Huntsman begins to run around the two rows 
of chairs at full speed, the others holding on and follow- 
ing as best they can. When he has circled the room two 
or three times at full tilt, he suddenly cries out "Bang !" 
imitating the sound of a gun, and drops into one of the 
chairs. His followers scramble for the remaining seats 
which, of course, will leave one player chairless. Those 
who' fail to obtain chairs in the diflFerent rounds played 
must pay forfeits, and all sorts of droll penalties may be 
required. 

NORTH POLE 

A large inclosure is marked off on the bare floor. This 
IS called the North Pole. One of the players takes up his 
position in this square. Any one crossing the boundary 
may be tagged and made prisoner if he can be caught. 
Any one tagged is obliged to take hold of the hands of 
the player in the square and to assist him in tagging other 
invaders. As the line becomes long and tortuous the fun 
increases correspondingly. Not until the last elusive 
player lia§ been captured does the game come to an pnd, 
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CLAPFERTON 

' Thb is a lively game when well prepareil, and some- 
what resembles the old-time echo games. However, in- 
stead of an echo given by one or more persons, all persons 
in the game clap their hands at certain words, and are 
careful not to clap them at others which are similar, but 
are not intended to be marked. 

A familiar tale used in Clapperton is called the Goose's 
Progress. The name of the Goose occurs frequently in 
the narrative, but is not to be noticed, while that of her 
friend and physician, Doctor Drake^ must be constantly 
applauded. 

Whenever tfie word Doctor or Drake is mentioned once 
every one is to clap his or her hands once, but when the 
two words are joined they must clap twice. 

Any one omitting to clap at the right place, or wHo 
claps when the Goose is mentioned, pays a forfeit. 

Here is a rough outline to show the plan of the 
story: 

A Goose with indigestion, who could not imagine what 
ailed her, called in a celebrated physician, Doctor Drake 
(two daps), who pronounced that hers was a case of 
nervous prostration, and advised a long journey, which 
she decided to take. 

So, making by the Doctor's (one clap) advice a good 
meal of apple parings, she set out from home accompanied 
by Doctor Drake (two claps). 

The route to the station was marked by many mishaps. 

For one thing the Goose had her feet stung by ne(tl^ 
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which the Doctor (one clap) treated with arnica. (And 
so on, ad lib.) 

PROGRESSIVE CONVERSATION 

Each player receives a card gotten up like a ball pro- 
gram, with the name of subjects for discussion written or 
printed where the names of dances would ordinarily come. 
Opposite each topic is the name of the person with whom 
the holder of the card will converse on that subject. 

Of course, the cards are so arranged that a man and 
woman discuss each topic together and that the same two 
persons do not converse more than once during the 
progression. 

Each round lasts either ten or fifteen minutes, accord- 
ing to the number of other amusements which the enter- 
tainer has prepared. At the end of that time paper and 
pencils are passed and the votes are taken up. Each gen- 
tleman votes for the lady who, in his opinion, talked most 
entertainingly, the women doing the same by the men. 
One person of each sex receiving most votes wins a 
prize. 

Topics should be carefully chosen with a view to diver- 
sity. An amusing set could be worked up on the follow- 
ing plan : 

(i) The Bachelor Girl 

(2) Music or Art — which is greatest? 

(3) The next Presidential election. 

(4) My favorite author. 

(5) My favorite play. 

;(6) The Ideal Man. The Ideal Woman. 
[235] 
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